TRIVENI FOUNDATION
(Publishers of TRIVENI QUARTERLY)
12-13-157, Street No. 2, Tarnaka, Hyderabad - 500 017

Wishes all its Readers
Members and other well - wishers
a Happy &
Prosperous New Year 2014

TRIVENI JAN. - MAR. 2014



TRIVENI

INDIA'S LITERARY & CULTURAL QUARTERLY

VOLUME: 83

JAN.-MAR. 2014

NUMBER: 1

Founder Editor:

Kolavennu Ramakotiswara Rao
Former Editor:

Dr. Bhavargju Narasimha Rao

Chief Editor:
Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao

Associate Editors:
D. Ranga Rao
Dr. |. Satyasree

Advisory Board:

Prof. Gangadhar Gadgil (Mumbai)
Dr. Prema Nandakumar (Trichy)
V. Sivaramakrishnan (Mumbai)
Manoj Das (Pondichery)

M.V.R. Sastry (Secunderabad)

N. Sitarambai (Hyderabad)

Printer:
Prof. Y. Sreedhar Murthy

Chief Executive:
S. Vijaya Kumar

Publishers:

TheTriveni Foundation (Regd.)
12-13-157, Street No. 2,
Tarnaka,

Hyderabad - 500 017.

Ph: +91-40-27014762

Email: trivenijourna @yahoo.com

TRIVENI

THE TRIVENI SYMBOL

Padma (the L otus) representsthe purity
of love, Jyoti (the Flame) the light of
Wisdom and Vajra (Thunderbolt of

Indra) the splendour of power.

TRIVENI isdevoted to Art, Literature, History and
Culture. Its main function is to interpret through
English the creative writing in different languages of
India to the people of all States and to the world
outside.

Crigina articlespertainingtoliterature, art, history, culture
and of generd interest (other than political) are considered
for publication in TRIVENI. Articles should be brief
and typed in double space, on one side only. The soft
copies of the articles can be emailed to
trivenijour nal@yahoo.com.

Individual M ember ship: India& Nepal  Others
Annual Membership Rs. 200/- (US$ 20)
LifeMembership Rs. 2,000/ (US$ 200)
Donors Rs. 5,000/ (US$ 500)
Patrons Rs.10,000/- (US$1000)

I ngtitutional M ember ship:

Annual Membership Rs.  500/- (US$ 50)
LifeMembership Rs. 5,000/- (US$ 500)
Donors Rs. 10,000/- (US$1000)
Patrons Rs. 25,000/- (US$2000)

Annual subscriptionswill be effectivefor oneyear from
the date of receipt (i.e. 4 issues). Remittances are to
be made in favour of TRIVENI FOUNDATION by
Money Order, Bank Draft or Local Cheque (A/c. payee)
on any Scheduled bank in Hyderabad. No out-station
cheques can be accepted.

JAN.-MAR. 2014



ADVISORY COUNCIL

Sri. M.L. Swamy (Engineer in Chief, Retd, A.P: Presently inUSA)

Sri R. PrabhakaraRao, IPS(Retd) (Former Director Genera of Police, AndhraPradesh)
Dr. V. Kondal Rao (Chairman, Jayanthi Trust, Hyderabad).

Sri M. GopalakrishnalAS(Retd), Hyderabad.

SriA.V. AppaRao (Chief Engineer (Retd.) Hyderabad)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Prof.1.V. Chalapati Rao (Chairman & Chief Editor)
Prof.Y. Sreedhar Murthy (Managing Trustee)

Sri. B.N. Murthy (Secretary & Treasurer)

Dr.A.P. Ranga Rao (Member)

Prof. P.S.Sar ma (Member)

Dr.J. Bapu Reddy, IAS(Retd.) (Member)

Prof. G. Surender Reddy (Member)

SriA. Venkat Rao, IPS(Retd.) (Member)
Sri.V.VijayaKumar (Member)

TRIVENI QUARTERLY
Advertisement Tariff

Per Insertion 4 |nsertions

4" Title cover page Rs.20,000 Rs.60,000
2" and 3¢ Title cover each Rs.10,000 Rs.30,000
Inside Full page Rs. 5,000 Rs.15,000

Payments may pleasebemadeto TRIVENI FOUNDATION
12-13-157, Street No. 2, Tarnaka, Hyderabad - 500 017, Ph: 27014762.

TRIVENI JAN. - MAR. 2014



STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP AND OTHER PARTICULARS OF TRIVENI

Form IV (See Rule 8)

1. Place of Publication : 12-13-157, Street No. 2, Tarnaka, Hyderabad-500017

2. Publicity : Quarterly

3. Printer’'sName . Prof.Y. Sreedhar Murthy

4. Nationality : Indian

5. Address : 12-13-157, Street No. 2, Tarnaka, Hyderabad-500017

6. Publishers : same as above

7. Nationality . -do-

8. Address : -do-

9. Editor’s Name . Prof.1.V. Chalapati Rao

10. Nationality . Indian

11. Address : 207 Sumanjali Apartments, Gandhi Nagar,
Hyderabad-500080

12. Owner’s Name : The Triveni Foundation, 12-13-157, Street No. 2,

Tarnaka, Hyderabad-500 017

I, Y. Sreedhar Murthy, do hereby declare that the particulars given above are true and to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

1% January, 2014 Prof.Y. Sreedhar Murthy
Printer & Publisher

APPEAL

Werequest thereadersand writersof TRIVENI to correspond through email
(trivenijournal @yahoo.com) regarding any matter connected with TRIVENI. Incase
some individuas arenot inapositionto correspond through email they arewelcometo
use normal postal channels. They can also tel ephone (040-27014732) to TRIVENI
during officehours11amto5pm.

We appeal to membersnot to disturb and inconveniencethe Chief Editor at his
residence.

