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TRIPLE STREAM
INDIAN DEMOCRACY

- POLITICAL CLASSES

l. V. Chalapati Rao

Today the Indian democracy is the
largest intheworld with universal franchise
without universal education. Money, muscle
power and liquor play alarge part. It could
acquire legitimacy in the early years of
I ndependence becausethepolitica leadership
consisted of the patriots who were seen to
have made sacrifices and courted
imprisonment for the cause of national
liberation. Democratic vauesgainedtraction
asthe leaders were dedicated, selflessand
totally committed. Accordingtotheir promise,
they could dismantlethe princely order and
feuda system. Themassesbelieved andwere
convinced of their honesty and credibility. For
thisreason, thelndian democracy could enjoy
reputation, respect and legitimacy for along
time.

After 65 yearsof Independence, weare
economically developing (euphemism for
backwardness), socially divided, politically
unstable, ethically depraved, culturally
confused and spiritually blind. Our much
boasted secularism isvote bank secularism!
In spite of our vast and rich resources, we
are lagging behind small countries like
Singapore, Korea, Japan and Germany.
Countrieswith dender natural resources and
war ravaged economiesquickly rehabilitated
themsdlvesand atained commanding heights
of progress.

TRIVENI

Chanakyaof 4" Century B.C. said long
ago: "Week, corrupt, unacceptableleadership,
irregpongblegoverning mechanism, powerless
judiciary and outdated policing of national
governance are in themselves a threat to
nationa and human security”. Tomakemaiters
worse, our people lack unity, patriotism,
integrity and discipline which are nation-
buildingqudities.

As time passed, a new political class
cametotheforeasif fromnowhereandvaues
became distorted. No thinking person can
be unmindful of the vast erosion in the
credibility of the new political class. This
decline of their honesty and withering away
of thelir reputation can be directly traced to
their selfishness, greed, nepotism and
corruption. They grabbed power and enjoyed
immunity from law. This has become so
manifest that it has obstructed the smooth and
purposeful working of the democratic
ingtitutions. Theleadersthink that the nation
isaready built and what needsto be doneis
tomaintainit with thehelp of Sensex, Media,
Film Stars, SEZs and NRIs. The public
developed contempt for the political
leadership including theministers, members
of the Parliament and members of the State
Legidative Assemblies because they were
guilty of sectiona interests, personal gainand
avarice. The deterioration became more
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pronounced with the UPA Government and
went on skyrocketing along with the prices.
The economicinequality exploded asvalues
imploded. The super richcommand alarge
percentage of national income. Even
universities are reduced to happy hunting
grounds for small time politiciansfor their
political games.

The political class could no longer be
deemed to have either the capability or the
inclination to take up the unfinished task of
nation-building by usheringinan egditarian
societal order in which there will be no
domination, discrimination and exploitation by
corporate sector, market forcesand private
enterprises. Government ceased to be
dedicated to the public good and social
welfare. Godownsarefull but the poor goto
bed on hungry stomachs. Thereal problemis
not scarcity, but accessibility, asDr. Amartya
Sen, the Nobel Laureate said. Numerous
scams involving lakhs of crores of rupees
were brought to public noticeby CAG. This
hasdeepened thecrissof faithinthepolitica
class. Unlimited power isenjoyed by therulers
without an iota of responsibility and
accountability. Peoplefind politica partisans
incongtitutional offices. They emerged from
theback waters, madetheir way throughthe
ranksand roseto the upper echelons. Asthe
bottle of society was shaken, the sediment
rose to the top. In course of time, they
bestrode the State. Thisshould be awakeup
cal tothosewho deeplikeRip Van Winkle.
Democratic valuesarespurned. Thereisan
increasing tendency to sanction or approve
questionable actsto please group interests
even at the cost of violating constitutional
mandates. There is no hesitation even to
amendthecongtitution. Publicinditutionswith
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investigative powerslikethe C.B.1., Income
Tax Department etc. havebecomeparrotsin
thecage. Itisahedthy signthat the Supreme
Court hasnow beenintheprocessof bringing
thepolitical leaderson apar with thecommon
citizen and enquiring into public complaints
againg corruption, discrimination etc. Media
alsoisactivein conducting sting operations
to unearth scams. If theblack money whichis
stashed away in SwissBanksisbrought back,
therewill belesspoverty inthecountry.

In the Parliament, thereisno democratic
discussion or dissent withinthe Party onthe
basisof conscience. Billsarepassed when
the Opposition walks out. Battle lines are
drawn not on the basis of ideol ogical issues
but electoral compulsions. There are two
power centresat the helm, one congtitutional
andtheother extracondtitutiond. Soonathird
one emerged to make mattersworse.

ThePrimeMinister openly admitted that
they had to takewrong decisionson account
of coalition compulsions. The policy of
reservation of jobs solely on caste basishas
become an everlasting and an expanding
phenomenon athough Dr. Ambedkar wanted
itto beof limited duration. Eventhecreamy
layer isnot excepted.

Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, whowrotethe
History of Indian National Congress
forecast in Current History in Questionsand
Answers.

"Thereiscynicismin the public mind
about the political system and thedeclinein
therespect of thelegislatorsand paliticians
and disenchantment with democracy.
However, our country will catch up withthe
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developed countries in knowledge-based
economic growth and capacity building in
science”.

What an accurate prediction!

King Frederick, who was known for
hisnonconventiona wisdom suggested afunny
solution to ever-increasing corruption. When
theterm of the Minister, who was notorious
for hiscorruptionexpired, heregppointed him.
When the people complained, hisreply was:
"This man has already reached a state of
surfeit. Thenew, hungry manmay proveto
be moredangerous!”. But King Fredrick's
solution may not work today. Evenmillionsof
rupeeswill belikeplacing aplate mesl before
our modern Bakasuras! 1t cannot satisfy their

lordly appetite.

As Dr. Pattabhi forecast, our
countrymen should devel op true patriotism
and the country should catch up with the
devel oped countriesin economic growth and

capacity buildingin scienceand other areas.
Eliminating corruptionwith thestrengthening
of thecondtitutiona ingtitutionslikethe CAG
CBI, Judiciary andthe Election Commission
should receive top priority attention. They
should be madetruly autonomous.

Let us construct the future instead of
dissectingthepast. Fortunately, theeections
of 2014 brought inthelong looked for change
with an electoral earthquake which caused
decimation of the Congressparty. Theeraof
coalition compulsions and vote bank
secularismhasended. BJP, under thedynamic
leadership of NarendraModi, cameto power
with absolute mgjority asasingleparty with
amanifesto promising course correction,
good government, stability and devel opment.
L et not sour sacksand minoritariansget their
mindsshort circuited withfear and doubt. As
we have seen the Gujarat model, et uslook
for better times. After therainscomessunshine,
Let ushopefor better times.

* k%

FEELING GREAT

Dr. C. Jacob *

Feel not great of your state or post,
Or your positioninlife, and boast
You may bekingor lord of land:
None by birthworth agrain of sand.

* Retd. Dist. & Sessions Judge, Narsapur

By chancedoeslifecomeinto being, .
Itisnatureswork, not of the Being
Think for awhilethesecret of it,
You'l berelieved of shacklesknit.

*k*
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A TRAIN JOURNEY AND TWO NAMES TO REMEMBER
Of two co-travellerswho surprised thewriter with their graciousness,
24 years ago

L eena Sarma

It was the summer of 1990. AsIndian
Railway (Traffic) Service probationers, my
friendand | travelled by train from Lucknow
toDelhi. Two MPswereaso travellinginthe
samebogie. That wasfine, but the behavior
of some 12 peoplewho weretravelling with
themwithout reservation wasterrifying. They
forced usto vacate our reserved berthsand
sit on theluggage, and passed obscene and
abusive comments. We coweredinfright and
squirmed with rage. It wasaharrowing night
inthecompany of anunruly bettalion; wewere
on edge, on thethin line between honour and
dishonour. All other passengers seemed to
havevanished, dongwiththe Trave ling Ticket
Examiner.

We reached Delhi the next morning
without being physically harmed by thegoons,
though we were emotionally wrecked. My
friend was so traumati sed shedecided to skip
the next phase of trainingin Ahmedabad and
stayed back in Delhi. | decided to carry on
snceancther batch matewasjoiningme. (She
is Utpalparna Hazarika, now Executive
Director, Railway Board.) We boarded an
overnighttrainto Gujarat'scapital, thistime
without reservations asthere wasn't enough
timetoarrangefor them. We had been wait-
lited.

Wemet the TTE of thefirst classbogie,

andtold him how wehad to get to Ahmedabad.
Thetrainwasheavily booked, but he politely
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led ustoacoupeto sit ashetriedto help us.
| looked at thetwo potentia co-travellers, two
politicians, as could be discerned from their
white khadi attire, and panicked. "They're
decent people, regular travellersonthisroute,
nothingtoworry,” the TTE assured us. One
of themwasin hismid-fortieswithanormal,
affectionate face, and the other in his late
thirtieswithawarm but somewhat impervious
expression. They readily made spacefor us
by dmost squeezing themsdlvesto onecorner.

They introduced themselves: two BJP
leadersfrom Guijarat. The namesweretold
but quickly forgotten as names of co-
passengers were inconsequential at that
moment. We a so introduced ourselves, two
Railway service probationersfrom Assam.
The conversation turned to different topics,
particularly in the areas of History and the
Polity. My friend, apost-graduatein History
fromDdhi Universty andvery intelligent, took
part. | too chippedin. Thediscussionveered
around to the formation of the Hindu
Mahasabha and the Muslim League. The
senior onewasan enthusiagtic participant. The
younger onemostly remained quiet, but his
body language conveyed his total mental
involvement in what was being discussed,
though he hardly contributed. Then |
mentioned Syama Prasad Mookerjee's
death, why it was gtill considered amystery
by many. He suddenly asked: "How do you
know about Syama Prasad Mookerjee?" |
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had totell himthat when my father wasapost-
graduate student in Cd cuttaUniversity, asits
Vice-Chancellor hehad arranged ascholarship
for the young man from Assam. My father
often reminisced about that and regretted his
untimely death [in June 1953 a theage of 51].

The younger man then almost |ooked
away and spokein ahushed tone almost to
himself: "It'sgood they know so many things

Suddenly thesenior man proposed: "Why
don'tyoujoinour party inGujarat?' Weboth
laughed it off, saying we were not from
Gujarat. The younger man then forcefully
interjected: "So what? We don't have any
problem on that. We welcometalent in our
State." | could seeasudden spark inhiscam
demeanour.

Thefood arrived, four vegetarianthalis.
We ate in silence. When the pantry-car
manager cameto take the payment, younger
manpadfor dl of us. | muttered afeghle'thank
you', but he almost dismissed that as
something utterly trivial. | observed at that
moment that he had adifferent kind of glowin
hiseyes, which one could hardly miss. He
rarely spoke, mostly listened.

TheTTEthen cameandinformed usthat
thetrain was packed and he couldn't arrange
berthsfor us. Bothmenimmediately stood up
andsad: "It'sokay, well manage." They swiftly
spread acloth on thefloor and went to deep,
whilewe occupied the berths.

What acontrast! Thepreviousnight we
had felt very insecuretravelling with abunch
of paliticians, and hereweweretravel lingwith
two politiciansinacoupe, with nofear.
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Thenext morning, whenthetrain neared
Ahmedabad, both of them asked usabout our
lodging arrangementsinthecity. The senior
onetold usthat in case of any problem, the
doors of hishouse were open for us. There
was some kind of genuine concern in the
otherwisegpparently inscrutableyounger one,
and hetoldus: "I'mlikeanomad, | don't have
aproper hometoinviteyou but you can accept
hisoffer of safe shelterinthisnew place.

Wethanked themfor that invitation and
assured them that accommodation was not
goingtobeaproblemfor us.

Beforethetrain cametoastop, | pulled
out my diary and asked them for their names
agan. | didn't want toforget thenamesof two
large-hearted fellow passengerswho amost
forced me to revise my opinion about
politiciansin general. | scribbled down the
names quickly asthetrain wasabout to stop:
Shanker Singh Vaghelaand NarendraModi.

| wroteonthisepisodein an Assamese
newspaper in 1995. It was atribute to two
unknown politiciansfrom Gujarat for giving
uptheir comfort ungrudgingly for the sake of
two bensfrom Assam. When 1 wrotethat, |
didn't have the faintest idea that these two
peopl e were going to become so prominent,
or that | would hear more about them | ater.
When Mr. Vaghdlabecame Chief Minister of
Guijarat in 1996 | wasglad. When Mr. Modi
took officeas Chief Minister in 2001, | felt
elated.

(A few monthsl|ater, another Assamese

daily reproduced my 1995 piece.) And now,
heisthePrimeMinister of India.
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Everytimel seehimonTV, | remember  (TheAuthor isGenera Manager of the Centre
that warm meal, that gentle courtesy, caring for Railway Information System Indian
and senseof security that wegot that nightfar - Railway New Delhi)

fromhomeinatrain, and bow my head.

Courtesy: The Hindu

* k%

GANDHI IN AFRICA

Prof. Hazara Singh*

With asdf-imposed obligation
Coined as'White Man'sBurden’
They toofollowed the colonists
With beaded rosariesin hands
Wearing looseimpressiverobes
Tolandseither declared dark

Or thoseinhabited by heathens
For showing the heavenly light

To bringthem, thus, inLord'sfold
Asthey loved the nativesardently

Thelove changed sooninto that for gold,
Whiteivory and pastures, lush and green.
Though theman, black, dark or wheatish
Did not see much of the blessed | ight,

After that sun did not set onthe Empire.
Therosariesand pastures changed hands,
Messengersof the L ord becamelandlords.
White Man's Burden bonded the coloured

* Poet and Freedom Fighter, Ludhiana, Punjab

Theobligation turned into segregation
Beloved natives got reduced to chattels.

ItwasM.K. Gandhi who showed them light
Truthwashisguide, righteousnesshispath
Pride or hatewas not known to his pursuits
Hekissed instead the hand that sl apped.
An apostle of peace, crusader for goodwill
Thoughfrail inframeyet sronginmind
Clear about god, giventorightful deeds
Softened racial egowith mora strength
Preached and followed the gospel of Lord:
"Thelowest also hastheright to equity'.

Thecentenary of passveres sancemovement
based on truth, goodwill and fearlessness
(satyagraha) launched by Mohan DasKaram
Chand Gandhi against racial segregationin
South Africa in September 1906 was
observed with great fervour. The UN Genera
Assembly has declared October 2, his
birthday, asInternational Day for Peace.

*k*

Worry about your country, youidlers! Misfortunesare coming your way. I ndications of your
disaster are fluttering intheair. Fail to understand, you and the Indian peoplewill be erased
fromhistory

MirzaGhdib
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2G IMBROGLIO - ITS CONSTITUTIONAL DIMENSIONS

P.S. Ramamohan Rao *

The current controversy, on the
alocation of 2G Spectrumisnot merely an
issueof corruptioninhigh places, jeopardizing
nationd interest. It raisesfundamentd questions
about parliamentary form of governanceand
government. Theinformation madeavailable
to the public by the mediapointsto the onset
of asystemicrot.

In the Indian Parliamentary System,
governance vestsin aCouncil of Ministers
(Cabinet) headed by the PrimeMinister who
is chosen on the basis of his enjoying a
majority inthe Lower House elected by the
peopledirectly. Ministersinthe Council are
chosen by the PrimeMinister. The Council of
Ministersis collectively responsible to the
Lower House. (Articles 74-75 of the
Condtitution).

Collectiveresponsbility impliesthat al
policy decidonsaretaken by the Cabinet while
implementation is delegated to individual
ministers connected with the subject. Where
policy relates to more than one ministry,
devices like cabinet sub-committees are
employed for execution and oversight. When
thereisgrossfailure of policy in matters of
national interest, the principle of collective
respong bility canlead toachangeof thePrime
Minister or a new government by another
political dispensation or even afresh genera

* Former Governor of Tamil Nadu
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€l ection depending upon thecircumstances of
thesituation. When thereis misdemeanor or
fallureof performanceof anindividua minigter,
thePrimeMinigter candropthe minister from
the Cabinet.

Therulesof businessfor the conduct of
the Govt. provide that even in the
implementation of policy, as opposed to
routineadministration, if thereisadifference
of opinion between the minister and his
administrative secretary, the matter hasto be
referred to the Cabinet Secretary for taking it
tothenaticeof thePrimeMinister. When such
differencereatestothepolicy itsdlf, thematter
hasnecessarily togotothe PrimeMiniger. If
such policy is of vital importance, its
consideration by the Cabinet at theinstance
of the Prime Minister becomesimperative.
Further policy isnot static and immutable. It
evolvesand changesover timeto meet needs
of the contemporary situation, more so, in
mattersof national interest or importance.

The handling of the 2G Spectrum
alocationin 2007 hasto beexaminedinterms
of the broad parametersoutlined above. The
guestion arosewhether fresh spectrum should
bedlocatedin accordancewiththepolicy first
enunciated in 2001 by adifferent Govt., or
through an open and transparent auction. The
Telecom Minister, insistently preferred the
former while the Administrative Secretary
favoured thelatter. WWhen consulted, both the
Finance Ministry and the Law Ministry did
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not support the course of action proposed by
theTdecomMiniger (ThePrimeMiniser gave
adifferentversona hisTV interaction, which,
however, isbeing disputed). Independently,
a thesametime, the Prime Minister referred
anumber of representationsreceived by him
fromvariousquartersincluding MPs, tothe
Telecom Minister, advising him to tread
carefully inthematter andindicating hisown
preference for a transparent process. The
Adminigtrative Secretary who disagreed with
the Minister took the extreme step of
voluntary retirement to avoid signing the
licensesto beissued in accordance with the
Minigter'swishes,

The flurry of correspondence, on just
two daysi.e. 1-2 Nov 2007, between the
Telcom Ministry ontheonesideand Finance
Minigtry, Law Minigtry andthe PrimeMinister
ontheother sidereveaed, both urgency and
speed which were most uncharacteristic and
unusud for abureaucracy ridden government.
The stakes involved in the matter were
obvioudy high. Thentherewasan eerieand
prolonged silencefor asmany as55 daystill
27 December 2007, when the Telecom
Minister responded to the Prime Minister's
|etter explaining what heintended to do and
why. The Minister stuck to his guns and
claimed implicit support from the External
Affairs Minister and the Solicitor General
when consulted by him. Thus, thiswasatext
book casefor consideration by the Cabinet.
Thebureaucratsinthe PrimeMinister'soffice
should haveraised thered flag and advised
the Prime Minister to take the matter to the
Cabinet. An erudite Prime Minister, with
otherwise impeccable credentials, could
himself have considered thiscourseevenif
his secretaries did not tender such advice.

TRIVENI
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Surprisingly, however, the Prime Minister
merely thanked the Minister for updating him
ontheprogressof 2G dlocation. Thisamounts
to bothinaction and acquiescencewhich have
provided thebasisfor theMinigter'sclamthat
hedid nothing on hisown. If the consequence
of dl thisisacolossal loss(evenif Rsl, 76,000
crores could be an exaggeration) to the
national exchequer, it suggestsfailure of the
collectiveresponshility of the Cabinet itself.

There is an additional dimension to this
condtitutiona respongbility. Article 78 Clause
(3) empowersthe President of Indiatorequire
the Prime Minister to submit for the
consideration of the Cabinet any matter on
which adecison hasbeentaken by aMinister
and not by the Cabinet. Article 78 Clause (1)
enablesthe President to know by whom the
decision wastaken. 2G Spectrum allocation
was certainly such amatter considering the
stakes involved and the open controversy
surroundingit. It can beargued that if Article
78 Clause (3) cannot beinvoked in matters
likethis, thenitwould remain adead provision.
Perhaps, the 2G controversy hasaso alesson
to offer with regard to the complaint that the
Environment Ministry is blocking the
expeditious execution of a number of
developmentd projectsof vita interesttothe
nationintheareasof industry, energy security,
food security and infrastructure. Should
decisions on such matters of national
importancebelefttoaMinister of State, riding
hisown hobby horses, and thereby impeding
progress. They will carry the much needed
convictionandlegitimacy if madecollectively
by the Cabinet after full consideration of the
variousissuesinvolved.

The "2G" episode also throws up a
congtitutional grey area. The compulsionsof
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the PrimeMinigter informingacodition Govt.
arewd | recognized. But, canthey go beyond
the scaleand strength of representation of eech
political party in the coalition to fetter and
handicap himin hischoice of ministersand
alocation of portfolios?Inthelatter case, the
constitutional requirement of collective
responsibility becomesacasuaty with each
minister looking to hisparty leader rather than

tothePrimeMinister and treating hisportfolio
ashispersond fiefdom.

Obvioudly, it is for Parliament to fix
respong bility for thisfailureand draw lessons
for thefuture. Perhaps, how it dealswiththe
matter will decide the contours of the next
Lower House.

*k*

WHY DO PEOPLE RUN?

Dr J.Bhagyalakshmi*

| know alot many peoplewhorun
They rundiligently

Withalot of discipline

Nothing crossestheir mind
Whilethey arerunning

At that moment it looks

Asif thesolepurposeintheir life
Wasto run,runrelentlessy

They runasif inmeditation,

They concentrate,take deep breaths
Gather dl their energy and run
Arethey inarace?

No.

Dothey want towinagold?

No.

* Poet, New Delhi

Arethey looking for applause?

No,not at all.

Thenwhy dothey run,

Undergoing such astrain and stress?

| abruptly stopped the onewho wasrunning
And asked the same.

Atfirst, helooked blank

Then between deep breathshe said,
"For my pleasure, for my owngodl.
Tobefitandfine.

He paused,smiled and added,
"Lifeisnotarace

You livelifetothefull,

Good you noticed,thank you."

| saw himresuming hisrun

Without abackward glance,
Hiseyeswatching vastnessbeforehim.

*k*

Airis my brother. Rainismy sister. Nothing isunnatura in Nature.

We haveforgotten that the earth isour mother.

<. Francisof Assiss

Oscar Wilde

TRIVENI
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HUMANIZING EDUCATION

Yalamudi.K*

Many educationists are worried that
something is basically amiss with the
educationa system of theday. Themgor thrust
of their argument isthat educationisfailingto
inculcatethehumanidtictouch. An equaly vaid
assertion is that there is an absence of the
critical and liberating anglein the academic
exercise, which isgoing on in the name of
education. They aso contend, with agreater
credibility, under asecular congtitution per se,
itissupposed totakeplaceinvariably. Bereft
of thisbasic dimension, no education system
would help one smash the entrenched
structural inequitiesof our society, whichare
aplenty all around. Seeing eyeto eyewith
this argument broadly one loves to add
something moretoiit.

At thispoint, oneistemptedtoraisea
question. Wasthereany point of timein our
history, when education wascritical at mass
level ? Thisquestionisraised not to justify the
existing oneas such, but to have ahistorical
perspective of the problem at hand.
Unfortunately, for centuries, education was
confined to the privileged segment of the
society. Even that was not, one is afraid,
critically bent. Thequestion of liberation did
not arise, asthose sectionsweresocidly well-
placed. Liberationinthe senseof traversing
from darkness to light is a relative one.
Therefore, theideathat oneistryingtodrive

* Member English faculty, Narayana |.A.S.
Academy, Koheda, Hyderabad

TRIVENI

homeis, our educational tradition does not
put much premium on critical thinking. Rote
learning was given much importance.
Questioning was never tolerated, let alone
encouraged. Tothisday, inessence, thesame
patternisthe order of the day.

There are some subjects like maths,
which do not admit of therot of rotebusiness.
In fact, it is one discipline, where Indians
historically stand always on astrong wicket.
Sadly, it too did not go beyond thereach of a
very small section of society, aswasthe case
withthe other subjects. Theorigina sinof us
isthat the progressive concept "Knowledge
issocietal" wasforeignto usfor apretty long
time. It wasafamily property that wasto be
bequeathed to one's progeny, like any other
materia property. Hence, itisnowonder that
the success of apersonismeasured interms
of money oneearnsby using onesknowledge,
not by the scale of societal contribution of a

particular person.

Strangely, even now the NAAC
parametersthat are used to assessthe quality
of an educational institution arelike, How
many alumni got employed? What is the
strength and pass percentage? What is the
range of infrastructure? How many teachers
have got Ph.D degrees? Thevery important
question"What isthe contribution of Alumni
tothesociety at large?" isnever thought of . It
istruethereare someother parameters, which
arecertainly scientific. Yet, the presence of
the questionsabove, underscoresthe point
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that, thereisacynica indifferenceonthepart
of the educational planners towards the
meaningful goalsof education and how they
transform the lives of thelessfortunate. To
make the confusion worse confounded, the
neo-liberal agenda of education is in its
elemental fury, with lop-sided goals. Sothe
malady of education relates both to the
manner of teaching / learning/testing process
and the very purpose of education itself.

Onefedsitisintheaspect of the purpose
of education that thedeclining significance of
thelibera stream of disciplinesspdlsagresater
doom. Socia sciencesand languages, if they
aretaught inthecritical and creative manner,
asthey are supposed to betaught, even now,
thereisapossbility to stemthetideof decay.
Unless, the shallowness of entire learning
processis not checked on awar-footing, it
would corrode the shrinking democratic
content of the system to the lees. The
importance of dissent, dialogue, aspacefor
reflection, an urge for generation of idesas,
sense of proportion, the capacity to look at
something from the other side, more
fundamentally giving up the single solution
optionto all problems, in brief, the capacity
for abstraction, would bein greater jeopardy,
unless a paradigm shift is initiated in the
teaching and learning process of social
sciences. It isthese qualitiesthat go along
way iningtilling humanigticand critica coreto
onespersonality.

Therefore, itistime, thea luring veneer
of the neo-liberal agenda of education is
stripped of and thereal agendaof itisputin
the main focus and countered. At the same
time, itistime, therea agendaof educationis

given the necessary thrust. It is that, any
education isapublic good, besidesbeing a
liberating agent on anindividual plane. It can
beadynamic force of progressivetouchif it
isacquired inacritical mode. Then only, it
would beinapositiontoimbibethevaluesof
humanity. It would be in a position to cut
through themazeof confusionthatisal around
us now. But, a troubling fact, which gets
bypassed very often, isthedown playing of
thedgnificanceof thesocid sciencestreamin
the pecking order of disciplines and the
uncritical quality of social sciences and
languageteaching and learning, if at al any
solitary explorationisdonein that direction.
Albert Einstein argued that the art of liberal
artsteachingisfundamentally "atraining of the
mind," not pumping ininformation to pump
out at thetime of examination.

In particular, Englishlanguageteaching
has become such acomic exercisethat itis
either literal translation or mechanical
communication. The heydaysof "language
through literature” are no more. Right now,
the concept is™ confidenceiscommunication”
and any context is atext book to pick up a
modicum of communication. Inthisfarcical
ambience, many lifeskillsand humanvalues
are neatly buried. To cite an example, the
famouslinesof Shakespearein hiscelebrated
tragedy King Lear are "We are to Gods,
What fliesareto wanton boys". Isit possible
for any coaching center of spoken English/
language slanted text-book to convey the
tragic human predicament of theselines?In
brief, themalady that afflictsour educational
scenarioisdeeper than, what oneisprepared
to believeand, much morethan oneisready
to confront with.

*k*

TRIVENI
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RAJA KALASYA KARANAM
TRAITS OF RAMA RAJYA - IDEAL STATE

Justice P. Kodanda Ramayya *

Therewasno fear of firenor any living
being drowninginwater, thereisnot evenan
iotaof fear fromwind and any fear of fever;
thereisnofear of starvationnor that of thieves.
Thiswasthe state of administration during the
reign of Sri Rama. - Valmiki Ramayanam
Balakanda - Chapter 1 - S92, 93.

Weseeday inand day out fireaccidents,
reportedinour dailly newspapers, in hospitas,
in holy places like temples, mosques, and
markets; officiad placeslike Secretariat, even
Presidential buildings. Recently, when the
presidential candidate began to address at
Gandhi Bhavanin Hyderabad firebroke out,
and people had to run out of thebuilding. We
had agreat calamity in Tamil Nadu Express
dueto fireandimmeasurablehuman suffering.
Thisisknown as Agni Bhayam.

Similarly, weget reportsvery often of
floodsinundating villagesresultingin deaths
and injuries, further we get reports about
children and adultsdrowning in holy places
likeriversand aso some pools. Brahmaputra
often causesimmeasurabledamagetolifeand
property during monsoon. Recently, we
experienced Tsunami (upsurging seacausing
very hightideontotheland) inIndia. Thishas
happened for thefirst timein India. Thisis
known as Aps Bhayam. Peace and prosperity
of subjects, seasona rains, disease and death

* Former AP High Court Judge, Hyderabad

TRIVENI

and other calamities, all depend ontheking.
The Sea God promised to devas not to
transgress the shore - Ayodhya Kanda -
Chapter 12 - S44. That promiseisnolonger
enforced astheearthisafflicted of Adharma.

Nearly 10 years back, coastal areain
AndhraPradesh suffered severely because of
acycloneand S'i Paramacharya of Kanchi
described that it was due to awful sin. This
year again coastal area of Andhra Pradesh
uffered heavily dueto devadtating gdecausing
severd tonsof food grainsgetting destroyed.
A cycloneis one which makeswind rotate
inwards, whileastormisviolent wind. Inthe
United States of America, Tornedos (heavy
windscirculating inwardsand moving rapidly
in one direction) cause heavy damage to
properties, such ashousesand carsliftingthem
away and diposing thesameat distant places.
Thisisknown as Vata (wind) Bhayam.

It is reported that 85% of Indians are
sck. Fever hasbecomeanormal occurrence.
Apart from fever, we now experience
innumerabletypes of diseases, T.B., cancer,
diabetes, heart diseasesetc. Itisreported that
citiesareunder thegrip of vird fevers. Thisis
the state of health hazard in India. Itissaid
that inanideal state, thereisnofear of fever
also. RajaRanjayati Prajah - Therighteous
and thetruthful king succeedsin pleasing his
subjects. 85% of Indias population are
reported to be sick as per the report of the
Social Worker, Sri Rgjiv Dikshit, submitted
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totheMinigtry of Hedlth, Government of India
in the year 2000. According to Sri Rajiv
Dikshit, health meansnot only physica hedth,
but al so sound mental health and considering
that aspect aso, the figure was quoted as
85%.

We are now reporting deaths due to
famine. Food and water go together.
Innumerablevillagesare suffering fromlack
of water and farmersare committing suicides
due to failure of crops. This is known as
Khsud Bhayam (Fear of Starvation).

We are reporting thefts in railways,
buses, eveninrickshaws apart from houses.
A police constable snatched the gold chain
from awoman and atraveling agent duped
people with tour packages. It is reported
55,000 children were kidnapped during the
period 2009 to 2011 and used for sexud trade
orforremova of organsforre-sde. Teachers,
bank employees, highdignitariesarefoundto
beguilty of stealing and emptyingtill of the
state. Reformists call them white collared
offences. Thisisknown as Taskara Bhayam.

All these calamities are happening
because people are not following Dharma-
their duties. The absence of Dharmaisdueto
thefact that theruler isnot following Dharma
and hence peopleare not following the same.
Thewell known axiomis Yadha Raja Tatha
Praja. TheKingisresponsiblefor period of
his time. Sage Veda Vyasa said in
Mahabharata "You should not doubt that
whether it istheking that makestheageor it
istheagethat makestheking; thetruthisthe
king makestheage(time)." Heisresponsible
for all that happensduring theduration of his
reign: Raja KalasyaKaranam. Santhi Parva

TRIVENI

Chapter 69 - 79. He also said "Fie on that
king in whose kingdom, a Brahmin or any
other man starves. The king who tells his
peoplethat heistheir protector but who does
not or is unable to protect them, should be
killed by hissubjectsinabody likeadog that
is affected with the rabies and has become
mad." (Anusasana Parva Ch.61-29 to 33).
In democracy, we get into power by making
promises. In this context, the statement of
Swami Vivekanandaisappositereferring to
the promisesmade by reformersfor getting
into power. Hesaid, "if youwishtobeatrue
reformer, threethingsare necessary - 1) Are
you fully aware of that ideaof sympathy?2)
Haveyou discovered meansby whichto keep
that gold without any of the dross? 3) What
isyour motive?Areyou surethat you are not
actuated by greed of gold, by thirst for fame
or power?

Thus, weseethat the Ruler should follow
thedharmaabsol utely.

Inthe celestial song, Bhagavatgita Sri
Krishnasaid "l imparted the imperishable
Nishkama Karma Yoga (doing hisown duty
with earnestness and without ego and
unmindful of the result) to ivasvan (Sun
God) who imparted it to Manuwho in-turn
imparted it to Ikshvaku". The Kings were
known as Rajarshiswho followed thisand
all beings on the earth were peaceful and
prosperous. But astime lapsed, thisYoga
dwindled and it got neglected by the Kings.
So, itisimperaivethat theRuler himsdf should
follow Dharma.

SageVeda Vlyasa, at theend of hiswork

Mahabharata, composed what isknown as
BharataSavitri. "With upliftedarmsl amcrying
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aloud, but nobody hearsme. From Dharma
originate profit and pleasure. Why should not
Dharma, therefore, be sought? For the sake
of pleasureor fear, or cupidity, or evenfor life
one should not forsake Dharma. Dharmais
eternd. Pleasureand Painarenot eternd. Jiva
iseternd. Thecause, however, of Jivasheing

19

invested withabody isnot eterna”.

Similarly, in Ramayana, Valmiki says
"From Dharma follows wealth, Dharma
begets happiness, by recourse to Dharma
onegetseverything. Theworld hasDharma
asitsessence” - 111-9-30.

*k*

KHUSHWANTSINGH -A WORLD CITIZEN

M.G. NarassmhaMurthy*

ToKhushwant Singh, lifeisever fascinating,
Vibrant, enigmatic and chalenging.

Nothing escapeshiskeen, watchful eyes-
Achievements rare, events shocking and
scenescomic

Evoke comments stimulating, witty and
sarcadtic.

Steepedin Indiashistory andrichtradition,
He seesthe changing world

Inright perspective

And pleadsfor sanity, justiceand equality.
Painful memoriesof partition,
helplessvictims migration,

Never- ending militancy, war and destruction
Fill hisanguished heart with compassion.
Grieved to see Bapu'steachings
throwntothewinds

And ever-increasing greed and extravagance

* Retd. Principal and Poet, Hyderabad

Heridiculesour leaders display of

wealth and arrogance;

Scoffsat ‘god men' who usecunning tricks.,.
Andtheir- dubiousrole inresolving conflicts
Being an agnostic, hethinksman'sfaculties
tooimperfect

To know 'Redlity’, Truth', 'God' and 'Fate'.
Yet, hetreatsall religions with due respect;
Defendsauthorsand artists

who defy the prevailing trend,

Women harassed and innocent victims

who need afriend.

Commentson erotic art and viewswhimsical
Inamanner jovid, spicy andinimitable.
Nature'sbeauty and variety delight hisheart,
Yet, her fury and vagary shatter histhought.
Libera, kind, unbiased and outspoken,
Bresking barriersthat divide mankind, .
Hehasthe heart and vision of aworld citizen.

*k*

Power corrupts. Poetry cleanses
Jon F. Kennedy

TRIVENI
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BRANDING WITH THE TRENDING - AMUL STYLE

Dr |. Satyasree *

She has been the darling of millionsof
Indians ever since she was born - the cute
chubby and ageless beauty - the most
effervescent and the most vibrant mascot of
all times, thelitttleAmul Girl who humsthe
catchy tune, Utterly Butterly Délicious, that
has become a symbol of India's White
revolutioninitiated by PadmaVibhushan Dr
Verghese Kurien(1921-2012) better known
as the Father of White Revolution and the
Milkman of India. The advertisement was
conceived and conceptualized by Sylvester
daCunhamorethan five decadesago and the
ad campaign gill maintainsitsuniquenessand
congstency andisoneof thoseadsthet isbeing
run uninterruptedly, for so long, despite
occasional controversies.

Dr.Kurien gave complete creative
freedom to daCunhaand histeam and that is
the reason for its phenomenal success.
daCunhasaysthat thetagline utterly butterly
delicious just happened over a casual
conversation hehad with hiswife, Nisha. The
caricature of Amul girl wasdrawn by hisart
director Eustace Fernandes. Thepretty little
girl, with the polka-dotted frock and a
matching ribbon in her ponytail hasbecome
the face of AMUL brand ever sinceand is
now the mascot for almost al its products.
Shedtill maintainsthe same bubbly, animated
and cheerful look and adorned nearly 4000
billboardsacrossthe country sofar.

* Editor, Triveni

TRIVENI

Amul girl's image is so popular that
people instantly identify her and it is no
exaggeration to say that everyone, right from
the common man to asuperstar, admiresher
for her ready wit and repartee. Her subtle
satirical remarksabout current affairs, political
events, socio-economic problems, women's
issues etc; not just at the national level but
also at the international arena attract wide
attention. PrimeMinisters, Presidents, Chief
Ministers, Politicians, Business |leaders,
Sportspersons, Bollywood Actors Films,
Corporate Houses, everybody/ everythingis
a subject of scrutiny for her. She makes a
clever analysisof thescenario. Although, her
comments on some sensitive issues raised
controversies, and Amul had towithdraw the
adson afew occasons, she hasdemonstrated
over theyearsthat sheisthereto makeapoint,
that tooin her owninimitablestyle.