-Triveni Foundation

TRIVENI JAN.-MAR. 2014



CONTENTS

Sardar Vallabhai Patel India's Steel-Man
Higher Education At The Cross Roads
Sun Down

C.Y. Chintamani : The Legendary Editor
The Death Experience

Living With Technology

Acquisition of English Language Skills. . .
Nomenclature

Dr. AnnieBesant . . .

Son And HisTwin

Losing The Human Touch

Dying Letter

Psychology And Poetry.

Rama Rajya -An Ideal State Par Excellence
Beware! Beware!

A 95-Y ear-Old Writer Shares . ..

Great Vaues Of Small Things

Progeny

Khajuraho . . .

A TripTo lceland

Coloniaism, Cultural Differences. ..
Audit

Two Pdes

Deginy

| Have Nothing To Say

Nature's Fury

Winston Churchill - His Views And Ways
BlissltIs

Quality Assurance In Distance Education . . .

Interesting Facts About Milton

Quest For Human Values In Triple Streams.. . .

Bio Diversity Meet
Readers Mail
Book Review

TRIVENI

I.V. Chalgoati Rao
Yaamudi. K

C.M. Mohanrao

T. SvaRamaKrishna

Page No.

6
9
11
12

Courtesy: Sri Aurobindo’sAction 14

Malini Seshadri

Ch. Joseleena
Ramakrishna Rao Gandikota
V. Muralidhar
Srinivasa Rao Gudepu
L. Suresh

Dr . UshaK Srinivas
T.Padmanabhan

Dr. K. ArunaVyas
N.S.Rachakonda
Courtesy: the I nternet
N. Seetharam bai

K. Tiwari

Bhavana. S. Chary
Anu Nadimpalli

Dr. Aadi Ramesh Babu
Elanaaga

O.P. Arora

Dr. Lakshman Palsikar
I.K Sharma

Dr.R.M.V. RaghavendraRao
N.S.N. Murthy

Dr. V.V. B. Ramarao
Dr. M. A. Waheed
Choppala Neergja

K. Rajamouli
SrinivasaRao Vaavala

15
16
19
21
22
23
24
25
29
32
33
34
36
37
40
42
44
45
46
47
47
48
51
52
53
55
59
60
61

JAN. - MAR. 2014



TRIPLE STREAM

SARDAR VALLABHAI PATEL - INDIA'S STEEL MAN

[.V.Chalapati Rao*

On the 31% of October the nation
celebrates the 38" birth day of Sardar
Valabhai Patel who brought unity and stability
to Indiaindifficult days. Inmilitary parlance
‘Sardar' means Lieutenant. A grateful nation
conferred this title on Valabha Patel in
recognition of hisheroic statureand soldierly
performance in the pitched battles of non-
violence. Hewasindeed MahatmaGandhi's
trusted Lieutenant.

Evenasaboy Valabhai Patel loved
freedom and conducted himsalf with dignity
and self-respect. Thereisastory about his
experience in a school at Nadiad. It was
mathematics class. Theteacher went to the
classwithout preparation. He wasworking
asum on the black-board and could not get
theanswer despitehisfrantic efforts. Theboys
in the class were amused. One of them,
Valabha Patd, could not represshislaughter.
Theteacher, who wasindignant, said: 'If you
know how to doit, betheteacher yourself'.
Vallabha Patel went to the black-board,
worked the sum correctly and sat in the
teacher'schair! Theteacher complained to
the Head-master who demanded an apology
fromVallabhal Patel. Herefusedto givethe
apology and left the school.

Theepoch-making Bardoli struggle
showed the philosophy of Satyagraha in
action. Bardoli followed the Sardar and the
Sardar followed MahatmaGandhi. Valabhai
Patel successfully mobilised the peopleof the
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villagesandledtheminther non-violent revolt
againg the British government.

Asanilludtration of thecagt-ironwill
and steel-like self-discipline of thisardent
patriot, John Gunther mentions an
unforgettableincident. Yearsago, Patel whose
nerveswerefilamentsof ice, wasarguing a
caseinthe Court. A telegramwas handed to
him. It announced the death of hiswife. He
read it, folded it, put it in his pocket and
continued the case without interruption or
changeof mien. Only whentheargument was
over hisfriendsknew what thetelegramwas
about. Thetelegram was about the death of
hisdear wifel HewasaKarmaYogi inthe
most exalted sense of theterm.

Vallabhai Patel, oneof thearchitects
of modern India, was born at Karamsad near
Nadiadintheyear 1875. Hisfather foughtin
the Sepoy Mutiny against the British
imperidism. Hiselder brother Vithalbhal Patel
was a great patriot and an eminent
congressman. As a youth, Vallabha Patel
showed little interest in politics. Hewas a
diligent student with theambition of becoming
alawyer. He became a Barrister and was
cdledtotheBarinLondon. Hespecidisedin
Criminal Law and soon became one of the
greatest defenseattorneysinmurder trids. His
namewasaterror to the Judiciary during the
Britishrule. It waseven said by many people
that the court was shifted from placeto place

to escapehim.
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His association with Mahatma
Gandhi,. wasaturning pointinIndian history.
When Gandhi visited the Ahmedabad Club
to convert thememberstohispolitica reigion,
Sardar Patel was not interested. All the
members of the club crowded over the spot
where Gandhi "held hiscourt" but Vallabhai
Patel sat inacorner at the card tableinside
the club. The Mahatmahimself went to him
with the unerring instinct of the General
choosing his Lieutenants. At the very first
encounter the conquest was made. It wasa
caseof mutual attraction reminding usof the
bond between Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
and Swamy Vivekananda

When MahatmaGandhi launched his
Civil DisobedienceM ovement, Valabha Patel
gaveup hisflourishing legal practicetojoin
the campaign. Henceforth, he had repeated
spells of incarceration in conducting the
campaign of Satyagraha. Asamember of the
Working Committee, he guided the Indian
Nationa Congresswhichwas synonymous
withthelndian Independence Movement. In
1930, he was unanimously chosen as the
Presdent of thelndian Nationa Congress. He
continuedthefighttill thelast bastionsof British
beaurocracy crumbled and theflag of Indian
Independence was hoisted on the Red Fort.