Amul hasmastered the art of 'branding
withthetrending' whichispeerless. Sheisthe
one mascot, who stood thetest of time, and
continuesto enthrall millionsof Indianswith
her eternal charm, engaging smile and
mischievouslook. Her punchlinescoupled
with astriking messagearetruly remarkable.
Sheisawonderful critic. Shehasavery clear
perspective about current issuesand doesnot
hesitateto takeadig at erring politiciansand
corrupt people.

Shecdebrateslifeindl itsmyriad forms.

When Dilip Kumar, the legendary actor,
became a nonagenarian, she conveys her
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wishes'Happy Butterday Dilip Saab' andhums
hismost popular number, in her own sweet
way, 'suhanasafar aur yeh makhan haseen!’

: Suhana safar aur
(. éwn makhan nuum!é

She pays rich tributes whenever a
satesman, amusician, asnger, or theworld's
most admired CEO such as Steve Jobs passes
away. Shemournshisdemiseand bidsatearful
adieu 'ITGone' Apple losesits core! "Amul-
IStore.iPac.iHad'.

She pays homage to Nelson Mandela
reverentialy, when he passed away, by saying
'He rose every time we fell.' 'RIP Madiba
(1918-2013)".

RIP Madiba
{1918-2013)

TRIVENI
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There are no words, only tears, when
she offers tributes to the - one and only -
Shammi Kapoor - in hisown classic super hit
number, Taarif Karu KyaUsKi..."'Shammi
Kapoor -1931-2011".

She demonstratesthat sheisnot just a
'desi girl' and dons a ‘foreign avatar'
occasionally. She is interested in events
happening outside Indiaand hasakeen eye
for international affairs too. When Barack
Obamawon hispresidential electionsfor the
2nd time she hailed him 'Dobara Dobama!’
'Amul- yesyou can!' Thiswashismaost popular
dogan 'Yes, We Can' that brought him name
andfame. Sheusesit very skillfully inthisad.

DoBARA

B e !
P T
_ & NS Men CaME

Tl T e ST T I T

She has Bollywood connection too.
Whenever aBollywood film/song becomesa
super hit, sherespondsimmediately. Ranbir
& Deepika's recent blockbuster song
‘battameez dil' istransformed into 'Buttermeez
Dil!" Amul-for jawaani & deewani!
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For jawaani
&deewan !

Shah Rukh & Deepika's Chennai
Expressbecame aBox-office hit and Amul
girl croonsthe pop number and shakesaleg
withthem. In her tongue-in-cheek style, she
saysitisa'Bokwaasoffice Hit? 'Amul- For
ExpressBreakfasts!'

s EITfF...:Il[p'I‘E‘_iE
40 Brenkfasis |

Themuch awaited arrival of Aaradhya,
the Bacchan Baby, isrejoiced ‘Abhi Baby!"
'‘Amul-Utterly Bacchan-Ly ddlicious.

Sharukh'sthird child through surrogacy
too invitesher attention, 'Shahrugate baby?
'‘Amul-KidsLoveit!

TRIVENI

| ssuespertaining to tradeand commerce,
corporate mergers, businesstransactionsby
MNCsareall reviewed by her fromtimeto
time. Recently Facebook acquired WhatsApp
for anastounding $19bn. Thishistorical ded
is mentioned 'Fb boughtsapp!" 'Amul-
Whatsapplied to bread!”

Fb boughtsapp!
“ ) ghtsapp

Amiul
Whatsapplied

to bread !

She strongly supports corporate ethics
and reactssharply when the 7000-crore scam
broke out in Satyam. Though the ad on
Satyam RamdingaRgu'sscam received some
flak, sheexpressesher indignationinnosmple
terms'Satyam, Sharam, Scandalam!" 'Amul-
Butter Yum!'

Satyam, Sharam, Scandalam!
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Shedtsinasolemn mood extending her
support toAnnaHazare'sfast for Lokpa Bill.
She is here, wishing him a 'Happy Anna-
dependence Day' ‘Amul- The Lokpriya
Butter'.
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When Sachin hit a 100 Ton, she is
exulted and sharesthejoy of billionsof his
fans all over the world. On behaf of al of
them she says, 'HE CAME.HE SAU.HE
CONQUERED."'Amul-Tonsof BUTTER'.

The recent political developments in
Andhra Pradesh | eft her dismayed and she
paintsadark and gloomy picture, very aptly,
depicting the current situation there as
‘AndheraPradesh!"'Amul-Blackout.Yellow
in'.

sindhera Pradesh!

f{ .

Shereadily acclaimsthe achievements
of sportspersons. Dhoni's leadership skills,
that brought the World Cup to India, makes
her elated and she showerslavish praiseon
him Anhonl ko Dhoni karde!"' Amul- TheBrat

ﬁ'
,_;'*r Elrrand ||

HFaclrtrul Yellow in.

TRIVENI

Inthe same breath, she empathiseswith
Yuvrg Singh, lendsher moral supportinhis
fight with cancer and sayswe arewith you,
Yuandvi will fight thistogether!" /Amul'.

Perhaps, the only occasion she shed
tears and wept bitterly iswhen her creator,
Dr Kurien, passed away.

Shejoinsmillionsof peoplein offering
her profusethanksfor thisMilkman of India,
avisionary, a genius-par-excellence, who
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worked for thewelfare of hiscountrymenin  LongLiveDr Kurien& Amul Girl!!!
general and for women's empowerment in
particular, Thank Youfor Giving UsHaud a,
Pragati & Anand. Dr. V. Kurien (1921-2012),

*k*

AN APPEAL TO MY CALLERS

Turai Muralidhar *

| am enamoured of words unspoken A ripemangofalinginthecup of my hands
| lovethelanguage of heart Do not useyour mobileto passtime

Do not heat up the cellular phone Or to take revenge on someone

By talking abouit trivial matters Mobiletalk must cureillness

Your phonetalk must remind me of Conversationmust removeall fears

A beautiful waterfall Most of you remind meof slush

Your talk hasto resemble Whileyoutalk

Payingontheviolin Every call hastorguvenateme

Do not assault onmy earsby makingacall ~ Every cal hastotreat my wounds

Do not call up to create boredom | do not have pillsto cure headache
Your talk hasto belike Your language hasto create good climate
Themusic of amoving flower plant Whenyoucdl meupnexttime

| expect your call to remind me of Do not forget to make our conversation

Meaningful andfruitful.
* Writer, Secunderabad

* k%

Anideathat isdeveloped and put into action ismoreimportant than an ideathat existsonly as
anidea. Theneedto beright al thetimeisthe biggest bar to new ideas.
Edward deBono

TRIVENI JUL.-SEPT. 2014
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NEW WOMAN: AN ENLIGHTENED INDIVIDUAL
A Sudy of Anita Desai's Where Shall We Go This Summer

Dr. N. Venu Latha *

Women have served all these
centuriesaslooking glasses possessing the
magic and delicious power of reflecting the
figure of man at twice its natural size.

--VirginiaWoolf

Woman has been magnifying mantwice
hissze; whereasviewing hersdf andtheworld
through the eyesof man all her lifereduced
her own potential and placeto dmost nothing.
History reflects home to be the woman's
world, whereshespendsall her lifetoilingand
committed to her man and his obligations
gracefully. Sharing of responsibilities and
distribution of dutiesistrue and accepted but
the problem arisesonly when sheisnot given
enough space for herself and in decision
making in the family matters despite her
dedication and hard work. This obviously
leadsto agreat desirein her to be heard and
taken serioudy. Thereisacompellingurgein
her for aparticular way of living - alifefull of
love, respect and dignity. But it is sad that
these threethings are found missing to her.
Alsothepossession of woman asan articlein
theguiseof so-called protectionto her: father
inchildhood, hushand after marriageand son
at alater stageof life, unknowingly leadsher
to alife-long bonded slavery topped with
complete dependency on man that is
saddening and paradoxical.

* Lecturer in English, UCE, KU, Kothagudem
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In support of the context, Sita's
character fromAnitaDesai'sWhere Shall We
Go ThisSummer facesasimilar Stuation. In
the novel, Sita reflects the picture of a
traditional Indian woman asawife. Sheis
sensitive and poetic with an admiration
towardsNature, anintrovert andimaginative.
Sheisthedaughter of awell-known freedom
fighter whoisafollower of Gandhi. Shehas
an elder sister Rekha who is a melodious
classica nger, and ayounger brother Jeevan
whoisamischievousbrat. Shewastoldin
her childhood that their mother had left them
alone and gone to Benaras. After
independence, her father selects an island
called Manori to settledown with histhree
children. Hecalshishouse Jeevan Ashram
and"TheHomeof Soul". Therewasnoneto
take care and bring-up Sitain asystematic
manner. Shespendsdl thetimewith her father
and hisdisciples. Her father undertakesmany
social welfare activitiesand cures diseases
with magic and medicines. Gradudly, al the
villagersof Manori start admiring himfor his
social work. Later, when Sita'sfather dies,
hisclosefriend Deedar'sson Raman, marries
Sita Heisabusinessmanfrom Bombay. He
getsattracted by her beauty; and onthe death
of her father, he marriesher and bringsher to
Bombay. They havefour children, threeboys
andagirl. Sitabecomes pregnant for thefifth
time. On learning this she gets disturbed,
growsaggressive, thinking of al theboring
work and painsinvolvedinraisngachild and
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decidesnot to givebirth to her fifth child and
introducethe child to the polluted world. At
the same time, she does not want to abort
thechild; shewishesto keep her childin her
womb unborn. Sitaisfrustrated by theworld
and itspeople, full of violence, sex and food
and to make her situation till worse, findsno
lovein her marriage except for an adjustment
with Raman.

Sitathen startsunderstanding her mother
asanindividual, and respectsher decision of
leaving thefamily of four and going to Benaras
alonedespite her father, who being called a
second Gandhi. Thedifferencesbetween Sita
and her husband intensify; unableto bear it
any further and wishing for amiraclein her
life, she takes her daughter Menaka and
youngest son Karan and leaves for the
"Magic-land" Manori. Her father'shouseis
surrounded with abundant Nature and she
decides to stay the rest of her life there,
expecting a better and peaceful life in that
magic land. Shehatestheideaof bringingthe
childin her wombinto thisviciousworld; she
wishesto keep her child unborn. Later, Raman
comesto Manori to take hischildren back to
Bombay and in this process becomes
successful in pursuing Sitato returnto their
previous life by reminding her about her
commitments. Though Sita follows her
husband against her will, sheisleft with no
choice but to compromise because of her
commitment to her family and society. There
isaradical differencein her not only when
sheentered Manori but also when sheleaves
it; now sheisarealised self who takes her
compromise as her own choice and decides
tolivetherest of her lifewith thisredlisation.
Her redlisation can beclearly understood from
her remark:
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Instead of being what | am, | should
have known how to channel my thoughts
and feelings, how to put them to use. |
should have given my life some shapethen,
some meaning. At least | would have had
some for me.

The question is shockingly found
common to almost al women, who face at
onepoint or theother intheir lives.

After awoman'slifelong commitment
and sincere services to her man and his
relations, keeping aside her aspiration for
career, she remains unacknowledged and
devoid of identity tosdlf. Itisthisincondderate
treatment given to woman by the patriarchal
society that playsavital rolein prolonging
theperiod of her subdued positionthat inturn
delaysher realization for self. Many atime,
the oppressed situation of woman not only
favoursman but the balance of justiceistilted
moretowardshim making awoman'slifetill
moreweighing and burdensome.

Woman'slifeisboundto blindly follow
the conventiona normswithout an awakening
thought for self that seemsto belike passing
through adark and narrow passagewithout a
ray of enlightenment throughout, to redisewhat
her lifeisal about, intruesense.

Very late, sherealizesthat life which
presentsachdlengeevery day requiresandl-
timeprocessof sdf improvement. Her father's
comment aptly strengthensthe statement:

See the fisherman painting his boat.
Mendingit. Testing it. So we should go over
our hearts and heads, mending and
repairing, regularly, to remain seaworthy.
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Lifeisachallengeto one'sinstinct for self-
improvement. As soon asyou have grasped
one rung, reach for the next.

Woman's realisation results in
understanding thefact that lifedoesnot mean
justexigting; lifemeansliving. Itistolivewith
ameaning, for a purpose and with a great
satisfaction of being an individual. This
realisation is completely lost due to her
dependent lifethroughout. Margaret Fullerin
her quote points out the reason for woman's
dependency that hinders the path to
individudity, "WWoman'seconomic
on man makes her achild, or ward only, not
an equal partner”. It is true that monetary
dependency of woman on man being the
primary reason of her suffering, independence
In decision making becomes an unreached
mile-stonein her life.

All thewomenwho suffer the patriarcha
treatment realisethe cause of their suffering
that the socio-economic and psychological
barriers seem to bethe hurdlesto their self-
reliance. Suchwomenaredowly but definitely
tryingto breek thehard shell. Shehastoredize
her inner potentia that has been subdued for
agesthat can help her comeout of theconfined
and stereotypical womanhood. The moment
sheredlizesthis, thesearchfor identify and an
independent lifebegins.

Therealisation of self with respect and
asserting her position in the family and the
society istheultimate achievement of awoman
asanindividud retaining her feminined ement
of being ethica and mora whichisemotiondly
fulfilling. ThesearetheNew Womenwho have
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not abandoned thetraditional image but are
evolvingit, changingit andimproving uponit.
They areneither passvenor indifferent totheir
plight. They areslowly but surely acquiring
the capability tofacetheir lives, to break the
customswhich so far chained and crippled
them.

The metamorphosisof woman fromthe
ego-stage at home, creeping into the society
dowly likethelarva, madethemodernwoman
tofly freelikethefull-fledged butterfly. This
liberation into afree stage transcending the
obstructionson physical, psychologica and
societal levels, could berealised by women
only by making themselves independent
thinkers.

In order to achieve the thinking stage,
thewoman hasto fight with self and society
and gain sdf-confidenceand salf-respect, and
educate herself totally to suit the changing
world. There are many women who have
transcended thetraditiona rolesof awoman,
like Indira Gandhi, Benazir Bhutto, Golda
Meir, Sirimavo Bhandarnayake, Chandrika
Kumaratunga, KhalidaZia, Kiran Bedi and
L etika Saran to mention afew. Such women
should be taken as role models not only to
createan identity for self but asoto establish
self as an individual that render atrue and
completemeaning for awoman.

To have one's individuality completely

ignored is like being pushed quite out of

life. Like being blown out as one blows out
alight.

Evelyn Scott

Americanwriter

*k*
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GOD'S WAYS

M.L. Swamy*

Inour country, India, therearelakhs of
villages, big and small. In every village,
philanthropistsof thevillage gethered together
and donated their wealth, partly or fully and
built templesfor theworship of Godsand dso
to act as common meeting places for the
peopleof thevillageevery day. Theproperties
of thetemplesand their incomeweremanaged
by the elderly philanthropic persons of the
village, very dutifully and well, without any
pilferage. Over aperiod of time, world and
its values changed and so, the temple
managementsand their ways. Thevast landed
propertiesand even the valuablejewelry of
thedetiesareswallowed sysematicaly by the
influentiad and rowdiest trusteesof thetemples,
withtheresult that the deitiesintempleshave
become paupers and even their daily pujas
have become difficult to perform. The
swindling of money and propertiesbecame
easy and eventhedeitiescould not guardtheir
own properties. Thereisno fear left in the
swindlerseither from man or God. Even God
could not helpit!

Thereisaholy shrinecalled Tirupathi in
Chitttoor district of AndhraPradesh state. The
deitiesinthistempleareL ord Venkateswara
and Aluvelumanga. Another namefor Lord
VenkateswaraisBalgji. Heisalso calledin
Telugu, Yedu Kondala Vadu, the Lord of
Seven Hills, asyou haveto climb seven hills
toreach thetempleat Tirumalai. Tirumalai

* First Engineer-in-Chief, PWD, Govt. of AP (Retd.)
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means'Holy Hill"in Tamil. Thisshrineisaso
called DakshinaKas (Kasi of South). This
temple has got vast landed and other
properties, asalso very valuablejewelry of
thedeties Tensof thousandsof devoteesvist
thetempleevery day and givetheir offerings
to God in money, jewelry and other forms.
Thedevoteesarefromal partsof thecountry.
Lord Balgji'stempleistherichest templein
the country, with income of tens of |akhs of
Rupees every day. This temple is the best
managed temple in the country and the
facilitiesprovidedinthistemplefor pilgrims
areaso thebest inthe country.

Whilethisisso, itisamazingtofind how
thesevast landed propertiesand Jewelry of
the deities costing hundreds of crores of
Rupees are intact over the decades! While
thepropertiesof other templesin thecountry
are swindled systematically in different
degrees, how isit that thereisno swindling of
propertiesand moneys of thistemple?Who
are protecting these vast properties of the
Lord?lIsit themanagement of thetemple, the
officers, the staff and the security or the
pilgrims?Or isit God Hims=lf?

| had some association with Tirupathi in
my early professional career. Actualy, | set
up my family for thefirst time after marriage
at Tirupathi, when | was posted asAssistant
Engineer PWD in 1951. Later in 1962, |
worked as Executive Engineer PWD at
Tirupathi inchargeof condruction of buildings
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andirrigationworksin Chittoor district. While
| wasableto easily get contractors, good ones
too, for my works, my counterpart, who was
incharge of worksin Tirupathi Devastanam
could not get contractorsso easily. | studied
alittleand asked someof my contractors, why
twerethey shunning to take up theworksof
Devastanam, while they were having a cut
throat competition to get worksfrom PWD.
They replied"Sir, itisnot good for usto take
up the works of the Devastanam, as, in our
profession, we cannot be straight. We have
to cheat and do substandard work to get high
profits. But, when we do such things, God
will punish usin other ways. Themonieswe
illegally makewill not stay with usfor long
and our good moniesarealso lost in course
of time. That is the experience of the
contractorsthat took up Devastanamworks.
That is why we prefer to take up PWD
contractsrather than God'sworks. We don't
want to cheat God". | amtold that themonies
pilfered or illegally earned by even officersof
Devastanam, like peishkars and other staff
won't stay withthemtoolong. They had gone
through hardshipslater.

| left Tirupathi by end of 1964 ontrandfer.
Later my friendsat Tirupathi told thisincident
tomein early seventies. Thetop executive of
the Tirupathi Devastanamisthe Executive
Officer (EO). At that time, the Executive
Officer wasan adminigtrative officer, deputed
to Devastanamby the state Government. At
the Tirumalai temple a big Hundi is kept
outside the sanctum sanctorum, for pilgrims
to put their offeringsto God. The offerings
consisted of currency, coins, jewelry, and
many other things. These offeringsaretaken
out from Hundi every day and counted by
the Devastanam staff and accounted for in
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the Devastanamfinances. | believe, oneday,
some anonymous philanthropic devotee put
aDiamond necklace, vaued at around Rupees
onelakh, intothe Hundi. At the present rates
it may cost about Rs.1.5 Million. The
Executive officer of the Devasthanam, who
wasknownto beagood and upright officer,
in one of his weak moments, snatched the
necklace and kept it outsi de the accounts of
the Devasthanam. Later, he wanted to
disposeof thenecklacedyly and makemoney.
He knew it will be very risky to dispose of
thenecklace at Tirupathi, asitisavery small
town. So, hewent to Madras (now Chennai)
and explored the possibilities of disposing it
off. He went to big jewelers like Bapalal,
Surgimd and others. But, hewasagain afraid,
asMadrasisvery closeto Tirupathi and he
may be exposed. After exploring afew other
places like Bangalore, hefinaly landed in
Bombay (now Mumbai). In Bombay, he
explored a few jewelry shops and finally
entered into onebig, posh jewelry shop and
showed the diamond necklaceto the owner
of the shop, a Sethji. The Sethji looked at
that necklace and asked the officer
suspicioudly, "Whose necklace isit?' The
Executive Officer replied that the necklaceis
his wife's. The Sethji said 'How can it be
yours?ltisMine. Seetheseengravedinitials
of mineon the necklace. Last month | went
to Balgji templeat Tirupathi and putitinthe
Hundi asmy offering. How did you get this?"
The story turned topsy turvy to the dismay
andfear and anxiety of the Executive Officer.
Heimmediately went down on hiskneesand
begged the Sethji to take back the necklace
and pardon him and not to expose him and
report to police. Luckily, the pious Sethji
relented and | eft of f the Executive Officer. He
later went to Tirupathi again and put the
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necklaceintheHundi of the L ord!