The Sardar was a crusader for the
integration and democratisation of thelndian
States. His statesmanship welded into an
integrated pattern 562 Stateswhich used to
be so many out-skirtsand spheresof influence
chequer-boarding India. It was really a
mammoth undertaking but heaccomplishedit
inamagnificent manner. Heexcelled Bismark
himself. Hegave unity toanation rivenwith
discord. Sardar Patel persuaded the
Constituent Assembly to ensure payment of
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Privy Pursesandto preservetherights of the
dispossessed maharajas and navabs. On that
assurancethey willingly acceded to the Indian
Union. He did great service by making 555
States forming nearly 50% area of the pre-
Independence India. After 20 years the
Congress government broke the promise by
abolishing the Privy Purses by Presidential
order followed by amendment of the
Condtitution. It wasan insult to Patel’smemory.
As Deputy Prime Minister in Independent
Indiahe held the portfolio of Law and Order
whenmillionsof peoplewereuprootedinthe
after-math of the partition of Indiaand there
waswidespread devastation. With relentless
zeal and ruthless efficiency he tackled the
forcesof disntegration withinthecountry and
successfully prevented its bal kanisation and
parcdisation. Futurewriterswill chroniclethis
achievement as an imperishable chapter in
Indian History.

Thissolidly-built manwith hisgreat
bald skull and classcal festuresreminded one
of the Roman heroes of Plutarch. He was
Rometo Nehru's Greece. In hisbook 'Inside
Asd, John Gunther said: "Heisthe party boss
par-excellence. Heisthe Jm Farley, the party
fixer and organiser. When once Gandhi
determined to taketheline, it was Patel who
rammed it through... .. Heis creator of the
political machine". Heisaman of action, of
practicality, the man who getsthings done.
Vallabhai Patel's clear-headed thinking,
precise and straight-forward language and
direct and down to-earth approach to
problemswon for him reputation asan out-
standing statesman with foresight and hind-
sight capable of dealing with any crisisor
emergency ina cool and collected manner.
Hewasliketherock of Gibraltar. Helooked
like onewho contained power, not like one
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who exuded it. It was characteristic of him
that hedismissed the Jeypore accident (of the
force-landing of theplaneinwhich hetraveled)
asahumorousadventure.

He formed the Indian Civil
Service.Thisgresat stickler for disciplinewas
oftencaledtheman of ded, theStdinof India
Very few peoplecould penetrate the over-lay
of soneand metd to perceivetheinner depths
of tendernessand lovelying hiddenin hisgreat
mind. If onestripped off these swathingsand
"filamentsof ice", onewas sureto encounter
aloving heart and akindly soul. Hispartnership
with Jawaharlal Nehru in the Post
I ndependence period isamemorable chapter
inIndian history. It wasanideal combination.

LikeHoratio, Sardar Patel defended
thedtrait bridgeof hiscountry'sindependence,
taking up armsnot only againgt interna doubts
but also external dangers - and at last laid
down hisarmswith hisfaceturned towards
the'promised land..

In his book 'India Wins Freedom'
whichwas rel eased after Jawaharlal Nehru's
death, MaulanaAbul Kalam Azad explains
hisopinion about the circumstances|eading
to the partition of India. He makes oblique
references to Nehru's softness and Patel's
firmnesstowardstheMudims. Itiscommon
knowledgethat Vallabhai Patel released the
hugesum of sterling balancesto Pakistan only
under the pressure of Gandhiji'sfast because
he knew that the money would be used to
purchase armsto be used against India.

But for Sardar Vallabhai Patel the
Indian Statesespecially the Hyderabad State,
Travancore and Junagadh would not have
merged in the Indian Union. He ordered
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'PoliceAction’ under General Chaudhury's
command to bring Hyderabad into the Union
subduing theNizam'sarmy and the Razakars.
H.M. Patel, 1.C.S., Sardar's Secretary,
mentionsaninteresting incident. After Police
Action the Sardar paid his first visit to
Hyderabad. He had to decide whether he
shouldvigttheNizamor thelatter should vigit
himfirgt. Onenquiry fromtheofficidshewas
told that Jawaharla Nehru (Prime Minister)
who went to Hyderabad earlier visited the
Nizamfirst. But Sardar Patdl told themthat it
would beinthefitnessof thingsif the Nizam
would visit the Deputy PrimeMinister since
al other princesvisited himandthat it would
not be proper if hepracticed discriminationin
favour of theNizam. Thus, hepolitdy ingsted
that theNizam should vist himfirgt. TheNizam
cdledonhim.

India had the combination of these
two great men at thehelm of affairsfor ashort
time. Unfortunately, Destiny had willed it
otherwise. Sardar Patel died when his
presence was badly needed.

Patel did not like Nehru's foreign
policy of friendship with China. Nehuru
hobnobbed with Chinaand believed in the
dogan'Hindi - Chini Bha Bhai *. Hecautioned
Nehru against the impending treachery of
China. Nehrutook initativein supporting the
admission of China into the UN Security
Council. Indiahad to pay aheavy pricefor
thisHima ayan blunder.