Now, | redlizewhoisprotecting thevast
propertiesof Lord Venkateswaraat Tirupathi.
Is it the Management? Is it the Executive
Officer?1sit the Peishkar, staff, security or

the pilgrims? No! No! No! It is Lord
VenkateswaraHimsdlf, whoisprotecting His
own properties!

God'swaysaremany! Probably thisis
oneof them.

* k%

AN OBITUARY NOTE

Ramakrishna Rao Gandikota*

Mr.RadhakrishnaMurthy Challa isno
more. R M Challa as he is known in the
literary world, |eft thestreet of Ink, leaving an
indeliblemark intheannalsof journalismon
29- 4- 2014 at theripe age of 88, peacefully.

For over two decades, he contributed
tothecolumnsof Indian Express. Hewasa
great scholar in English, Sanskrit, Telugu,
Hindi and many more Indian and foreign
languageslike French, German, and Itaian.

Hewasapoet, philosopher and avedic
scholar. HewasaTrue Teacher. A merewish
to learn something, by any one of his
acquintances, makeshim bouncelikea boy,
and getsready to teach, not caring hisor the
learners difficulties. | am one of those
benificiaries. He loved cycling evenin his
gxties.

* Retd. Principal, Kakinada

He used to take me out to the city
outskirtsof the Rgjahmundry town and Sitting
under a green wood tree, pour out asin a
trance his views on phillosophy, poetry,
pronunciation etc,.

Beauty of the Poet, a long poem, is
hismagnum opus. It deservesto beincluded
astext for thestudentsof englishliterature.

Mr. T. Siva Rama Krishna, Challa's
Boswell, so far brought out 5 volumes of
Challa'scontributions. The 6" and the last
volumeisready for release on Challas next
birth day which falson June28".

Challa's sad and sudden demise came
as shock to both of us, who were hisardent
admirersfor over four decades.

May his Soul Rest in Peace.

*k*
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SAMUEL BECKETT'S ENDGAME AND BADAL SIRCAR'S

EVAM INDRAJIT

IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

AMALGAMATION OF THE EAST & THE WEST
THROUGH MODERN DRAMA

Dr.D.R. PratimaRoy *

Endgame of Samuel Beckett and Evam
Indrajit of Badal Sircar aretheAllotropes of
Atrophy. Itisaknown fact that 'M odernism'
arrivesin popular theatrewith Samuel Beckett.
His plays have become known all over the
world for all their strangeness and are
continually being revived by both the
professond and theamateur theatre. Hisplays
aretermed as our 'Modern classics.He has
drawntheinternationd audiences for athestre
which is intensely inward.This is what
W.B.Yesats called as a drama of the most
interior being. During Yestssday suchadrama
was confined to Dublin and London, but
Beckett's virtuoso skill and also his
humaneness madethisto extend gresatly into
the public domain, andin doing so, changed
the course of modern theatre. It isin this
context that the Bengal architect- a Civil
Engineering graduate- Bada Sircar hastobe
talked about. Therearemany thingsincommon
to these two playwrights that makes their
semind playscomparable, though oneisfrom
the West, born two decades earlier than the
other fromthe East.

Beckett's Endgame is one of the plays
of the post-war years. Theplay carriesitsown

influentia, gpocal yptic message, right fromthe

*  Lecturer in English, St. Joseph's College for
Women, Kurnool
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setting of the play to the other aspects. The
Setting and Situation suggestsan underground
bomb shelter, possibly after the occurrence
of a nuclear holocaust. His active part in
French Resistance and semi-hiding until
German collapse and thei sol ated existence-
all thesearereflected in hisplays, especialy
inhisEndgame. Thetitle Endgamereminds
of themovesof achessendgame, themoves
of which is usually decided before the
endgame occurs. Thecharactersintheplay,
likethe chessmen at checkmate, cannot end
their game of life. They only passthetime,
mortifying each other and toying with fears
andillusonsof apossiblechange.

Twentieth century witnessed turmoil and
troublespoalitically and socidly inIndia Indian
strugglefor independence and theinstability
of the post-war independent Indiashattered
the hopesof educated I ndians. The ongoing
frustrations, burning problems and
inconsstenciesinlife havebecomearoutine
for modernman. Itisinsuch anagethat Evam
Indrajit holdsrelevance. Thevery title Evam
Indrajit (which means "And Indrgjit")
exemplifies modern man's state of identity
crisis.He prefers to be confirmed to the
dictates of the society, like hispeers, Amal,
Vimal, Kamal. Heis...;"and Indrgjit", apart
of thewhole.
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Endgame and EvamIndrajit dramatize
thesituation of horizontal man caughtinverticd
timeandcircular evolution. Inthissituation, a
sepforwardis, by definition, astep backward.
Endgame has the opening lines, by Clov:
Finished, itsfinished, nearly finished... (andthe
concluding lineof the play by Hamm: .....You
...remain).There is an echo of Biblical
language. At crucifixion, JesusChrigt uttersthe
wordsltisfinished. By these He meansthat
through Hissacrificial death He hasgranted
rebirthinto Eternity for the believing mankind.
Death-related endingsintheplay areoneand
the samewith beginnings. Therest of theplay
hammersaway theideathat beginningsand
endingsareintertwined, and that existenceis
cydlicad. Another inganceof thisisthat Hamm
and Clov killing aflea, from which humanity
may bereborn. Therearenumerousreferences
to Christ, whose death (and resurrection)
gavebirthtoanew religion.

In EvamIndrajit, thecyclical nature of
the play isemphasized by the peoplego round
and round. For instance, Auntie (called as
Maasi in Bengali) is seen persuading the
Writer, the main character, to havefood, and
Manas - aninspiration,gppearing asawoman
- (‘thecreation of themind', perhapsan Indian
counterpart of Jung's Anima) enquiring about
the play. They keep popping up and
repestedly askinghim:

Auntie: Aren't you goingto eat? While
Manas : written anything? EvamIndrgjit P6)

Throughout the play, Auntieand Manas
counterpoint each other.

LikeHamm and Clov who can't finish
ending their lives, the Writer also poignantly
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admitsinthesametonethat hecan't finishthe
play .For this, Indrgjit says. what'sthe point
of finishing it? 1t won't ever get completed.
It'sendisitsbeginning(Evam Indrgjit P59).

In both the plays, the characters have
no hope becausethey know thefuture. Their
pastisonewith their future. They know that
what isbehind will also beahead of them. Itis
theendlessroad wherethereisnorespiteand
they must go on round and round and round.
Theresultisacircle- azero. They arestruck
inaperpetua loopthat never dlowsthemfina
closure. Clov'sfrequent failed attemptstoleave
theroom (and hisfind return after vowingto
leave), Hamm'sins stenceonreturning to the
centreof theroomand Indrgjit'sfailed attempt
for asuicide- show that thereisno escape.

But in both the plays, there is one
exception to this circularity. In Endgame,
Nell's death may be an aberration asitisa
play wheredeath seemsimpossible. But snce
Nell is the one character who sees the
absurdity of the situation, perhaps she is
rewarded by dying. In Evam Indrajit too
Sircar suddenly changesthescale. Heisvery
accomplished in thisfeat and employsthis
'shift of scal€ asamgjor techniquethroughout.
This is done by Manasi intruding upon
Indrgjit's cogitation to ask him to eat some
food, which has been the function of the
mother solong. Thewriter feel sbetrayed and
Maned isshocked at what shesaid and reverts
to her original roleto ask ‘ Haveyou written
anythingyet? , (EvamIndrajit P50). Perhaps
by achange of scale, Sircar meansto show
that people change, but their actionisthesame
without any meaning.

He aso emphasizes this through his
charactersthat by being many, but played by
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thesame person. A conversation betweenthe
Writer and Indrgit establishesthispoint. After
Indrgjit comesback from London, the Writer
askshimif heismarriedtohisbeloved cousin
Manasi. Indrgjit says that he is married to
someone else by name Manasi. When the
Writer isperplexed on hearing the samename
Manasi, Indrgjit says, ‘ That's what usually
happens. Manas’scomeand go. One can get
married to only oneof them. Theotherscome
and go. Manas’s sister Manasi.Manasiss
friend Manasi. Manasi'sdaughter Manasi’.
ThentheWriter asks: LikeAmd, Vimal and
Kamal?(Evam Indrajit P52). Indrajit
answersin the affirmative. The Writer al'so
playstherole of a peon and the bossin the
office. Sircar wanted to imply through this
techniquethat there'sno essential difference
between the two: both were human beings.
Likewisethedifferent charactersof the play
appear to bethedifferent aspectsof thewriter
himself, reflecting hispsyche. Thereisone
detail pointingtotheother.

In Endgame, thereisamention of two
boys- oneisthe boy in Hamm's story about
thebeggar, and the other isthe boy at theend
of the play - function as symbols of
regeneration. Hamm's story takes place on
ChristmasEve, giving the sensethat the boy
(who may or may not be Clov, asBeckettis
ambiguousabout thisconversation) isamore
explicit symboal of regeneration. Clov calshim
apotentia procreator (Endgame P50).

Traditiondly, asymbol Sgnifiessomething
different from itself throughout and
consistently. But in Endgame and Evam
Indrajit, it isseen that acharacter standsfor
himself, for a certain aspect of human
persondity, for al themeninan age, for man
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asspecies, or for theentirelife. Thisislike
the critic who approaches aBeckettan play,
andfindshimsdf playingwiththeauthor akind
of chessgame, because whatever hismoves
are or interpretive strategies (like the
naturalistic, expressionistic, symbolic,
Cartesian, Jungian, Freudian, etc), he is
constantly check-mated. Thisgoesonandon
until the realization dawns that such isthe
experienceof maninhisgamewiththeworld
- in his search for the meaning of life. Itis
futileto insist on any realistic or symbolic
interpretationsfor any cons stent meanings. It
is worthwhile to take the essence of the
experiencethat awork affords.

In Endgame, it is the experience of
continuing to play agamethat isover soasto
feel what it meansfor man to be condemned
toexistinaworldinwhich hehasbeenfilled
inevery effort of histo play asignificant role.
Thevery ideaof the Endgameistaken from
the game of chess, where the concept
designatesthelast, and entirely predictable,
stage of agame. The chess motif amplifies
Samue Beckett'svisonof arepetitivecyclica
universe.

Smilarly, inEvamIndrajit, Indrgittells
Manas and to the Writer that they haveto go
ontheendlessroad. Intheend Indrgit sternly
tellstotheWriter and to Manasi to call him
Nirmal Kumar Ray and not Indrgjit. At the
start of the play, when the Writer did not
accept the name of the fourth of the four
latecomers, as Nirmal Kumar Ray, Indrgjit
shied away from giving him his real name
Indrgjit (the name of the mythical rebel
Meghnad, who defeated Indra, the Indian
Zeus). Fear prompted him to practice this
minor deception. It is the fear of the
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consequenceof deviaing fromthesocid code,
From this point, the Writer probesinto the
livesof Ama, Vimal, Kamal and Indrgjit and
takesover like an ubiquitousand omniscient
presence.

Amal, Vimal and Kamal become cogs
inthewhed of thesociety. Indrgjit endeavours
to dosomething meaningful inlife. Heattempts
toimpart meaningtothedaily activitiesof life,
love, marriage, profession and prevents
himself from submission to a humdrum
existence. Theprotagonist eventualy realizes
that thereisno escape. Thefulfillment of his
lovetoo does not provide him with arefuge
for escapism. His visit to London further
frustrateshim, and he vergeson suicide. But
hefailsinthisregard too. He concludes: The
past and the present are the two ends of a
snglerope. Thisispardld to SartreésNo Exit
wherethereisno escape. Thereforethe play
is unconsciously coloured with Sartrean
Exigentidism. Thethemeisevolved through
thedreams, despair and disillusionment of the
protagonist Indrgjit. Heisdescribed interms
of society and not in terms of his own
exigtence. Hisidentity isyet again questioned
by histeachers, who call him by amereroll
number. Hecanthereforeeasily poseasAma
and answer hisroll call.

In Endgamethe characters- or players
- enact repetitiveritualsthat are part of their
endgame. Like alosing player who strains
throughthefina moveseventhoughhisdemise
isimminent, the charactersmakeroutinesout
of their livesand do whatever it takesto get
through onemore day, eventhough thegame
has logt, the appeal it may have once had.
Beckett parallels the chess conceit to the
endgame of life and constructsto the chess
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motif with movementson stage.

Beckett wasoneof thelynch pinsbehind
the Frenchtheatrical movement called the
Theatreof theAbsurd. TheAbsurdiststook a
page from the Existentialist philosophy
believing that lifewas absurd, beyond human
rationality, meaningless, asentiment towhich
(both) Endgame (and Badal Sircar's Evam
Indrajit) subscribe, with their conception of
circularity and non-meaning.

Thelanguageof both the playstrangports
thespectators/ readerstotheworld of Absurd
Dramawithitscyclica and repetitive pattern.
The stichomythic design adds to the
phenomenon wheresinglelinesare parts of
lines spoken by alternate speakers. Badal
Sircar wasasked in aninterview whether he
considered Evam Indrgjit asapolitical play
or an existential play. He said that he never
consdered theplay asapoalitical play, and he
did not know the philosophy of existentiaism.
Therefore, the play can be perceived asan
Absurd play. Theplay keepsechoing that our
existenceisapointlessparticleof dust..

Both the plays are an expression of
despair. ThereisSisyphean labour, carrying
on the burden of existenceinaworld devoid
of fear of God, or meaningful living. Thetenor
of language (to depict alifethat isinexplicable
and humanity that isincapacitated by thelack
of any dependable faculties of
communication) with its meaningless
reiterations epitomize theabsurd flux of life.
Theclaustrophobicinterior, cut off fromthe
world (suggesting apossiblenuclear holocaust
in Endgame) or the world in total [where
Indrgjitisseento havetravelled fromIndiato
London (inorigind versonand New York in
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later trand ated version, implying that it does
not matter whether London or New York, as
any place in the world is same) in Evam
Indrajit makesno difference. They havethe
cosmic pattern of theasymptote: asthelength
approachesinfinity, content approaches zero.

Conclusion: Taken together, they
compriseaminisculeversion of the story of
themankindinitsfloundering evolution, within
the prison of time and space. Only thus can
one explain why there is heroic grandeur
(though the characters are unheroic and
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undramatic stuff asSircar calls) ontheone
hand and the stench of dissolution ontheother.
For playslike Endgame and EvamIndrajit,
even the 'tragicomedy’ would not be an
adequate label. Instead of juxtaposing,
aternating, or interlacing thetragic and the
comic, here, everythingissmultaneoudy and
concurrently tragic and comic. This is a
distinguishing feature of Modern drama,
where the movements and the artists of the
theatre tend to be hard to pin down to one
particular genericlabel or artistic method.

* k%

BROKEN VALVES

Dr. R. M.V. Raghavendra Rao*

We have heard of continental drifts,

When races after raceswent to pieces.

We have heard of universa deluge,
Whenthedementswaited eterndly for refuge.
We have read about world wars,

Leaving civilizations withineradicablescars.
We hear now of loving couples,

Instantly parting without smiles,

* Associate Professor of English (Retd), Poet,
Hyderabad

Having vowed totravel for miles.

Now we haveasingleculture

Torn asunder by self-seeking vultures.
Monumentsof valuesare broken asunder
Memoriesof great mindsare made

to surrender.

By strategiesof bloodlesssurgery,

By coteriesof palitical jugglery.

Air, water and light aredivided,

Alas! Will they ever bereunited!

*k*

Thereésadanger intheinternet and socia media. The notion that information isenough, that
more and moreinformation isenough, that you don't haveto think, you just haveto get more

information - getsvery dangerous.
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FROM HAMPI TO HARAPPA
AtributetoAcharyaTirumala Ramachandraon hisBirth Centenary - 2013

Ramakrishna Rao Gandikota*

Honorary prefixes, suffixes, degreesand
titlesare superfluousfor scholarsof eminence
like Maha Mahopadhyaya Tirumala
Ramachandra (1913-97).

In Yoga Vasistha, itissaid

Plants also live and birds and beasts live.
But he lives (truly) whose mind is live by
thinking.

Thefaunaandfloralive, a timesfor even
hundreds of years, but they do not havethe
thinking faculty. Man, theHomo sapien, done
isbestowed with that faculty. But seldomwe
dothink, wemerely act; seldomwedolive-
but survive. Wedo not court worries, troubl es,
policearrests, court martial etc., if givenan
opportunity to haveacomfortablelifeand a
secured income. But thisisnot the casewith
Prof. TirumalaRamachandra.

Dr. Ramachandra is a multifaceted
personality with peculiar life style and a
chequered career. Hislifeisacombination of
contrasts, complexes, dudities. Heisorthodox
by appearance but modern by way of thinking.
Hegot his'acharya suffix inhisnamede eted
voluntarily, not to be identified with caste.
What arevolutionary decison! (Origindly he
was named Ramachandracharya). Hewasa
linguist and epigraphist! Hewasagreat scholar

* Retd. Principal, Kakinada
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in Telugu, Sanskrit, Hindi, Urdu, Persian,
Tamil, Kannadaetc.

He is a master of extremities with
mercurial movement and lightning speedin
taking decisions. Sri TirumaaRamachandra
issmplicity incarnate, humanity personified
even at timesof adversity. Heisamanwith
eternal quest for knowledge, a true
Karmayogi, never caring for fruits of his
action. He considered himself a Bhasha -
Sevakudu, in the most humble way. His
forewords to books were titled Manavi
Matalu;

Whoever wanders world over
Whoever serves the scholars galore
His knowledge spreads like

A drop of ail on the surface of water

Likeasanyasin, hewandered from place
to place, with no attachments, never caring
for comforts, recognition or even career
prospects, leave aone power and pelf. With
his personal contactswith several stalwarts
of freedom movement and eminent scholars,
he could have adorned very high offices -
academic or gubernatorial, if hewished. He
had the honour of travelling with Mahatma
Gandhi by car, from Chiralato Madras. He
remained obscure and wetoo haveforgotten
him. Unfortunately, itisthe samecasewith
MahamahopadhyayaKas Krishnamacharya
and MahamahopadhyayaK okkendaVenkata
Ratnam Pantulu garu.
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Si TirumaaRamachandrawas predominantly
apatriot and a journalist to the core. As a
journalist, he worked with (a) Daily
Telegraph, Kanpur, (b) Mizan of Adavi Bapi
Raju, from Hyderabad. (c) Andhra Prabha,
(d) Andhra Patrika, (€) Andhra Bhoomi etc.
He was secretary Balala Academy during
1979-80.

He worked in Saraswati Mahal
Manuscript Library of Tanjavoor and
Oriental manuscript library of Lahore. He
brought out about 20 researchissues. There
aremorethan ahundred forewordsand over
onethousand book reviewsto hiscredit. In
thosedays, toget anarticlepublishedinthe
magazine Bharati of Desoddharaka Sri
Kasinadhuni Nageswara Rao, was like
securing a D.Litt from the University of
Madras. Sri Tirumala Ramachandra's first
article on Andhra Chando Viseshamulu
appeared in the September 1935 issue of
Bharati. That articlewas appreciated by Rao
Saheb Gidugu RamaMurthy Pantulu Garul.
Inthat context, Sri Tirumala, humourously
wrotethat hefelt so happy asif two D.Litt.
degreeswereawarded to him by theuniversity
of Madras.

Autobiographieswritten by Journalists
arerare, rarer gill areinregional languages.
Hampi Nunchi Harappa Daka,
autobiography of TirumalaRamachandrain
Telugu, isquiteunique. Kamalapuram, the
villagehelivedin during hischildhood, isthe
sarting point of the accountsof the historical
ruins of Hampi, Vijayanagar empire.
Virupaksha temple is very near to
Kama apuram Village. In hischildhood, he
visited Hampi and after servinginthearmy,
he visited Harappa. He bathed in
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Tungabhadra as a child, and Sndu as a
matured man. That is how the title of his
autobiography ismost appropriate. Thereare
61 chapters. Each chapter begins and ends
with abeautiful Sanskrit doka. Further, there
isagenerous sprinkleof Sanskrit aphorisms
which highlight the book asareference book.
Sketches of Amareswara Rao enliven the
reading. The racy style of anecdotes,
pi cturesque presentation of thethen society
and people, makethe book un-put-downable.
Wefed asif wearereadinganovel. Having
read once, wewill be temptedtoread again
and again and make use of the pithy maxims
inour own persond life.

TirumaaRamachandrawasbornon 17
June 1913, in Raghavampalli, a hamlet in
Anantapur Digtrict. Hehad hisearly education
inthevillagesof Ragampalli, Anegondi and
Kamaapuram (Bdllary Dt.). Hisparentswere
Smt. Janakammaand Sri Seshacharyulu. All
hisfamily memberswere supporters of the
congressand wereinvolved inthefreedom
movement. They attended the meetings of
Belgaum congress and Cocanada congress.
They were ardent followers of Lokamanya
BadaGangadharaTilak.

In 1923, at the tender age of 10,
Ramachandra attended the Cocanada
(Kakinada) congressmeeting along with his
uncle Sri TirumalaVenkatacharyulu. From
therehewent to Tirupati, wherehe studied as
a boarder in the Devastanam's Sanskrit
College.

Onthemidnight of January 30th in 1932,
Si TirumaaRamachandraaongwithacouple
of hisfriends, hoisted Nationd Tricolour FHag
atop the Temple Tower of Nammalwar Koail,
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whichwasthe most historical and sensationd
incident of thosedays. Overnight, hebecame
ahero. Not satisfied withit, after acouple of
days, hegot ready 500 manuscript pamphlets,
seeking peoplesinvolvement in thefreedom
struggle. He was caught red-handed, with
evidence, andtried in Chandragiri Court, and
was sentenced oneyear Jail term. It wasthe
first freedom movement case is Chittoor
Didrict. Hewasincarcerated in Tiruchirapalli
Jail. He was released from the Jail in 1933
and was simultaneously expelled from the
Devasthanam's Sanskrit College, Tirupathi.

With the blessings of Sri K.V.
Raghavacharyulu, a leading lawyer and a
congress sympathizer, Ramachandra got
admitted in the Vedic Sanskrit College,
Nellore.

Later on, hejoinedin Sanskrit College,
Mylapore, Madras. It wasduring thisperiod,
Mr. TirumaaRamachandragot involvedinthe
Madrasconspiracy case. Hewascharged with
treason, punishablewith death.

Andhrakesari Sri Tanguturi Prakasam
Pantulu garu, therenowned lawyer and leader
of thefreedom movement, defended the case.
With hisinimitablestyle of argument for over
anhour, giving no chanceto theaccused No.1
i.e. Sri TirumalaRamachandra, to open his
mouth, so that he may not reveal thetruth,
succeeded in not getting Ramachandra
arrested. However, the casewasnot closed
and Mr. Ramachandra was under police
vigilance. Hewasexpelled from the Sanskrit
College, Mylapore Madras, as the
management wasafraid of losing government
grant.
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After he came out of the MadrasHigh
Court un-convicted, inthe conspiracy case,
he had nowhereto go. Asthe poet Coleridge
says'Water-water everywherewater, but not
adroptodrink”, thewholeworld wasbefore
him, but no oneto receive him, including his
own parents. He got frustrated and even
attempted suicide by drowninginthesea. But
two beat constables rescued him and were
good enough, not tofileacase of ‘attempt to
uicide.

Again it was his uncle Mr. Tirumala
Venkatacharyulu, who was by then working
with Bharati, asan assistant editor, who came
to his rescue. From then onwards, started
the journalistic career of Sri Tirumala
Ramachandra, which lasted for about five
decades. He was a mentor and idol, to
hundredsof journdistsof thosedays. Hewas
closdly associated with Sri Veturi Prabhakara
Sastri, Sri Bulusu VenkataRamanayya, Dr.
Yellapragada Subba Rao of Lederly fame,
whom the M.S.N. Charities, Kakinada
sponsored for U.S. trip to undertake research,
Si Mdlampalli SomasskharaSarma, Sri Vissa
AppaRao (Principa A.U. Colleges) and many
moreluminariesof yester years.

He served in the army as a clerk-
havaldar (1940-44) during which time he
stayed in Baluchistan, Quettaand Chaman.
To help a starving colleague, Mr.
Ramachandra, was prepared to face acourt
martial. It shows the humane nature of the
eternal fighter and writer,
Mahamahopadhyaya TirumaaRamachandra.
He was awarded with the title Patrakara
Sromani Award, on behalf of Udanta
Martanda Cal cutta. Hewashonoured inthe
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world Telugu conferencesin Hyderabad and
Kaulalampur. He received Ekata award,
Hyderabad, and A.P. Sahitya Academy
Award. Hemarried Ananthalakshmi in 1938.

Acharya Tirumala Ramachandra's
journey cameto an end on 12" October 1997
at aripeage of 84 years. Hisautobiography
Hampi Nunchi Harappa Daka got published
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two monthsafter hisdemise, by AJO-VIBHO
Publication (U.S.A.). Prior to publicationin
book form, the autobiography was seridized
in Andhra Prabha, illustrated weekly for 61
weeks from 20-03-1996 to 21-05-1997.
Week after week, readerswaited eagerly, to
read these anecdotes. Virtually, it was a
mental pabulum both for the erudite and
common readersin those days.

* k%

WHY MEN GET THE BLAME?

KumarendraMallick*

Curseme...
Why themen get al theblame?

Poor fellow,

he needsto be a Shakespeare

or in monsoon aKalidasato see
inher flying curlsacloud,
acrescent moonin her wink

or acloudburst in her warmtears

Gymhehastovistdaily

and practiceyogaand pranayama

to strengthen hisheart and arm muscles
on each birthday to pick her up

* Poet, Hyderabad

InaMall, manisanother mannequin,
abystander to carry her shopping bag

and to nod each timeto say yesto her choice
and empty hispursetimeand again

Afterdl these

if heislatefromtheoffice,

Or found chatting with apretty thing,
apieceof her mind shegiveshim,
sherainsfireevenin spring

Careand concernevenin her dust storm
dotouchaman'sheart, she needsasoft caress
to shower her deep love to make life
enchanting!

In her rose garden, thethornsare sharp
theroses, too, areever smiling...

*k*

Anexpertissomeonewho hassucceeded in making decisonsand judgementssmpler through
knowing what to pay attention to and what to ignore.
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THE JOY OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE

Silloo M ehta*

Conscienceisinborn. It enterswith our
first breath and remainsasaguiding light. It
awayspointsto thetruth. Heed it. Your first
inginctistheright one; beforethemind brings
itsmotives of self-interest. It isahard task
measter not comfortableto livewith. Guiltisits
companion. Be on guard for motives. True
altruism, or acloak for ahidden agenda?lItis
so easy torationaliseone'sdesires.

Like conscience, happinessisinborn.
We spend our lives seeking it, sometimes
sling our soulsfor thiselusveNirvana Y,
unknown, it often entersour lives, itstouch as
light asabutterfly’s A baby'ssmilebringsforth
ingant joy and aresponsivereaching out. True
friendship warmsthe heart. Treasureit. The
beauty of nature brings a calm soothing
happinessfor thewondersof creation. Above
all, fed thejoy of giving. Givewhenyou see
need, givewithout expectation of return. Give
evenwhenit hurts- and thenforget about it.
That isthe hardest part. An gppreciativeword,
a gesture of affection makes life so much
esSer.

Renowned philanthropigslike Bill Gates
and Warren Buffett, established foundations
whichwill continueto managether vast wedth
for charitiesaround theworld. Our ownHouse
of Tata is a shining example. In arecent
interview with Rockefeller representatives,
Ratan Tatamentioned that 4.5 per cent of their
incomewent to charities.

The world needs more goodness, less
greedandlust for power, which haveengulfed
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our country inaseaof corruption. The next
bought el ectionisnot theanswer. We need to
pray for anAvatar.

RisingNew India: Everyonewantsto be
happy, yet we sow the seeds of our own
unhappiness. Life'ssharp edgescanrub us
raw but angry response will solve no
problems.

Nurturing grudgesislikeingesting dow
poison. It affectsthe health, robsthe day of
joy and makes for dreary companionship.
Once we decide to forgive and forget,
suddenly aload islifted from our shoulders.
Loveentersthe heart and we can be happy
again. Therewill dwaysberegret for the lost
years, but don'tletit spoil the present.

Possessionsdo not buy happiness. They
merely encourage greed. Nothing is ever
enough. Themindlessconsumerismthat TV
hasbrought into our homeshassetin motion
ahugediscontent. Everybody wantseverything
and they want it now, especially the young.
They dsoredlisethat educationisthekey to
prosperity. For thefirsttimeitisopentoal.
Parentswork over-time, takeon multiplejobs,
and the children show boundlessambition. It
iscommon to beintroduced proudly to " my
M.Com. daughter” or "Engineer son”. Their
s f-esteem has soared. Inasinglegeneration
they havejoined themiddleclass. Wergoice
intherising new India. May they fly far, yet
not forget their roots.

Courtesy: The Hindu
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WALLACE STEVENS "THE EMPEROR OF ICE-CREAM"
AS A POEM OF MODERNITY

Dr. P. Satyanarayana *

TheModernist revolutionin American
poetry was essentially accomplished during
1912-1922. Wallace Stevens was an
American Modernist poet. Hewasbornon
2" October 1819 in the city of Reading in
Pennsylvania State. During his school
education, helearned French, German, Latin
and Greek. After hishigh school education,
he studied at Harvard University to study
English, French and German. He began
writing poetry asastudent in Harvard (1897-
1900). According to him, " Poetry isaway of
Life". The poetry of Wallace Stevensis of
the most lavish variety and the most proud
unity. Hispoemsrangeinlengthfromtwolines
to thirty-odd pages, taking the form of
aphorisms, images, soliloquies, dialogues,
anecdotes, parables, myths, invocations or
lectures. We seein hispoemsameticulous
useof widevocabulary, concreteimagery, and
disciplined correct sentence structures. There
isaclarity yet thereared so puzzling e ements.
One such poem of Wallaceis The Emperor
of lce-Cream which is taken from his first
collection of poetry, Harmonium.

According to Wallace Stevens, this
particular poem was his favourite. The
antithesisbetween death and lifeispresented
inaredistic manner without focussing onthe
contradiction. Infact, the poet hasjuxtaposed
imagesof lifewiththeimagesof death exactly

* Former HOD, Department of English, PVKK PG
College, Anantapuram
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asitisinredlity. Let usnow look at thepoem
for understandingitsinterpretation.

Poem - Text

Call theroller of big cigars,

The muscular one, and bid him whip

In kitchen cups concupiscent curds.

Let the wenches dawdle in such dress

As they are used to wear, and let the boys
Bring flowersin last month's newspapers.
Let it be finale of seem.

Theonly emperor istheemperor of ice-cream.

Take from the dresser of deal,

Lacking the three glass knobs, that sheet
On which she embroidered fantails once
And spread it so as to cover her face

If her horny feet protrude, they come

To show how cold sheis, and dumb.

Let the lamp affix its beam.

Theonly emperor istheemperor of ice-cream.
--Wallace Stevens

Inthefirst stanza, the poet depictsthe
womanwhoisdeadinan Americancity. Her
corpseisdill lying. Itisuncertainwhether the
residence is a house or an apartment.
Apparently, people of Latin American
ancestry livein the neighbourhood and work
rolling cigars (Wrapping cured tobaccoina
cigar leaf) toearnmoney. Thenarrator of the
poem calsfor amuscular cigar roller tomake
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ice-creaminthekitchen. Besidesthis, hehas
toserveittothevigtors, attending the 'wake
for the deceased woman. Inearlier times, a
wakefrequently took placeinthetimeof the
deceased. Besidespaying their last respects
to thedead person, visitors often ate, drank
andtold dories. Thus, awakewassometimes
afestiveoccasion. Inthe poem, thenarrator
tellswhat will happen beforeand during the
wake.

Therewill betheice-cream. Theboys
and girlscomeand bring flowersinlast month's
newspaper. They flirt and makeeyes. It seems
to be a party at someone's house. People
forget the dead woman. Theflowershavea
symbolicggnificancehere. They aresymbolic
of theworld of fertility or vitaity with passion
and growth and beauty. They are also
symbolic of paying homageto thedead.

When we move to the second stanza,
weredlizethat thereisawoman'sdead body
lying in one of theroomsof the same house.
Instructions are being given asthe body is
being laid out. A sheet which had been
embroidered by thedead lady sometimeago
has to be taken out of cheap deal wood
dresser, lacking the three 'glass knobs, to
cover her face. Thewood dresser istheonly
onepossession of hers. 1t showsher poverty.
She cannot boast of any other luxury. The
sheet, not long enough, would now serveto
cover up her face but leavesthe "horny feet"
protruding to show how cold and dumb she
is. Degpite the festive mood, there is no
disrespect for the dead. The boysand girls
have brought flowers in last month's
newspapers. The visitors come for fun and
socialise theevent. They arenot with the
mourning for the loss of a neighbour. The
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expression 'horny feet' evokesthe poverty of
thiswretched woman more effectively than
any treatise on the subject. Inthe midst of
thisdismal scene, wearerdievedtofindthe
presenceof thelamp. "Let thelamp affix its
beam" saysthe narrator of the poem. Inthe
midst of themutability of theworld, thislamp
istheonly stabilizing factor which symbolizes
acertain geadfastnessand dignity assuggested
by thewords"affix" and"beam”. Thispoem
leavesuspondering whether thelamp withits
affixed beamwill suffix or theemperor of ice-
creamwill suffice.

The newspapers, the dead woman and
the ice-cream all seem to point to the
impermanence of events and objects. Ice-
creamisshort lived anditisthisquality of ice-
cream that seems important to the poem.
Death seems to be symbolised as The
Emperor of ice-cream! The only emperor is
the emperor of ice-cream that is repeated,
probably to indicate that death will over-
power every oneof usand withthisknowledge
every moment that to live must be savoured
fully as we would savour ice-cream. The
relationship between life and death is
conveyed inamatter-of-fact way by Wallace
Stevens. He hasattempted here something
which hehad not attempted in hisother poem,
TheDeath of a Soldier, whichisvery smilar
tothispoeminthemeand situation.

Thispoem suggestsdifferentideastothe
readers. Onereader may regard the planned
festivity at the wake as disrespectful to the
deceased woman. Another reader may regard
it asapositiveresponseto thewoman'sdegth.
After all, lifemust go on. The point isthat
perceptions of theworld differ from person
to person. They are like images on the

JUL.-SEPT. 2014



canvasesof paintersfrom different schoolsof
art. All the painters could paint the same
scene-afield of flowersfor example-and all
paintings would be different in some way.
Similarly, thispoem'sinterpretation differs.
Wallace Stevens chooses wordsthat subtly
reinforce histheme. Themeter of thepoemis
varied, asdoesthe pattern accents. Thelast
two lines of stanzas of 1 and 2 each form a
couplet and thelast line of the second stanza
repeatsthelagt lineof thefirs. Stevensplots’
thisstory of the poeminto two equa stanzas.
one for the kitchen where the ice cream is
being made, and other for thebedroom where
the corpse awaits decent covering. Onefaced
with life in the kitchen and the other faced
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death on the bed. This poem represents
Sevens viewsonrdigionand Chrigtianity.

Reading this poem, one is suddenly
immersedinaworld of aesthetics. The Jazz
age, the depression decade, World War I1,
socid and economic problemsof Americaare
touched here. Stevens can be called a
philosophical poet because hispoem engages
uswith abstract conceptions of 'Reality’ and
‘Imagination’ or 'Seeming' and'Appearance.
In other words, 'Seeming' is being and
'‘Appearance’ is reality. This life is a
movement, flex and appearancebut redlity is
death.

*k*

| LOVE MUSIC

Himabindu K opally*

Musicis such awonder,

That | listento it when my mind ponders.
It'sarhythmdivine,

Which makesmeforget thetime.
[trunsinmy soul
Aslsingitdoudinarole

Pop, rock, romantic, soft arethevarieties
| am addicted to,

Favorite, energetic, adventurous,

* B.E.(I)

soothing areitssynonym

Adjectivestoo..

| writethispoemwhilelistening tothemusic
which| learntoo.

Bertles, smpleplane, Smon & Garfunke Avril
Lavi are

Somegreat singersare bards.

| hopeto sing likethemin my own band
Music givesmemy lifésimagination,

I loveit it'smy heart's deepest passion.