There used to arise occasional
differences between these two leaders.
Gandhiji used to resolvethem. Inthe early
period of Independence, Indiawaslucky in
having thesetwo gresat |eadersat thehelm of
affairs. They supplemented each other.
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HIGHER EDUCATION AT THE CROSS ROADS

Yalamudi.K*

If thereisaquestion like"Do you
think the education of theday isontheright
path?' onecan befairly surethat the answer
does not vary much from one to the other.
But, if thequestionisframedinadifferent way
likewhat isthepossiblesolution?All hdll islet
loose. Solutionsaremany. Everyoneissosure
of higlher solutionthat, if any attempt ismade
to gpeak about thefailureof humanjudgement,
not many arein amood to accommodatethe
others view point. Perhaps it isstretching
thingstoofar, to expect akind of unanimity of
solutionsinacountry of enormousdiversity
and a deep clash of ideological and class
interests. At theindividual level and even at
theplaneof policy framers suchistheintensty
of convictionsthat, unfortunately, thereisa
great faillurein arriving at abroad consensus.
It is this absence of basic democratic
temperament, which isat theroot,t hat ails
our polity and social structuretoo.

Withtheprefaceabove, itisintended
in this piece of writing to look at, with a
specific focus, what has gone amissin the
teaching and learning process of higher
education. Education at primary level hasa
amplegodl. If akidistaught thebasicliteracy
of three"Rs', itismore or less enough. Of
course, in the rat race for one-upmanship,
muchisattempted and much lessisdelivered

* Lecturer, SR. &B.GN.R Degree and PG
College, Khammam
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even at thiseementary phase. The secondary
stageisapreparation for the crucial higher
education. If thesolid foundationislaidwith
essentid fundamentals, onecantake off from
herein an easy manner to the axisof higher
education. Intheory, itisasimplechain.

Unfortunately, thischain hasgot many
wesek links. Therefore, by thetime, onecomes
to higher education, oneisnotinapositionto
empower oneself inthemanner expected. The
very purposeof higher education isdefeated.
The purpose of higher education is not as
simpleasthat of school education. Insaying
this, onedoesnot inany way intend to demean
thesgnificanceof theeducation of preparatory
stages. Itisjust arelative statement. Higher
education, for sure, hasautility angle. Itisall
the more so, now that the neo-liberal agenda
isinfull-swing. Theother seminal dimension
of itistheimparting of critica literacy.

What does one mean by "Ciritical
Literacy"?Itisacapacity by which onecan
discernwhat isbetweenthelinesand what is
even beyond them. Measured against this
parameter, the situation isutterly cheerless.
Theyoung are so easily manipulated by the
political mastersthat oneisdeeply worried
whether they are educated or education just
bypassed them. There are glaring instances
of the executive power that was/is being
misused to enrich the self and the yes men
around. If somedoleisthrownto the public
at large, no questions are asked. The
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arbitrarinessof power is, not even thought of,
let alone protested against. About structural
inequitiesand thelega corruptionintheform
of danted rulesfavoring the privileged | ot of
the society are never giventhecritical focus
by the greaet mgjority of thelettered lot. After
al issaid and done, itisthefailureof higher
educationinitspublic purpose. Thetragedy
of theLPGisthat higher educationisnomore
for thepublic good. Itismeant for the persond
uplift evenat thecost of dl canonsboth ethical
andlegd.

The resentment from the educated
youth against thisinsdioussystemicrotisso
passivethat, oneistroubled, asto what isto
follow next. The percentage of literacy itsalf
is not that rosy. The ground reality is so
patheticthat thegrossenrolment ratioinhigher
educationitself isvery low, when compared
withthe countrieswithwhomweare supposed
to compareourselves. Itismere 18%.Even
the fortunate few ,who arein the places of
higher learning, are so poorly placed at the
end of theday, let donecritical capacities,
evenintheother areas, their competency is
below par. Asper onereckoning, mere 10%
engineering graduatesareemployable. The
research output of our productsisnot only
meeger intermsof quantity but asovery low
intermsof quality.

SartingwiththeKothari Commission
tothelatest "Knowledge Commission”, the
refrainisthe same. Thedestiny of anationis
shaped in the class rooms. At present, the
teachers are well-paid. Relatively more
qualified. Thereistechnology tofill thegaps
and to make the pedagogical practicesmore
effective. Still, when chipsaredown, thereis
agloomy situation al around. How doesone
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account for it? Thereisanargument advanced
by the"save education” proponentsthat as
long as the common school model wasthe
norm, there was civic pressure on the
executiveto bemorevigilant and accountable
about the education system. Now that the
privateplayersareinthefield at al levelsof
education, catering to the needsof different
drataof thesociety, intunewiththeir financia
clout, education at all levelsgot affected. Its
impact on higher educationislethal . Another
negative factor, which is seen to be at
operaionaccordingtothesameactivisisthat
with theloosening of commitment onthepart
of teachersaspublicintellectuds, thestuation
IS getting worsened by and by.

Yet, the rhetoric of the plannersis
unending. The 12" plan Higher Education
document proclaimsthat itisbasically time
for quality consolidation. Thesmplereason
isthat the causdl link between cognitiveskills
acquired through education and economic
growthisnow well-established. Along with
the Three"Es" of the 11" plan (expansion,
excellenceand equity) thefocuswould beon
4Cs, like, critical thinking, communication,
collaboration and creativity. It further adds,
"therefore, focus should be primarily on
improving the quality of general education.
Graduates should be able to acquire skills
beyond the basics of reading, writing and
arithmetic (3Rs)". Fortunately, thereis no
ASER report about the standardsin higher
education, asitiswith the school education.
Had it been available, even the truth about
3Rswould have been exposed.

Anyway, much of the 12" plan

document on higher education reads poetic.
Thereare somedangerous proposal's, which
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would under-cut the very idea of public
educationinthe country in daysto come. So
abigfight waitsagainst them. Unfortunately,
whenit comestothingspositive, thecredibility
of the state is so tenuous that 18 state
governmentshavegivenfdseaffidavitstothe
supreme court of Indiastating that they have
met al stipulationsof theRTE act, asthey are
requiredto by law beforethe 31 march 2013.