*k*

| amafirm believer inthe people. If giventhetruth, they can be depended upon to meet any
national crisis. Thegreat pointisto bringthemthereal facts.
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REMOVAL OF POVERTY
Shyam Sunder

A great and free India has to be an
opulent India. Inspiteof theinevitabled ement
of asceticismin her religio-culture, "therewas
never anational ideal of poverty inIndiaas
somewould haveusbelieve, nor wasbareness
or squalor the essential setting of her

oiritudlity.”

"Vamiki, our ancient epic post, includes
among thesgnsof ajust and enlightened Seate
of society not only universal education,
mordity and spirituaity but thisasothat there
shall benonewho iscompelled to eat coarse
food, none uncrowned and unanointed, or
who livesamean and petty daveof luxuries.
The acceptance of poverty is noble and
beneficial inaclassor anindividual, but it
becomesfatd and pauperissslifeof itsrichness
andexpansonif itisperversdy organisedinto
agenerd or national idedl."

Rather, "Athens, not Sparta, is the
progressivetypefor mankind, Ancient India
withitsideal of vast richesand vast spending
wasthegreatest of nations.”

Yet today Indiaisin the list of poor
countrieswith millionsof underfed, ill-clothed
peoplewith no roof over their head. Until we
gained political independence we were
blaming theforeign government for it. Their
economic exploitation of the country was
alwaysdeclared to bethe causefor it. But the
problem of poverty continuesto beabout the
samein magnitude even after 67 yearsof the
end of theforeignrule. Thediagnosisisthere
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when Si Aurobindosays "'Poverty isnomore
anecessity of social lifethan disease of the
natura body; falsehabitsof lifeandignorance
of our true organisation arein both casesthe
peccant causes of an avoidabledisorder. The
existence of poverty isthe proof of anunjust
and illorganised society, and our public
charitiesare but thefirst tardy awakening of
the conscience of arobber.”

If poverty is a consequence of false
habitsof lifeand unjust social organisation, it
will not bedifficult to seethat asbefore 1947,
so aso afterwards, therehasbeen no serious
andtrueeffort inthisdirection. Mitigation of
poverty here and there, help to the poor at
certain points, the politicization of thework
for the poor instead of humanising it, these
are paliatives, not a cure. The root causes
are to be removed, as Sri Aurobindo says:
"Help the poor whilethe poor arewith thee;
but study &l so and strivethat there may beno
poor for thy assistance”. Vivekanandasaid,
"Love the poor, the miserable, the
downtrodden, and the Lord will blessyou. |
believein Godand | believeinman. | believe
in helping the miserable. A few thousand
graduates do not make a nation; afew rich
men do not make a nation. Try to revive
society on the old grounds of universal
salvation and equdlity aslaid down by theold
Masterssuch as Shankaracharya, Ramanuja
and Chaitanya. Him | call aMahatma whose
heart bleeds for the poor, otherwise heisa
Duratman. Solong asthemillionsliveinhunger
andignorance, | hold every man atraitor, who
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having been educated at their expense, pays
not the least heed to them. Thereal spiritua
manisbroad everywhere. Hisloveforceshim
tobeso”.

It should be interesting to note that in
respect of theAurovilletownshipMother said,
"Beggingisnot permittedinAuroville. Persons
found begging on theroad will bedistributed
asfollows; children to school, the old to a
home, the sick to the hospital and healthy to
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work. A school, ahome, ahospital and specid
work areaswill bearrangedfor this. They will
not be mixed with the others, because some
peoplemay comefrom outside and beginto
beginthestreet”.

For thewage-earning village labourers
working in Auroville, Mother has started
providing simple and nutritious lunch in
additionto normal wages.

Courtesy: SriAurobindo'sAction

*k*

THIRST FOR PEACE

C.Padmaja*

| want Peace

| thirst for Peace

| want agquantum amount of Peace
In search for Peace

| went to themarket first

There, amarchfor roll-back of prices
| returned with great despair.

| went to atemple next

There, stonepelting at

Immersion of Idolsseen

| came back frustrated.

* School Asst. Govt. Girls High School, Narsapur

ThentoaMosquel went

Cops quelled meout in search of Bombs
| turned back helpless.

Later | went to aChurch far-off

Oh! It wasrazed to the ground by hooligans
| turned disheartened

Whereever | went therewasrush,

push and stampede

What | wanted | could not get

Now | have cometo know

Thereisno place of Peace anywhere

All these events made me know onetruth
My Homeisonly my fort of Peace.

* k%

Wethe peoplearetherightful mastersof both Congressand the courts, not to overthrow the
Condtitution but to overthrow the men who pervert the Constitution.
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ARE WE FACING AN EVOLUTIONARY CRISIS?

Manoj Das*

It seemsthat the human raceisbeginning
toloseitsintellectua and emotional abilities.

Albert Einstein, in Out of My Later
Years, warned us not to trust our intellect
because it had no conscience though it had
muscle. Thosefamiliar withthiswarning will
not be surprised by thethesisput forth by Dr.
Gerald Crabtree of Stanford University ina
recent issue of Trendsin Genetics, suggesting
that the human race had begun to lose its
intellectual and emotional abilities. As
expected, the scientist makes a brilliantly
detached analysisof thesituationin termsof
geneticsand mutationsbut leavesit to usto
evaluate the socio-psychological
consequences of his deduction that runs
against the modem man's self-assured
complacency about his mind. But the
suspicion that the attributes of mind -intellect,
intelligence, wit, et a - are proving to be
increasingly less dependable for the
fundamental needsof life (peace, happiness
and a certain stability of faith in the very
purpose of life) hasbeen felt for sometime
NOW.

We have to focus on some
developmentswithin awider rangeof lifeto
appreciate this assumption: If two persons
fromthesamemilieuand moreor lesssmilar
in everything and suffering from the same
malady aretreated with the samemedical and
psychiatric care, thesignsof healing should
bemoreor lessthesame. But it was observed
that while one'sresponseto thetreatment was
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along expected lines, the other staged an
inexplicably sudden recovery. Theregularly
monitored physical and emotional reactions
of both did not provide any clue for this
phenomenon. The question severa such cases
raised was this; could our consciousness
contain an unidentified faculty that responded
inapositiveway inthe second case?

Severa experiencesof thisnature, after
thorough discuss onsonthem by the Executive
Board of the World Health Organisation at
Genevain 1978 aswell asinits subsequent
meetings, led it to passaresolution at the 36th
World Health Assembly 1983 to add to the
prevailing scopeand definition of hedth, which
was a dtate of complete physical, mental
and social well being; thefactor of spiritudity.
Under theauspicesof theWHO, thethen chief
of Hedlth Servicesof the Government of India,
Dr. D.B. Bisht and Director, Nimhans, Dr.
G.N. Reddy, convened a workshop at
Bangalore, in February 1985, to assessthis
proposition in the Indian context. It wasan
unpublicized brainstorming eventinwhich 40
of the country'sleading medicd practitioners,
life-scientists, psychologists, psychiatrists,
juristsand afew students of themysticlore
(which included this author) participated.
Although spiritudity wasan age-old concept,
to determineitsrelevanceto asdown-to-earth
afield ashealth, wasachallenging exercise.

Concrete cases were cited that could

lead to the hypothesisthat degp withinmana
hitherto ignored constituent of consciousness
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wasdemanding recognition and itssuppression
could lead to several problems, mental,
emotional and physical. What had been for
ages an experience only with Yogis and
mystics, an aspect of consciousnessthat was
itsvery basisand which sustained thewhole
structure of our being despite its other
condtituentslikemind and emationscongtantly
fighting among themselves, was probably at
last tryingto assert itsalf, dowly but surely, in
thelife of agreater number of people.

Hence the hypothesis: if polygraph,
popularly known as the lie-detection test,
leavesusin littledoubt that thereisapart of
our consciousnessthat shrinksfrom falsehood
- and the fact that despite all the deviations
and aberrations, civilisations survive onthe
ideal of truth and values aligned withiit - it
should not appear unredlistic if the élan of
evolution stroveto bring to theforefront what
isalready involvedin us- call it Factor Xif
not Soul. Inthewakeof Dr. Crabtree'sthesis
thesgnificant finding of aresearch conducted
by the Notre Dame Professorsof psychology,
AnitaKdly and Lijuan Yang, hascometolight.
It claimsthat thosewho avoid speaking lies
enjoy abetter quaity of heath. Smply through
a casually developed habit we utter lies -
exaggerationsincluded most of whichwere
unwarranted. The well-oriented and
documented research showsthat those who
willed and stopped the habit got rid of alot of
irritating disorders.

Theresearch only confirmswhat isan
inborn knowledgewith us: weunconscioudy
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respect truth and honesty. We spontaneousy
exclaimwith appreciation, "What an honest
man ishe!l" We do not exclaim in the same
spirit, "What adishonest manishe!" Needless
to say, truth and honesty are not the natural
virtues of mind and its instrument, the
intelligence. If wehavetoredizethesegoals,
we have to surpass mind. According to Sri
Aurobindo, "At present mankindisundergoing
anevolutionary crissinwhichisconcededa
choice of its destiny; for a stage has been
reeched inwhichthehumanmind hasachieved
in certaindirectionsan enormousdevel opment
while in others it stands arrested and
bewildered and can no longer find its way.
" Sri Aurobindo envisionsafuture when the
mind could betransformed into aSupramental
gnosis.

Dr. Crabtree's thesis leaves us with a
choice between two attitudes: weresigntoa
futurewhen technol ogy would mould our fate,
our mind agrowing cipher, or wecultivatea
collective aspiration to releasewhat remains
involvedin our consciousness. ToaProfessor
who was logically convinced of Sri
Aurobindo'svision but wondered if theugly
mean of today could redly grow into something
beautiful, arustic school teacher told, "If a
wonder likethelotus could bloom out of mud
with the Sun's Grace, why can't out of our
muddy mind bloom the Supramenta withthe
Divine's Grace? We may replace Divine's
Grace with an Evolutionary thrust, if we
plesse.

Courtesy: The Hindu

***
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THE NEED OF A FUNDAMENTAL EQUALITY
Kittu Reddy *

Today Indiaisan organised nation with
a strong sense of unity, despite certain
fiss parousmovementsand tendenciesin some
parts of the country. However, thereisone
areaof very seriousconcernwhichiscoming
in the way of complete unity: It is the
emergence of a dominant class made up
mainly of thepolitical and corporateworlds.
Added to that is the huge mass of poverty
andtheglaring differencein standardsof living.
According toanew Oxford University study,
55 percent of Indiaspopulationof 1.1 billion,
or 645 million people, arelivingin poverty.
Toillustrate thishuge gap further, hereisan
extract from the New York Timeswritten by

Manu Joseph:

Daily lifein Indiais a fierce contest
between the affluent and the educated on the
one side, and the brooding impoverished on
the other. The pursuit of Indids elite is to
protect themselves from India - from its
crowds, dust, heat, poverty, politics,
governanceand everythingesethatisin plain
sght. Toachievethis, they embed themsalves
intheir privateidandsthat theforcesand the
odoursof therepublic cannot easily penetrate.
Theidandsthat protect Indiansfrom Indiaare
simpleand natural: A luxurious car with an
unspeaking driver who worksfor 12 hours
everyday at lessthan $200 amonth or at |east
an S.U.V. with strong metal fendersthat can
absorb routine minor accidents. A houseina
beautiful resdential community that the other
Indians can enter only asmaidsand drivers.
Membershipinanexclusveclub. Essentidly
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alifeinabubblewherethereisnosign of the
government except for the treachery of the
servicetax.

Thisisnot thelifeof theterrifyingly rich
alone but also the skilled middle class
employed inthe private sector The numbers
of these"sovereignrepublics' inddelndiaare
gmdl, andthereareidandswithinidands, each
one characterized by , how much money it
caninvest tomakeitswallshigher and thicker
to keep Indiaout. Thebest protected are, of
course, the 60-odd billionaires and almost-
billionaires, who are even shielded fromthe
justice system. They escape Indiaeven when
they go to meet their gods in the country's
holiest temples. While hundreds of thousands
jostlefor aglimpseof thedeities, and scores
routinely die in stampedes, the rich are
whisked away fromtheir choppersfor specia
appointmentswith their benevolent gods.”

Itisevident that thiscannot go on much
longer. Hereiswhat Sri Aurobindo writes:

"But this phenomenon, whether of
dominant classes or dominant nations, can
never be more than atemporary necessity;
forthefind amof Naturein humanlifecannot
bethe exploitation of the many by thefew or
even of thefew by themany, can never bethe
perfection of some at the cost of the abject
submergence and ignorant subjection of the
bulk of humanity; these can only betransent
devices. Therefore, we see that such
dominations bear awaysin them the seed of
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their own destruction. They must passeither
by thegection or destruction of theexploiting
element or else by a fusion and
equalisation.......

Absolute equality is surely neither
intended nor possible, just as absolute
uniformity is both impossible and utterly
undesirable; but afundamenta equaity which
will render the play of true superiority and
difference inoffensive, is essential to any
conceivable perfectibility of the human race.
Therefore, the perfect counsel for adominant
minority isawaysto recognisein good time
the right hour for its abdication and for the
imparting of its ideals, qualities, culture,
experienceto therest of the aggregate or to
asmuch of it asisprepared for that progress.
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Where this is done, the social aggregate
advancesnormally and without disruption or
serious wound or malady; otherwise a
disordered progressisimposed uponit, for
Naturewill not suffer human egoismto baffle
for ever her fixed intention and necessity. For
where her aims are frustrated, Nature
inevitably withdraws her force from the
offending unit till shehasbrought inand used
other and external means to reduce the
obstacletoanullity." (CWSA Vol. 25 P287-
288)

Itistimethe Government of Indiawoke
up to this harsh reality and took immediate
and necessary steps to reduce this gross
inequdlity.

Courtesy: Sri Aurobindo'sAction

* k%
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V.LalithaKumari*

Itistheconfluenceof great rivers

That makes Prayagapiouspilgrim-place;
Itisthequality of proseand verse

That lends Triveni rareglory and grace.

Thecrystalline Gangescoming from East,
Theaffluent Yamunaflowingamain,

* Poet, Guntur

Thecam Saraswathi that showstheleast,
Theremerge pristinewatersto absolve men.

GleaningsfromtheL.iterary garden,
Flowerspicked from
History'sboundlessfigd,

Fruitsof Artistsand Scientists acumen,
Aredealt heredeftly, richrewardstoyield.

To sow and spread valuesisthisbook'saim
Successtherein hasbrought it nameandfame.

*k*
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WALKING THE STREETS OF THE WORLD
STOP, LOOK & SEE

Anu Nadimpalli*

How many timeshavewetakenthetime
from our busy lives, to notice abeautifully
painted manhole cover?

How many times have we looked at a
reflection in aglassand wondered what that
shapemight be?

How many timeshavewetakenthetime
to Stop, Look & Seeaplainwall completely
transformed by amere shadow?

This is the genesis of my first solo
photography exhibition that washeld at the
Iconart Gallery, last year. It was graced by
the presence of not only well known
photographerslike Ranjit Sinha, Prabhakar
Kusumaand Sathyaprasad Yachendra, | was
also fortunate to have the presence and
blessings of the esteemed Chief Editor of
Triveni, Professor |. V. Chagpati Rao. Walking
thestreetsof theworld with ahunger for travel
and athirst for photography, | stop, ook and
seetheworld through an architectural lens. |
seeformsand shapes, both built and natural,
insidewhatever mediumthat presentsitsalf.
They beckonto mewith thesamezedl asthe
locas| encounterinmy travels. My amisto
urgeusall to noticethat hidden worldthat we
so often miss, whilewe are busy living our
lives. Asaphotographer, | liketo show the

* Travel Writer & Photographer, USA
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viewer how the most ordinary view and
objectsinour daily livesaretransformed into
something truly extreordinary withtheinjection
of dight light and shadow.

Anordinary looking lamp, for instance,
canbecomeas|ent artist, pantingwithabrush
of “light” onthewal around it, showing off its
glowingartidry.

All wehavetodoistotakeafew minutes
tonotice. | wasin aplazaone day ordering
lunch. My friend, sitting acrossfrom me had
just removed his glasses and placed them
inside his pocket. One of the lenses was
protruding from hispocket reflecting the scene
outsde.

Andthereit was. | could seethe plaza
inddethelensof hisglasses.

Another day, we had stopped at aplaza
after a long day of seeing the sites. My
husband had just gotten hisbeer. Thewaiter
placed it onthetableand |eft.

Atoncethissmpleglassof beer became
asiteof itsown.

Two and a half years ago, | moved to
Barcelona, Spain. Here, | wasstruck by the
various types of balconies that | had
encountered as| wastraversing the streets of
thisbeautiful city. Most visitorsand tourists
that frequented here, however, didnt seem
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to notice my fascinating subject of interest.
They weretoo busy peering into their guide
books searching for that next monument and
sitementioned in the pages. Most localsfor
their part, had been around for so long, they
stopped looking altogether. I, on the other
hand, was more curiousto seewhat el sethis
city hadin storefor me. | started acollection
of sortsof thevariousbal cony patterns| found
and photographed along the streets. | smply
loved thedifferent colorsand texturesof these
various terrazas, asthey are called herein
Spain, so much so that | did a coffee table
book onthem.

My fascination for scouting out the
unnoticed and ignored didn’t stop there. We
were at an Easter parade held hereoneyear.
Therewasthe brassband player, minding his
own business. Hedidnt even realize that |
wastaking apictureof hisinstrument.

Everyone, including him, werefocused
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on the parade and | could see the entire
parade being played out inside the broad
mouth of hishisbeautiful instrument.

Onething we need to ask ourselvesis.
What isit about not noticing theseminiscule
moments and concealed “monuments’

anyway?

Why do we get so carried away with
our supposedly important chores and
activities?

Areweredlly so busy tothink that little
thingsdon’t matter that much?

After dl, big things do come in little
packages. Beauty can be found in the most
unlikely places. All wehaveto doisto notice
them. My photographicfinds’ areatestament
tothat. So, let usall Stop, Look and Seethe
Stesthat we so often miss, aswearewalking
the streetsof theworld.

*k*

NO RETURN FROM IT

C.M. Mohan Rao *

Wordshave many meanings
connotationsand interpretations
but thetruthisone

shining likeadiamond

beneath the pitch dark layers

* Poet, Vijayanagaram

of themyopicvisionof theman

Man can understand things

only through sensesand words

but one must go beyond them

to see, to understand, to visualize thetruth
Onceonegraspsit, that isenough
noreturnfromit

* k%
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THE ESSENCE OF POETRY

K.Rajamouli*

No Definite Definitions:

Poetry ismultisided and multifaceted for
itsinfinite characteristicsto reflect adefinite
god liketheflower of infinite petal sto soread
the definite perfume. It is the queen of al
genresasitisnot just likeanovd, short story,
essay, dramaor anything e seasitincludesal
themeritsof every genredse. Itiseverything
to be beyond the defining parameters. If itis
definedinaspecificway, itisnot poetry snce
itmarksunlimitedrichvariety. Itisindefingble
asitisinadequately definableintheway the
oceanwithitsinfiniteshoresinal directionsis
invisbletothephysicd eye. Itisnot confined
to any age, any nation, any region, any faith
or any sect or any class or any person. It
surpassesthe boundaries of time and space.
Right fromthedawn of civilizationit hasbeen
sovarioudy defined by poetsand critics. Al
look and aim at one goal, the sole goal of
poetry. It has the definite goal or specific
purpose of communication with aprofound
feeling to have its indelible impact and
inerasableimprint onitsaudiencefor areform
or good change. A poet ams at a definite
message through a poem as Rabindranath
Tagoredeineatesthe Divineinfinitegiftsthat
are offered for the welfare of man but they
run back to Himwithout becomingless inhis
poem, Thy Giftsand rightly putsit,

* Professor of English, Warangal
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From the words of the poet men take
what meanings please them; yet their last
meaning points to thee."

(Gitanjali, Poem: 75)

Poetry istheresult of imagination from
themind of apoet when he beholdsthe sight
of beautiful daffodils or the dance of a
peacock, a scene of bloodshed or listensto
thesong of anightingd ethat recallssomething
ddightful or sorrowful to hisheart; thewreck
of aship, or any other movingincident. It rises
from the mind as aresponse in the form of
imagination to get transformed only to be
appeding tothe heart of areader. Thepoetis
the creator of a poem like a deity and the
reader islike the devotee in the process of
reading like that of devotion or adoration.
Milton hasthespecific purposeof definitegod,
theattitude of the Task-Master ashe presents,

As ever in my great Task-master's eye
(Thesiren'sSong, 7)

Poets have different modes of
expressionsto vary onefromtheother but all
their poems-long or short, aim at the solegoa
of poetry. Their reflectionsarevariousbut their
expressions flow from the sole channel of
poetry for thedefinitegoal.

Lifeand Poetry:
Lifeisasodefinedindifferent waysbut
not in adefiniteway. Itisindefinablelike
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poetry. Poetry and life are therefore beyond
thescopeof their definitions. Lifehasal joys
and sorrows, ebbsand tides, upsand downs,
tears and smiles, etc., to be away from
boundariesof itsdefinite definition. Poetry is
themost befitting medium for theportraya of
life. All ideas, experiences, fedings, etc. that
ariseinlifearetransformed and transmuted
into beautiful poetry by virtue of imagination
borninthepoet'smind and growninthepoetic
processto result in abeautiful poem asthe
rough caterpillar transformsinto the pretty
butterfly in the natural process. It is the
stethoscope to hear the heart-throbs of the
poet or thelensthrough which wewatch the
pictureof lifeinthemirror of poetry, themost
suitablegenre. Lord Krishnaexpresseshis
message through the Gitawhen humanity at
thevergeof colossal human lossand thehour
of fatality isflagrant tothephysica eye.

Theheart with overwhelmingjoy knows
how to reflect in the hues of poetry. The soul
with woes and throesis pretty aware of the
tears, needs the medium of poetry for its
expressionin snapshot details. Anger coming
from the heart of a person, deprived of
deserving privilegesand suitable opportunities
vestedinthehandsof thesdfishto offer, erupts
fromtheheartlikelavafromaburning volcano.
Parching throats and deepening hungers;
deprivationsand discriminations, etc havetheir
expressonfromaching heartsand crying souls
of creativeminds. Joysarea so expressedin
equal spiritsthrough themedium of poetry as
delightfully as the flower blossoms. It
subsumes al kinds of feelings, emotions,
experiences, dreams, thoughts, etc. that have
asuitableexpressonthroughit. All theseare
viewed, fdt, heard or experienced tothefullest
extent in the kaleidoscope of poetry.

TRIVENI
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Poetry KnowsNo Boundaries:

Poetry is universal and philosophical
rather than individual and historical as it
originatesfromimagination to reflect higher
truthsand higher redlities. Itisnot confined to
any region, any age, any idea, any faith, or
any ism or anything specific. It may be
subjective or objective but aimsat adefinite
goal. Itisnot outdated nor isit updated asit
is universal in its exquisite expression of
universal ideas and frank exposition of
permanent valuesfor universa apped. It has
theaesthetic god of itsown for theaudiences
for ever asKeatsopines, ‘A thing of beauty is
ajoy for ever'. Thebeauty of poetry isaglory
for ever asitisfull of lessonson virtuesand
sermons on values for the reader. It is not
confinedto any ismwhich of courseisnot its
criterion. It welcomesall factsof lifeinthe
fidelity of expressions. Thesearethefacts
that leaveitindefinable.

Poetry IsUnlikeAll Others:

Poetry invariety and diversity marksno
exact or correct definitionand nolimittoits
genuineexpressions. Thoughitwas, isor will
bewrittenal over theworld, itisonebut poets
aremany and poemsareinfinitewith different
forms and dictions to express different
subjects. They havetheir ownwaysof feding-
expressions and word-utterances but they
abide by the laws of poetry which is the
expression of emotionsand passionsby and
large. Itisnot therainbow that hasonly seven
pretty colors to expose seven hues of
expressions and exhibit itswonderstobe a
rare spectaclethat fallsinferior to poetry asit
isthe rainbow of infinite colorsto express
infiniteideasto befar greater for expressions.
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If I fed privilegeto defineit, | candefineit as
the rainbow of infinite colors; a bower of
flowerswith multi-petalsand lotsof varieties
of fragrance or amulti-sided weapontoaim
at different goals. It iswordsarranged in a
systematic way to expressthefedingsof the
poet to share hisfeelingswith hisaudience
and sooninthelanguageof thereader. |, asa
lover of poetry, defineit frommy point of view
asfollows:

"Every poet lets uslisten to his heart-
throbs for our heart-responses. It is his
primary goal and bounden responsibility to
describe events, incidents, experiences,
dilemmas, problems, etc that heglimpsesand
witnessesin life. Poetry ishismedium and
spectrum he expressesthrough, and weapon
and organ hefightswith for theaimed reforms
and desired solutions. It risesfromthereality
and theactuality of lifein theway the plant
risesfrom the ground of truthsto bloom the
flowersof facts.”

(Language, Literatureand Culture, 54-67)

It issometimesasource for pleasures,
sometimes an avenue for fears but has the
aesthetic goal of itsown for satisfaction on
the part of the reader. It has multisided
functionsfor multidimensiond effects Thekey
onesof poetry amat arebloom-likeevolution
and bomb-likerevolution. Weshouldal mind
that poetry istherefore beyond the scope of
defining it in an exact or correct manner.
Different definitionsin use, aspoetsand critics
defined inthe past, are defining now and will
defineinthefutureindifferent waysin different
ages and places. Other genres have exact
definitions and mark aclear-cut difference
from poetry. Thedifferencesin poetry are so
diverseanditsdefinitionsare so varied but it
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isawhole and the one to represent human
emotions by means of word-expressions,
thought-interpretations and sound-
modulations. It cannot be confined to limits:
size, time, space, mood, or anything nor can
it be defined in away alone. Paradise L ost
and Mahabharataare poemsto run to pages
and pages to be bulky enough but they are
for pleasure. Thereisno size-limit and time-
limit for apoemto becompletedinonesitting.
Nosuchlimitsareimposedtoit asthevalid
areportrayedinit. So, itisnot to record events
likehigtory to state what hashappened. Poetry
is to reflect what should happen. It is not
scienceto have aspecific definition nor isit
mathematicsto say two plustwoisfour. Of
course, sciencesexpressreditiesasthey are
but it, initsmodified fancy, expresseshigher
realities and broader outlooks for the
enlightenment of thereader. Soit hasagoa
higher than sciencesfor they mark limits.

Poetry and Effects:

Poetry istheamal gamation of viewsto
reflect the synthesis of inklingsthat occur in
the mind of a poet for a spontaneous
expression. It isasolo or duet or chorus or
something else of diverserhythmsto move
theheart of alistener or reader and teach him
or her higher truths. Itisamulti-sided wegpon
for areform or correction. Itisagardenwith
different kindsof flowersto offer perffumesin
variety. Itislavatoburnvicesand abullet to
shoot theviciousenabling thevirtuousto [ull
inthe swing of peace. It isavehiclefor the
poetsfor their aesthetic communicationtothe
audience. Itisglory never todiminishor vanish
but to flourishand cherish aslong asmanlives
inemotions, fedings, ideas, experiences, etc.
Itisnot aseriesof ideasto beabstractive but
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to be constructive asit has powersto effect
ontheaimedlines. Itisalwaysaliveand can
at any cost surviveinitsglory and glitter, flair
and fervor, lessons and sermons, sense and
essenceall concomitant to beimportantinthe
lifeof man.

Silent and Open Expressions.

A word articulated by mouth is the
microcosm of expression through the
macrocosm of poetry. It reveals an idea,
advice, instruction or something elsefor the
response of the listener's mind. Poetry
therefore has a series of responses and
reactionsin the process of experiencing by
listening or reading. In the same way by
viewingand smelling, thehumanmind canhave
feelingsintheform of responsesat thesight
or smell of aflower or any object of nature.
Theeyesdsoexpressdifferent kindsof fedings
by meansof their contact. Theraising of eye-
browsreflectsthe sense of wonder. Gestures
and postures haveideasto express, and facts
to confess. A hen expressesfear or anxiety in
protecting itschicksat thesight of akiteor an
eagle. All theseare silent poetic expressions
of thethoughtsin mind for response. Theflute
or lute conveysathought without aword.
Similarly, different tunescongtitutemusic. It
can therefore be conveyed by sound-
utterances and facial expressions. The
objectiveof poetry isthemost effectiveslent
or voiced expression of thoughts, emotions,
and so on in the form of word-clustersin
rhythmicexpressons, rather thanthedid ogues
of dramasor novels.

Main Typesand Partsof Poetry:
Poetry mainly exhibitseither of thetwo
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facets: subjective or personal to expressthe
poet's own experiences in odes, elegies,
SONNets, etc, or objectiveor impersond poetry
to deal with the eventstaking place around,
with lessreferenceto hispersona mattersin
the narrativeslike storiesin verse, ballads,
epics, idylls, etc. It has the two essential
components: formand structure; content and
sound which arecomplementary to each other
astheoneenrichestheother. It employsthe
sound and the sense asthe sound echoesthe
sense, for itschief objectiveisthe aesthetic
pleasure the reader loves most as hispoetic
god.

Poetry, Proseand Drama:

Poetry, prose and drama are the three
major forms of every literature. Drama
welcomespoetry toit apart from dialoguesin
prosefor agreater effect. They aretherefore
interrel ated. Poetry ismore effectivethan the
other formsasit hasal their characteristicsin
itfor itseffectivewaysof expressonto mark
unique and distinctive in its stature. It is
altogether for higher values. It is primarily
connotative unlike prose and dramaand is
different from sciencesthat are denotative.

Poets and Critics; Definitions and
Subjects:

Through passing ages, poetry has been
composed by different poetsin different ages
to mark infinite variety. When we talk of
poetry, wetalk of different isms: classicism,
Puritanism, neo-classicism, metaphysics,
romanticism, Victorianism, modernism,
surrealism, post-modernism, realism, etc as
poetry in the ages hasbeen found aiming at
different trends. They havethelir ownismsand
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uniqueidesasto betransformed and transmuted
through the antennaof poetry. They havehad
different trends or approaches. general
approach, sociological approach,
psychological approach, formalist approach,
archetypal approach, etc to portray their
emotions and passions. It employs words,
diction, language, image, meter, tone, theme,
etcto enrichitsexpression. Different poets
fromtheAnglo-Normansto the present day
and critics from Plato to this today have
defined it in different ways but they are
inadequateto reflect thetrue essence of poetry.
| totally agreewith Philip Larkin'scomments

on poetry:

"| write poemsto preservethings| have
seen/thought/felt (if | may say indicate a
compositeexperience) both for mysdlf and for
others, though | feel that my prime
responsibility intheexperienceitself which|
amtryingto keep from oblivion for itsown
sake. Why | should do this, | have no idea,
but I think the impulseto preserveisat the
bottomof al art.”

Essential Factorsof Poetry:

All such definitionsof poetsand critics
cannot justify thedefinition of poetry andits
scope. Poetry ingenera isnever defined asit
isnot confined to thelimitsof itsdefinition.

The essence of imaginative and emotional
substanceisthenucleusof poetry. Thereare
other essentia partsto enrichitsbeauty forits
full blossomand dl perfumefor theenjoyment
of thereader. Thediction with the choice of
apt wordsin metrical and syntactical devices,
adds beauty to poetry. Its sounds must echo
thesenseby itsrhythmica and musicd effects.
Thefelicity and beauty of expressionsalso
depends on the employment of figures of
speech likesimile, metaphor, personification,
irony, aliteration, hyperbole, patheticfalacy,
etc. Theremay beany meter, any verse, any
rhythm, any styleor anything elsein poetry
but it solely aimsat animaginativeor emotive
expression asall roadslead to Rome.

Poetry, aLiving River

Poetry livesinthemoving expression of
fedings, ideas, inklings, etc through the poet.
It reflectsin newspaper headlines, sub-titles
and titles, maxims, dictums, quotations,
dogans, emotional utterances, etc. It echoes
fromthe oasis-expression of fulfillment, the
joy-jubilation of achievement, the tear-
emotion of bereavement and so on. It flows
fromimaginative, emotiveand creativeminds
inflowingideasfor moving expressonstothe
audience. Itisthelivingriver of theideasto
flow from the mind to the sensesthrough the
mouth-piece of the poet.

* k%

It'sthe questionswe can't answer that teach usthe most. They teach ushow tothink. If you
giveamanananswer, dl hegainsisalittlefact. But give him aquestion and helll look for his

Oownanswers.

Patrick Rothfuss, TheWise Man'sFear

Themost important thingis, don’t stop questioning.

TRIVENI
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HUMAN INTEREST
Dr. SheillaBalakrishnan*

| was in London some time ago on a
short visit and happened towitnessanincident.
A verytrivid one, butit st methinking. | was
taking awalk inoneof the suburbsand there
wasthisteenage girl ahead of metaking her
pup for awalk. Asisitswont, the pup decided
to usethat moment to relieveitself. Thegirl
took aplastic bag from her pocket, cleaned
up themessand thenwalked ontothe nearest
bin to dispose of the poop!

What would have happened in our
country? Not hard to guess! What specially
impressed me was that thiswas a teenager.
Thisisanagewhenthereisanatura tendency
to rebel but this civic sense was so deeply
ingrained in her that she didn't think twice
about acting theway shedid.

Whereas we are enthralled by many
thingswesternersdo, they do notincludethe
sense of responsibility those citizens have.
What about traffic rules? Every sngleuser of
theroad in Indiaseemsto feel that theroad
belongsto him or her, be it the automobile
driver, thetwo-wheder user or the pedesirian.
At night, every driver triesto outshine the
vehiclescoming intheopposing direction!
Andtheincessant honking whichweal know
isof nouseat all. Even when the trafficis
chock-a-blok! Compare that with the
disciplined silent driving in most other
countries. Foreignerswho visit our country
areappalled at our driving. Remember what
Oprah Winfrey said when shewas asked to
comment onwhat shedidn't likeabout Indial

TRIVENI

Public place behaviour isanother such
example. How many times do we see co-
passengersintrainstalking loudly, with no
consideration for our eardrums! And when
childrencry loudly or disturb others, they look
onindulgently with aproud smile. Of course,
our childrenarelovableevenwhenthey area
public nuisance! It isacommon practiceto
drag our children to hot, stuffy, crowded
places and torture both the child and the
lookers-on!

When | used to have private
consultation, many coupleswould enter my
roomwith kids. And both parentswould look
on indulgently as the child pulled down
everything on my table including my
stethoscope. Whilel grit my teethandtry to
smile! Later on | quit thisfagade and asked
themtorefrainfrom bringing childrenintothe
consultation room. This has caused many
peopletolook at mewith shocked faces!

On mobile phoneetiquette, thelesssaid
the better - the entireworld isamouthpiece!
The other day, | read that a cashier in a
supermarket abroad refused to serve a
customer until she had finished speaking on
the phone. And though the supermarket
management chastised the cashier, even top
political leaders deplored the action of the
customer and reiterated the importance of
phoneetiquette.

Civic senseor rather thelack of it has
beenwidely discussed and somehow itisan
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undisputed fact that we Indiansdon't seemto
caremuchfor it. Thisattitude cutsacrossall
ranksand sections. Wedon't think it deserves
muchimportance. Peopletoday areso driven
towardstheir personal goalsthat civic sense
asan ethic hasbecomealow priority, amost
nuisance.

Many peoplethink that civic senseisjust
about keeping our surroundings and roads
clean. No, itismuch morethanthat; it congsts
of abiding by laws, showing respect to and
consideration for fellow countrymen
maintaining decorumin public places. Civic
senseissocid ethics. And, alas, right down at
the bottom of our list!

Courtesy: TheHindu

*k*

FOUR LINERS

Dr. E. Satyanarayana *

Hewho attemptsto paint othersin bad words
Unmistakably makeshimsalf hostileto gods
And hewho sdifishly snapshuman bonds
MeetshisnemesisintheAlmighty'shands

Itisreal blissfor youtobeachild
Inwatching you grow up parentstakeadeight
Andwaste no timewith neighborstofight
Whenever your mischief turnsunbearably wild.

Itisan agony to keep track of one'sbirthday
For it remindsoneof theimpending doomsday
Foolish is he who prides himself on his
growingage

* Asst. Professor of English, Govt. Degree College,
Narsampet, Warangal

For every passing year tearsoff alife'spage

Men may come and men may go

Butin HisBook thenumber remainsthesame
Ordinary mortasmiserably fail to know
They areonly propsintheeternal game

Sweet arethewordsyou utter

When you keep apart

Why doesthenthefamily cart
Together you board dipinto agutter?

Hewhofailsintheclassasateacher
Becomes an unstoppablelay preacher
And brazenly scriptsthe pupils fate
Offering them cheap counsdl asbait.

* k%

Thewesk aredominated by their ego, thewisedominatetheir ego, andtheintdligentareina

congtant struggle against their ego.

You arebornwithwings. Learntofly.

HamzaYusuf

Jdduddin Rumi

TRIVENI
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RESERVATION IN JUDICIARY

Dr.Arbind Panjiar a*

The Indian Democracy is not only a
political Democracy but asocia democracy
as well. If we wish to maintain Social
Democracy not merely toinform, butdsoin
fact, wehaveto do constitutional methods of
achieving our socia and Economic Objectives.
One of the Social Objective before usisto
have Social Representation governing the
Judicia System of our country sothat every
section of Society hasfedling of getting fair
and unprejudiced justice rendered by the
Justice Delivery System. On the other hand,
being Social Democracy every section of
society must havered participatory reflection
inthejudiciary injusticeddivery system. Thus,
itisrelevant to point out herethat nowadays
the much discussed judicia reform and
accountability hasdrawn the attention of the
country at large and legal fraternity in
particular. If at al not possiblefor throughout
wholeof thejudiciary, it may beappropriate
and beneficial to agreat extent if al India
Judicial Serviceisto beset up onthe pattern
of Union Public Service Commission with
some amendment as it is provided under
Article312 of the constitution.