11

Worse still, the others do not even care to
respond. Similarly, when it comes to the
implementation of anti-people policies,
whether it iseducation or any other crucial
fiddlikepublic hedth, the bipartisan gpproach
of the major political partiesand their alies
(despite some ritual protests) is indeed
passionate.

*k*

SUN DOWN

C.M.Mohanrao*

Christ'sblood coursing throughitsnerves
Holding greenleafy festoons of welcome
Toall seekersof shadeand shelter,

flower andfruit,

Accommodating onitssturdy branches

A host of nestsfor feathered tribes
Theaged treeisagog with the outbursts,

Of theddightful criesof thehungry chicks,
Just freefromthegrip of fear fromthealiens
Pushing oneancther toreceivethefirst morsal
Atthefast approaching calsof

their home coming parents

After aday long strenuouslabor ...............
Not far away behind the hillock

Thesun, agiant sized ripeorange,

Withdl hisraysdrawnin
Sinksdowndowly redwithrage............
The sunset heremust besunrise
somewheredse...........

And the hillock lies motionless and
unperturbed

Likeasaint squatting quiet crosslegged
Engrossed in deep meditation

* Poet, Hyderabad
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Unmindful of whatisgoingonaround......
Facing thetreeat adistanceof ten yards
Sittingonarock hewnroughissunandrain
| have painted thepictureinal itsdetails
Themoment, thesituation, thelandscape
thetone and the shade.

| haveimmortdized......................

A wonderful piece of art aglow with

| have nodded my head

withecstasy and pride..............
Behind mealittleaway

Therivulet chucklesover itsgravel

Asif mocking at theboast of my achievement
Likeasweet sxteensmiling blissfully
Likeapeacock dancing mgesticaly
Likeasngingange floating by
Therivulet flowsonand on nonchaantly
Reflecting thepassing clouds
Theinfinitetwinklinggars,
Thousandsand thousandsof light years
away fromus,

Asif thereisno beginning or ending
Asif everythingisher own,

Her ownwithout adispute. ..
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C.Y. CHINTAMANI :

THE LEGENDARY EDITOR

T.SivaRamaKrishna*

C.Y. Chintamani wasindeed one of
themost outstanding legendary editorsinour
annals of Journalism. The Leader of
Allahabad washisfirst and last love. Strange
asit may seem, from an obscurereporter on
Rs.35, herose, by dint of hisinnateworth, to
theeditorship of adaily, theministership of a
province (U.P) and theleadership of aparty

(Liberal Party).

Hisamazing industry, encyclopedic
knowledge, phenomenal memory, superb
command of English, hispowerful e oquence
and ready wit and pen, hispolitical acumen
and parliamentary gifts, hisflair for controversy
and geniusfor conversation, hisconservatism,
his courage of fierce convictions and
fundamental regard for the nobler values of
life established him as the Pope of Indian
Journalism. Hewas acolossus that strode
thesceneof journdisticand publiclife.

C.Y. Chintamani was born in an
orthodox scholarly Brahmin family of
Vizianagaramin 1880. Hisfather Sri Lakshmi
Rama Somayajulu was Raja Guru in
Vijayanagar Court. He had his school and
collegeeducationinVijayanagaram. Hewas
only agraduate. But he was a product of
liberal education and he acquired an erudite
scholarship.

* Lecturer in English (Retd.), Writer, Kakinada
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Naturally, Journalism had a strong
passonfor C.Y. Chintamani. Inthebeginning
hewrotearticlesto Telugu Harp and later he
was the editor of the Visakha Spectator.
And then hereturned to Vizianagaram and
wrotean authoritativearticleon British Budget
intheIndian Herald which earned him great
name and fame. Helearnt the rudiments of
journalismfirst on theweekly United India
for a few weeks, and then on the Madras
Sandard for a few months under the
distinguished publicist, G. Subrahmanyam
Ayyer. Then, with a spirit of glorious
adventureand recklessheroism, heembarked
uponthehigh seasof Journdism. Heattended
the Lahore Congressin 1900. There, asa
prodigy, he attracted the attention and
admiration of the mighty. Later, when
Sachidananda Sinha and Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru founded Indian People (an English
Weekly), they appointed Chintamani asits
Assistant Editor. After that, in 1909 when
Leader came into existence under the
auspicesof Madan Mohan Malaviyaand Sir
Te Bahadur Sapru, Chintamani wasmadeits
Editor. He was an outstanding Editor of
L eader for three decadesfrom itsinception
till his last breath, (except for two brief
interruptions, once when he became a
Minister and next when hewent to Bombay
to edit the Indian Daily Mail at Jahangir
Petit'sinvitation). Chintamani wastheleader
as emphatically as Spender was of the
Westminister Gazette or C.P. Scott was of
the Manchester Guardian. Chintamani and
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Leader were spoken of as one inseparable
entity. Certainly, thisisconsidered asoneof
thegreatest landmarksin Indian Journaism.
Hemadeit theofficia organ of the Liberal

Party.

Asanoutstanding editor, hewasan
absolute dictator and monarch. He was
independent and always quick in taking
decisions. Hewould not pander, would not
compromise and made himself heard. If he
approached Spender inhiseditoria integrity
and output, herecalled Steed, inhisjourndistic
militancy and crusading zed. Hederived his
power as editor from long and intimate
acquaintance with public life and decisive
ingghtinto every nationd problem asit arose.