The Supreme Court of Indiain 1993 (4)
SCC 228 (Para’52) hasdirected the Centra
Government tosetupdl Indiadudicia Service
for uniform function of Civil & Criminal

* Associate Professor, Dept.of English,
T.N.B.Law College, Bhagalpur, Bihar
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Courts. It would be more practical if the
Judicia Accountability isto befixed toabody
whichisto be created under the constitution
by aconstitutional amendment whichinfact,
will beregulating the process of evolution of
functioning of the said courts with some
powersto check and balance.

Not only this clause 3 and 4 of article
312 of the constitution have been brought
about by and through 42nd Constitutiona
Amendment Act, 1976 with the object of
creatingAll IndiaJdudicia Servicetoinclude
District Judges and Judges Superior thereto
by enacting alaw of parliament in pursuance
of resolution in the councils of Statein the
manner referredtoin Clause 1 of Article 312,
When suchAll IndiaJudicia Servicewould
be created itsmembersshall begoverned by
the Law of Parliament in connectionwiththe
judicid service.

However, itisrelevant to point out here
that every logicisadvanced by the other side
that oursisafedera system havingjurisdiction
by the State and the Union Government in
connectionwiththe Justice Delivery System
for regulating the Justice Delivery Systemand
their appointments. One of the fundamental
principlesadvanced in thisconnectionisthat
ours governancein the country is based on
separation of power meaning thereby the
legidature, executiveand judiciary hasto act
initsownfiddandjurisdictionontheprinciple
of separation of power. Hence, any provisons
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forresarvationintheHigher Judiciary induding
in the High court and Supreme Court is
violativeof basic principleof the congtitution
if any reservationismadeinthisregard asthe
High Court and Supreme Court are
autonomous and does not have concept of
principle of enforcement of provisions of
reservation mthenameof Judicial Serviceas
the High Court and Supreme Court isout of
jurisdiction of governmenta services.

Asit would beclear from the procedure
adopted in the appointment of the judges of
the Supreme Court and High Court after
coordinated consultations, isregulated under
Article 124 and 217 of the constitution of
India. It would not be appropriateto narrate
detailed operationa mechanism devel opment
inthisbehaf but sufficeto statein SP Gupta's
case known as First Judges case (1982 (2)
SCR 365) mgjority judgesof 7 judgesbench
heldthat consultation envisagedinArticle 124
and 217 between the Chief Justice of India
and the Union Council of Ministersand the
State Government isnot ‘concurrence’. But
opinion of the Chief Justiceof Indiaisentitled
to great weight, which isthe opinion of the
head of thejudiciary. The Ultimate power of
appointment rests with the Central
Government and that isin accord with the
constitutional practice prevailing with al
democratic countries.

However, on thereferencemadeto the
Hon'ble Supreme Court, the 9 Judgesbench
of the Supreme Court again decided theissue
whichisknown as Supreme Court Advocate-
on-Record Association Vis. Union of India,
1993 (4) SCC 441 popularly known as 2nd
Judges Casein which the magority held that
‘consultation’ with the Chief Justiceof Indiais

TRIVENI

concurrence. If theexecutivedesiresto differ
with hisview it should again be consulted and
the opinion after consultation with the Chief
Justice be final and binds the government.
Thus, thePrimacy tothe executiveisnegetived
inthiscaseand the primacy must, therefore,
lieinthefinal opinion of the Chief Justice of
Indiaunlessfor thevery good reasonsknown
of the executive and discloses to the Chief
Justice of Indiathat the appointment would
not be cong dered suitable. Thus, the president
isto act in accordancewith the advice of the
council of ministers, is the requirement of
Article124 (2) and 217 (1) and any deviation
inordinary conditionisnot warranted.

Thus, theword ‘concurrence invaidates
theearlier provisionsof appointment made
under the same provisionsof the congtitution
andthenon-accountable Chief Justiceof India
and hiscollegium haswrenched the power to
select Judgesfrom amongst the peoplethan
Judgeslivinginivory towers.

Thus, now it isimportant for usto point
out that the preambl e of the congtitution when
it assures Socid Justiceto every Citizenand
Article38imposesduty onthegtatetoinform
socid justiceinall theingtitution of National
Life in a parliamentary democracy where
participation by al sesgmentsof thesociety in
itsdemocratic governanceisinbuilt, implicit
and sinequo-non lest peoplelosefaithinits
efficiency and the parliamentary democracy
fals

That is why, when the constituent
assembly debatewasgoing on, Dr. Ambedkar
said onthedraft article 193 (1) that drafting
committee had considered the appoi ntment
of judgesintwo countries, namely England
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and United States. In England, no doubt
informally judges and lawyers would be
consulted before making appointments. He
further said that in Indiawe had not reached
the maturity which had been reached in
England to entrust the gppoi ntment absolutely
to theexecutive. Asto the United States, the
appointment required confirmation by the
Senate whichisapolitical body. However,
Dr. Ambedkar said "The Draft Article
therefore steersamiddle course. It doesnot
makethe President, the Supremeand absolute
authority inthematter of making appointments.
It does not also import the influence of the
legidature. TheprovisonintheArticleisthat
there should be consultation of personswho
arewell qualifiedto give proper adviceinthe
matter of thissort, and my judgment isthat
this sort of provision may be regarded as
aufficient for themoment™.

Thus, it is emphasized that the due
condderation of every legitimate expectations
in decision making processistherequirement
of ruleof non-arbitrarinessand therefore, this
also is norm to be observed by the Chief
Justice of India in recommending
appointmentsto the Supreme Court. There
should be proper representation of al sections
of the people from all parts of the country.
Thismeansthat all community including SC/
ST & GBC should haverepresentationinthe
Supreme Court and High Courtsand Judges
from all the states should be on the bench of
Supreme Court. Thisis to ensure that the
peoplefromall partsof the country including
SC/ST & GBC of the country have asense
of participating intheApex National Judicia
[ nstitution and no state or community should
have the feeling being neglected or
discriminated against. Thus, the selection
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should be made as aresult of participatory
consultative processin which the executive
should have power to act asamere check on
the exercise of power by the Chief Justice of
Indiato achievethe congtitutional purposes
vis-avisthesocial objective.

Thelegal fraternity at large seemsto be
dissatisfied with the procedure adopted for
selection of judges of the Higher Courtsafter
second Judgesdecision. Itisnot known how
the Chief Justiceof Indiaand his2 senior most
colleaguesand other colleaguesdeliberated
and how afina decisionisultimately arrived
at. Everythingisshroudedinthemystery and
thereisatotal lack of transparency.

Undoubtedly, the previousprocedurein
appointing Judges of the Supreme Court or
High Court appearsto bemorepractica than
now, while the apex judiciary got the
prevalence over the executivein appointing
the judges of the High Court and Supreme
Court. Thereisother part of thestory for SC/
ST & 0BC of thiscountry as pointed out by
Justice Pandian in 2nd Judges casethat from
the statementsof Ministry of Law placedin
the parliament at therelevant timefromthe
sanction strength in the Supreme Court and
therepresenting the Ddlits, Tribes, OBCsand
Women aswas pointed, out of 18 High Court
Ddlitsare not represented in 12 High Courts
and Tribeswere not represented in 14 High
Courtsand 6 Courtsrepresenting OBC and
no OBC is represented in 12 High Courts.
Only 15 women Judges were appointed at
the relevant time. Thus, the percentage of
representation of Dalits and Tribes do not
have even 4%; women do not have 3% and
OBC do not have even 10% and the same
situation has been continuing till the report
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submitted by KariyaMundaon thissubjects.
We do not know at present what are the
representations in the Supreme Court and
High Court and | think that inany caseitwould
not exceed more than 6% which is an
unprecedented lack of representationinthe
Higher Judiciary and one cannot expect how
the Social Democracy would surviveinthis
country. Hence, itisimperativethat thesuitable
amendmentswould haveto becarried outin

Article 124 and 217 of the congtitution to
providethe proper representation of SC/ST
& OBC as well as other minorities of the
society of thiscountry and thus, itisimperative
right now to constitute a National Judicial
Commissiontoassesstheclamsof thedigible
personsrepresenting the Higher Judiciary with
ensuring accountability and transparency in
appointment of the peopl e of the country for
Indiabeing afunctiona democracy.

*k*

MOTHER TERESA

Dr. Ram Shar ma*

O! Thou angel of poor
Indarknessengulf

But can’t take her intoitself
O! thou lover of humanity
Withyour Midastouch
Transformed the poverty

O! thou brideof grieves
Distributed spell of happiness

* Writer, Poet, Meerut

* k%

Among ragsof sadness

Beauty of Lord Shiva

Ash-smeared body

Drapedwithalionskin
Themoon on hisforehead

The Gangesashiscrown

Garland of skullsround hisneck
Beedsof rudrakshason hischest
Snakesround hisneck

Spiritudity ineyes

Meditating for thewelfare of theworld

Peopl etend to be generouswhen sharing their nonsense, fear, and ignorance. And whilethey
seem quite eager to feed you their negativity, please remember that sometimesthe diet we
need to beonisaspiritua and emotiona one. Be cautiouswith what you feed your mind and
soul. Fuel yourself with positivity and let that fuel propel you into positive action.

TRIVENI
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BOOK REVIEW

Flowering of Indian English Literature-
New Dimensions- Prestige Books
International, New Delhi : Sydney
Pages. 288, Price:Rs 800/-

The book isacollection of 32 critical
essayshy different authorsand isbrought out
asalestschrift for Prof M.Rajagopal achary,
by his colleagues, friends and research
scholars, on the occasion of his
superannuation on March 31, 2013.1t deals
with recent literary themespertainingto Indian
English Literature, such as Diaspora,
Multiculturalism, Margindisation, Feminism,
Theory and Trand ation. The book is edited
by B.Krishnaiah.

Anita Desai, Shobha De, Shashi
Deshpande, Amitav Ghosh , Arundhati Roy,
Salman Rushdie are some of the authors,
whose popular works have been critically
analysed inthisbook. N.Anil Krishnainhis
article, Thelmageof New womanin Shobha
De's Sethji' examines De's Feministic
perspective and heisof the opinion that all
her novel s project theimage of 'new woman'.
Women'swriting is currently engaged with
socid, legal, and palitical issuesand presents
new definitions and scope and it ismoving
from marginality to self-assertion. These
writingsarenow morevaried, meaningful and
purposeful and are redefining an Indian
woman'sstatusinthefamily aswell asinthe
society. ShobhaDeisquite bold and candid
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inexpressing her viewson variouswomen's
issues. In her novel Sethji, she portraysthe
protagonist, Amrita, asastrong character, who
iselevated from being an innocent girl to a
futurepoalitician. Thistransformationisbrought
out gtrikingly inthenove.

The other themesthat aredealt within
thebook are- Traumaof Partitionin Indian
English Fiction, Loveand Repentance, Magic
Redism, Marginality and Oppression, Love
and Revengeetc. Thesethemesmakeavery
interesting study for research scholars in
general and for those, who are working on
Indian Writingin Englishin particular.

In this anthology, there is an essay by
Prof 1.V.Chalapati Rao, Editor-in-chief,
Triveni, on 'Aspiring Writers! Persistence
Pays!' which talks about the rewards of being
persstentin one'sefforts. Hewritesabout the
rejection faced by prominent writerssuch as
George Bernard Shaw, Oliver Goldsmith,
Edgar Wallace and others and how they
showed patience and perseverancein their
efforts. Thisisanice motivational piece of
writing that caningpiretheyoung and aspiring
writersto buck up and not to despair.

Thecover pageisdesigned aestheticaly
andthevolumeiswdl-brought out. Itisamust
fordl libraries.

Dr |. Satyasree, Hyder abad
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| NEEDALETTER and Other Poems A
trandation of PogachoorinaAakasam by
Dr. Addepalli Ramamohana Rao -
trandator Ramana Sonti - For copiesDr.
Addepalli Ramamohana Rao, 3-5
Madhuranagar, Kakinada 533004 -
PriceRs.75/-

Mr. RamanaSonti's | need aletter, an
Englishrendition of the compilation of telugu
poems entitled Pogachoorina Aakasam by
Dr. Addepalli RamaM ohan Rao stands out
asbeingfaithful totheorigind insofar asthe
tenor and spirit of thetextisconcerned. Unless
thetrandator isan ideal reader (sahridaya)
who absorbsthe spirit of the poet and imbibes
the heart's passion of the poet, he cannot
trandatetheorigina with easeand skill.

| found the trandated version of Mr.
Ramana Sonti enthralling, gripping and
illumineatingfor different reesonswhich | would
like to present here. Most of the poemsin
Mr. Ramana's book | need a letter are
enthralling because he hastaken every care
tokesphimsdf dosetothespirit of theorigind
poems in so far as the thematic content is

concerned notwithstanding thefact that hehad
taken libertieswith the structure of some of
thepoemsintheoriginal.

Mitrama!

Doora vani, gundeku daggaraine vanini
dooram chesindi

Podi podi varthala swara vayu veedhullo
Tadigontu ekkado inki poindi
Yantramlokijaripadi

Prakruti tana chirunama marichi poindi

Friend!

Long distance phone calls have removed
the heart's voice to a really long distance
among airwaves littered with lukewarm
chatter

A genuine voice has faded away

Amidst this maze of machinery

nature haslost her bearings

As Mr. Ramana Sonti had thoroughly
enjoyed reading Dr. Addepalli's poems, he
could make asuccessful effort of trandating
theorigina poems.

Dr. Pothuri Venkata Subba, Khammam

* k%

You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.

You cannot strengthen theweak by weakening the strong.

You cannot help thewage earner by pulling down thewage payer.

You cannot further brotherhood of man by encouraging classhatred.

You cannot establish sound security on borrowed money.

You cannot keep out of trouble by spending morethan you earn.

You cannot build character and courage by taking away men'sinitiative and independence.
You cannot help men permanently by doing for them what they could and should do for

themsdves"

TRIVENI

William JH. Boetcker
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Theeditoria onthe Raghupati Venkata
Ratnamistimely. Indianeedsideal teachers
like himwho couldinspire thestudents. Itis
not enough if theteacher coversthesyllabus
and prepares thestudentsfor theexamination.
Anided teacher should bean agent for socia
changeand culturetranamitter.

N. Bhasker Rao, Visakhapatnam

Itisgood to know about the princely
generosity and women's encouragement by
the Mahargjah of Pithapuram. Mahargjah of
Vizianagaram and the M ahargjah of Mysore
were a so benefactors of society and patrons
of education. When democracy came,
politiciansbegan to exploit the people.

B. Nagesh, Bangalore

Through Triveni, | wouldliketo thank
Dr. C. Jacob, Narsapur for appreciating my
article on the Triple Sreams by ranking it
excellent. For itspublication, | sent thearticle
to the journal in Nov., 2012. It was not
published intheissuesof 2013 asit wasfelt
to bepublishedin other journals. | am happy
toinform all the readers of Triveni that the
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article was published in the festschrift:
Flowering of Indian English Literature:
New Dimensions (Prestige Book Publishers,
New Delhi). Triveni also published thearticle
inJan-Mar 2014 issue, including my letter |
sentin Oct., 2013. My letter to the Editor in
the issue therefore sounded superfluous. |
whole heartedly thank Dr. Jacob for his
compliment and encouragement. | agreewith
him regarding thetriplestream and itsbeing
thecrest and thebest of dl thearticlesinevery
issue. Credit goesto Prof. 1.V. Chal apapathi
Rao. This time he portrayed Dr. Sir
Raghupathi Venkatratnam Naidu, a
distinguished persondlity asan object-lesson.
P.S. Rammohan Ro'sarticlemarksacrystal-
clear noteon corruption, 'acancer esting into
thevitalsof thelndian polity and economy.’
Malini Sheshadri'sarticleisredly worthwhile
asit statestherole of 'our sensesto takein
beauty and spread around.' Dr. Sri R.
Venkatratnam's comparison of the epoch of
Indian history, Raja Ram Mohan with
Bhagirathistruly apt. | concludewiththefact
that Triveni isknown for the accommodating
of articlesand poemsto leavethem read with
abidingintered.

Dr. K. Rajamouli, Warangal

*k*

We areresponsible for what we are, and whatever we wish ourselvesto be, we have the
power to makeourselves. If what we are now hasbeen theresult of our own past actions, it
certainly followsthat whatever wewishto bein thefuture can be produced by our present

actions; so we haveto know how to act.”

TRIVENI

Swami Vivekananda
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NEW MEMBERS

Thefollowingisthelist of Donors/ Memberswho havejoined the TRIVENI family during
April- Jun2014. The TRIVENI FOUNDATION welcomesthem.

Donors: Annual Members:
SriM.L.Swamy Rs.25,000/- S Emani SSNarayanaTrimurthy
SriA.V.AppaRao Rs25000- o Dr-SishtaV.S. Sestry

Smt. N Seetaramabai Rs. 1,000/-
Life Members who paid Additional

Life Members: amount in responseto our Appeal

Sri S. Odelu Kumar Sri C.M.MohanRao Rs.1000/-
Sri B. MariaKumar Sri Ravi Thakur Rs.1000/-
AN APPEAL

Journdslike TRIVENI devotedtoliteratureand culture, naturdly cater toalimited
number of intellectual sand are not to be consi dered as successful businesspropositionsin
any country. They need the active support of the cultured few. We earnestly solicit the
patronage of philanthropic personsto enlist themsal ves as Patronsand Donors and extend
their co-operation to the cause of Indian literature and culture. Donationsto TRIVENI
are exempt from Income Tax, Under Section 80G (2) &(5) of thel.T. Act, 1961. vide
Proc. No. DIT (E)/HY D/ 80G/52(04)/Ren/08-09, dated: 21-08-2008 of Director of
Income Tax (Exemptions), Hyderabad, deemed to have been extended in perpetuity vide
IT Circular No.7/2010 [F.N0.197/21/2010-I TA-1] dt.27-10-2010. Donorsare requested
to draw Demand DraftsChequesinfavour of ‘ Triveni Foundation’ payableon any bank in
Hyderabad.

Our dear subscribersmay note. Inview of the escalation of the paper cost and
printing chargesit hasbecomeincreasingly difficult to meet theexpenditure of thejourna .We
are constrained to increase the annual subscription to Rs.200/- and life subscription to
Rs.2000/- Weshall begrateful if our long timemembersa so cooperatewith usby sending
the balance amount. Donationsare wel come.

TRIVENI FOUNDATION
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