When once there arose serious
differences of opinion over Montague -
Chelmsford reforms between Malviya
(President of the Managing Committee of
Leader) and C.Y. Chintamani, (its Chief
Editor) and when Chintamani wanted to
resign, Malviyathought that, Chintamani
would be indispensable for Leader's
progress and development, and so he
(Maviya) resgned. Chintamani calledhima
Dharmatma.

In fact, C.Y. Chintamani was not
merely ajourndist but astatesman. Hewas
lucky inhisassociations. Hecameinto contact
with and under theinfluence of some of the
greatest men and mastermindsof histime. In
theU.P. Council hewasaforceto bereckoned
with. When he spoke they listened to an
orator. When hewasnot aminister, hewas
the leader of the opposition. He was the
foremost builder of publiclifeinU.P. Hewas
Knighted.
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About hisphenomena memory B.C.
Pal called himamoving encyclopedia. The
Bombay Chroniclewrotethat hehad astrong
memory, with arectangular finishfor every
new ideain hishead. MahamadAli described
hismemory as thecardindex sysemof Indian
politics. Hismemory wasdescribed asasmall
secretariat initsdf - withdl itsvoluminousness
and noneof itsmustiness.

K. IswaraDutt says " if hewills, a
Niagaraof factsand figures, statementsand
datigtics, quotationsand passagesshootsout,
submerges you and sweeps you off. Itis
because of thisphenomena memory that his
epidtleislikean essay, hisconversationislike
alecture, and his lecture like a page from
history. Heawaysddighted hisaudiencewith
episodes’.

Chintamani wasatypica Gladstonian
orator. Moderation in Chintamani wasboth
strong and animated. Like Sir William Har
Court, hewasafighting liberal. Infighting
controversy hewasaformidablefactor. In
thelast few monthsof hisministership heused
to carry aletter of resignationin hispocket.

Personally, Chintamani was an
amiable gentleman and an ideal host. His
eldest son C.L.R. Sastri wasagrest journaist.
Hissecond son BalakrishnaRao wasatopper
inl.PS. For sometimehewasingovernment
service and later he became a Mayor of
Allahabad Corporation. And later hebecame
Vice-Chancellor of Agra and Azamgarh
Universities. They were worthy sons of a
worthy father.

C.Y. Chintamani moulded K. Isvara
Dutt, K. RamaRao, C.V.H. Rao, Sri Prakasa
et a, into great journalists. Hewasagreat
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friend, guideand philosopher and benefactor
tooneandall.

C.Y. Chintamani was a classic
example of self made man. In politics a

confirmed liberd, insocia mattersastaunch
rebel, injournalism aborn genius, in public
lifeaformidablefigure, he played no small
part inthehistory and renaissance of Modern
India

*k*

THE DEATH EXPERIENCE

It was about six weeks before | |eft
Madurafor good that the great changeinmy
life took place. It was quite sudden. | was
gtting aloneinaroom onthefirst floor of my
uncleshouse. | seldom had any sickness, and
onthat day therewas nothing wrong with my
health, but a sudden violent fear of death
overtook me.

There was nothing in my state of
health to account for it, and | did not try to
account for it or to find out whether therewas
any reasonfor thefear. | just felt'l amgoing
to di€' and began thinking what to do about it.
It did not occur to meto consult adoctor or
my eldersor friends; | felt that | had to solve
the problem mysdlf, thereand then.

The shock of thefear of death drove
my mindinwardsand | sadtomysdf mentdly,
without actually forming the words: ‘Now
death hascome; what doesit mean?What is
itthat isdying?Thisbody dies. And| a once
dramatised the occurrence of desth. | lay with
my limbs stretched out stiff asthough rigour
mortishad set in and imitated acorpsesoas
togivegresater redity totheenquiry. | held my
breath and kept my lipstightly closed so that
no sound could escape, so that neither the
word'l' nor any other word could be uttered.
'Well then,' | saidtomyself, ‘thisbody isdead.
It will be carried stiff to the burning ground
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and there burnt and reduced to ashes. But
with the death of thisbody am | dead?1sthe
body 'I'?Itisslent and inert but | fedl thefull
forceof my persondity and eventhevoiceof
the'l" withinme, apart fromit. Sol am Spirit
that istranscending the body. Thebody dies
but the Spirit that transcends it cannot be
touched by death. That means | am the
‘Deathless Spirit.' All thiswasnot dull thought,
it flashed through mevividly asliving truth
which | perceived directly, almost without
thought process. 'l' was something very redl,
theonly real thing about my present state, and
all the consciousactivity connected with my
body was centred on that 'I'. From that
moment onwards the 'l' or Self focused
attention onitself by apowerful fascination.
Fear of death had vanished onceand for al.
Absorptioninthe Self continued unbroken
fromthat time on. Other thoughtsmight come
and golikethevariousnotesof music, but the
'I' continued like the fundamental sruti note
that underlies and blendswith all the other
notes. Whether the body was engaged in
talking, reading or anything else, | wastill
centred on'l,. Previoustothat crisis| had no
clear perception of my Self and was not
conscioudy atractedtoit. | felt no perceptible
or directinteretinit, muchlessany inclination
todwell permanently init.

Sri RamanaM ahar shi
Courtesy: Sri Aurobindo’sAction- April 2013
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LIVING WITH TECHNOLOGY
| stechnology eating away our creativity and intelligence?

Malini Seshadri*

LIFE SKILLS

If you think technology has been
around only for the last couple of hundred
years, you would bewrong. Ever sincefire
wasinvented and thewheel wasdiscovered,
and even earlier, people had been managing
technology. But inrecent times, it hasbegun
to seem that technol ogy ismanaging us!

We don't walk to school because
there are buses and cars. We watch TV
becausethereisTV towatch. We never stop
talking becausethere are mobile phones. We
don't visit family and friendsbecausewecan
do 'remotevisiting' by phone or webcam. In
the next few yearstheworld will comeinto
your living roomin newer and newer ways,
and wewill haveto exert ourselveslessand
lessto accomplish moreand more.

People claim that technology has
freed up timefor usto bemorecrestive. Yet,
people have been astonishingly creative
throughout the history of mankind, when
technology was primitive by present-day
standards. Much of that creative energy and
geniuswent towards enhancing technol ogy
itsdf, but it sowent towardsmusic, literature
and the arts. Shakespeare wrote out his
agtonishingly largevolumeof work with quill

* Fredancewriter
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pens on parchment paper. Much more
recently, Tolkienwroteall thevolumesof The
Lord of the Rings without the benefit of a
computer. Today, ahigh school studentinthe
western world would feel lost without a
calculator and acompuiter.

Constant Vigil: That does not necessarily
mean peopleare becoming lessintelligent. It
showsthat the brain adaptsto new situations,
and real-locatesitsresourceswherethey are
needed. But it requirescongtant vigil toensure
that the human mind remainsin control of the
technology, rather than becoming dependent
onit.

So what would be the ideal way to
manage new technologies as they arise?
|dedlly, to embrace and assimilatethem, and
use them to increase the efficiency of our
output, freeing uptimefor creativeactivity and
for theultimatejoysof lifewhich requireno
technology at dl - grollinginthepark, playing
withachild or writing apoem.

Solet'stakeaninventory. Think about
this and discuss: Do you manage the
technology around you, areyou at itsmercy
or haveyou never givenit athought? Doyou
think living in ahighly technological world
makes us more creative and artistic or less
so?

Courtesy: TheHindu
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ACQUISITION OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS
AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL -AN OVERVIEW

Ch. Joseleena*

Language acquisition according to
Krashen (1980) is the sub-conscious
assimilation of the language without any
awareness of knowing rules. Language
acquidtionisoneof thetypicd traitsof humans
andusudly referstofirst languageacquisition,
which is how a child picks up the native
language. Infirst languageacquistion, children
get afeel for what isand what isn't correct
through a natural communication. The
emphasisisontheway they communicateand
not ontheform. Theterm ‘acquisition’ isused
to refer to picking up a language through
exposure. 'Learning' on the other hand, isa
conscious process achieved through formal
study and resulting inan explicit knowledge
of rules. Itisthe outcomeof instruction of the
rulesof language.

Secondlanguageacquistion standsin
contrast tofirst language acquisition. Naom
Chomsky (1965) , emphasized thelearner's
innatementa capacity for acquiringalanguage
shifting thefocusfrom languagelearning to
language acquisition. In second language
acquisition, thelearnerslearn an additional
languageafter they haveacquired their mother
tongue. Theterm'second languageacquisition’
isused to emphasizethe sub-consciousnature
of the learning process but in recent years
learning and acquisition have becomelargdy

* Research Scholar, Kakatiya University
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synonymous. The second language learner
(L, » differsfromthefirstlanguagelearner (L.)
intwo critical ways, according to William ol

Ritchieand Tej.K. Bhatia(1996). The(L,)
learner beginsthe processof acquisition aa
time when he/she has matured past the age
when L, isnormally acquiredand L, learner
hasal anguagesystem inplace. AIthough the
role of first language has both negative and
positive transfer on the second language
acquisition, pogtivetransfer being facilitetive,
should beencouraged intheteaching process.
“Transfer' isageneral term describing the
influence of previous knowledge to
subsequent learning. Positivetransfer iswhen
L(1) formisusedinL(2) usageanditisthe
part of L(2) norm and negativetransfer occurs
when the borrowed L (1) usageisnot part of
L (2) normand inhibitsthelearning process.

Second language acquisitionisnot a
uniform and predictable phenomenon asthere
isno singleway inwhichlearnersacquirea
knowledge of second language, accordingto
Rod Ellis(1985).second language acquisition
takesplace either inanatural or classroom
setting and covers the development of
phonology, lexis, grammar and pragmatic
knowledge which lead to the learner's
competence. Different learnersin different
Stuationslearn asecond languagein different
ways. In Indian context, the term second
languageisunderstood asalanguagethat is
learnt after one or more Indian languages
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which are primary and significant. In School
Education, the three language formula is
carried out and according to the Education
Commission, 1964-66, asolid foundationin
English must belaid at the School Stage.

Theacquistionof Englishlanguagea
theschool leve isvery crucia specialy at the
high school level. At this stage, thelearner
developscertain maturity levelsandisina
positionto explorethelanguaged| by himsdlf/
hersdf. Inthe Schooal, thelearner isexposed
toawholelot of aspectsof thelanguagein
theform of syllabus. Thelearner isexpected
to learn everything only to reproduceit on
paper through examsand tests. Thiskillsthe
Spirit of acquiring thelanguage skillsashe/she
is crammed with too many things and the
learner hardly puts what is being learnt to
practice. Teaching Englishlanguage skillsisa
mgor platformonwhichacquistionof English
language takesplace. Teaching of language
skillscan beembedded acrossthecurriculum
to achieve competency with the language.
Developing learning experiences that
grengthendl thefour languageskillsispossble
withsuitablesyllabus.

Languageskillsarenormaly defined
astheskillsof listening, spesking, reading and
writing. Theacquisition of four languageskills
isconsdered ayardstick to measurethelevel
of achievement in a student. Some formal
classroom activities encouragethelearner to
focusononeor two of theskills, whileothers
focusonintegratingtheskillswithinanactivity.
Althoughthelearner can easily get acquainted
with therichnessand complexity of English
languagefor communicationwhendl theskills
of language are merged into one form of
approach, the contention hereisthat priority
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should be given to the receptive component,
whichinclude, listening and reading skills.
Whileitistruethat agifted learner benefits
from even a short exposure of a second
languageitisan averageand abelow average
learner who dwaysendsupretaningvery little
of thefour skillsand unableto copewithina
genuine authentic communication. For the
process of developing of thefour language
skills, thetraining of the ear hasto begiven
priority. Inother words, itisthelistening skill
that tops the list of priorities. The recent
emphasisontechnology in Educationwill all
the more pave the way towards making the
learner listentolong stretches of English at
School. By developing effective English as
second language modules, and also by
formatting all the units in the prescribed
textbooksof English at the high school level
into audio lessonswill not only enable the
Sudentstowardssubconsciousass milation of
the language but also to learn the correct
pronunciation, which may not always be
possiblefrom ateacher.

Krashen (1984) and many others
before him have argued convincingly for the
priority of reading over dl other languagekills.
Reading comprehension should also be an
essential feature as seeing thelanguage will
reinforcetheimpression of thelanguagewhich
will makethelearner absorb thelanguageand
lead theway for an activegrammatica control.
Most English course booksdescribelifeand
situationsfrom an English and western point
of view. Itisimportant that lessonsshould have
simple English to understand and reflect the
cultureof our country so that thelearner can
identify with thelessonsand interest on his/
her partisgenerated.
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Thereforeit is obvious that in any
language acquisition, comprehension makes
way to production. Thisisdl themorerelevant
in second language acquisition . Skill in
production of speech output is the most
difficult and complex and hence cannot be
taken as starting point asin first language
acquisition. Infirst language acquisition, the
child hastoinevitably follow thelistening -
Spesking - reading - writing sequence, because
of the physiological factors. Writing onthe
other hand, isaprocessof andyssand unless
the learner is studying English for special
purpose of academic study, itisunlikely to
giveimportancetowriting skill. Moreover, the
kill requiresrelative cognitivematurity. The
implicationsthat can bedravnfromtheabove
said points are, the four skills of English
language cannot be segregated and learners
caninteract naturaly only when all thefour
skillsof languageareintegrated. Neverthdess,
listening and reading skillsshould be placed
on ahigh position as progressin receptive
component leadsto progressin productive
component of language acquigition.

A language text, for instance,
prescribesan order of contentsfor thelearner.
It isunderstood that the order in which the
features of the language are presented does
match withthe order inwhichthelearner is
capable of acquiring them. However, unless
theteacher's understanding of the syllabus
scheme coincideswiththelearner'sownway
of learning the language, we cannot be sure
that theteaching content will contributedirectly
tolanguagelearning. With careful reflection
and planning, any teacher can integratethe
language skillsand strengthen thetapestry of
language teaching and learning. When the
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tapestry is woven well, learners can use
English effectively for communication. Apart
from the prescribed text books, the materials
employed should be determined by the
teachingamsand method. Usingtheright kind
of materia which specificaly and adequately
servesthe purposeisal so another important
prerogative in the language acquisition
process.

Thereforethevariousstagesin English
language acquisition preparethelearner from
pre-production stageto receptive knowledge
stage and subsequently towards the
productiveknowledgestagewherethelearner
reachesalevel closeto competenceinall the
four skillsof language. At onetimelanguage
learners were perceived to master various
formal skillsand today we seeanew set of
learners who comprehend and produce
language that has emerged. Functional
language acquisition hastaken afront seet and
inthisprocess, therolethat isplayed by formd
ingtructionisof central importance becauseit
enhances and accel eratesthe acquisition of
Englishlanguage. The syllabusput in place
should stress not only on 'knowing' but also
on 'doing’ with thetopicsthe studentslearn
and acquire. Technol ogy can be used to the
advantage of Englishlanguageacquisitionas
today's learners are techno-savvy. High
school teachers can takethe help of digital
toolsand useblogsand social networking to
enhance the language skills in learners.
Seminarsand Projectsalsohelpingainingthe
requiredlanguageskills. Acquisition of English
languageskillsat the high school leve without
opportunitiesfor studentsto meaningfully
apply theseskillsoftenletstheacquired skills
quickly forgotten. Thechallengeisto blend
themineffectiveways.
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NOMENCLATURE

Ramakrishna Rao Gandikota*

"Nomenclature is nothing but our
good old practiceof Namakarana. Why the
very word Nameisderived from the Sanskrit
word Nama. Thisis our age old custom.
Parentsgiveanametothechildasa'Blessing'
tofacetheworldwith", themellifluousvoice
of my 'Botany Sir', resonatesin my earseven
after five decades. Hefurther continued, we
follow the'Binomia Nomendlature inthecase
of plantsand animals, with ageneric name
followed by aspecific name, asisthe case
with our 'Sir name' and the name proper. He
used to roll out hundreds of botanical names
of theplantsin Latin or Latinised English,
which were most musical and worked as
mantras and | used to get mesmerized and
thereafter chanted those namesfrom Acaccia
arabica to ziziplus jujuba, as a Botany
Lecturer mysdif.

Our Botany Sir, late Mr. Chako
concluded hislecture on nomenclaturewith
these humorous words. "We have some
misnomers. For instancetakethetal avenue
treeAsoka Itwasnamed Polydthia longifolia
meaning 'curesmany -long leaves inLatin.
Actually theBritish botanist mistook thisplant
for thered AsokaTree, Saracaindica, under
which Mother Stawailed, praying for reunion
with Lord Sri Rama. We may have some
misnomersamidst uswho havenameswhich
are mere name sakes'. How right he was!
Parents name their children with great

* Retired Principal, Kakinada
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aspiration~andambition. Of coursewhat lies
intheir future, god a oneknows.

Themusic maestro of Sarod, Amjad
Ali khan, named his sons '‘Amaan’ -(most
lovable) and Ayaan (gift of god). What a
beautiful and thoughtful selection of names.
A good old pious gentleman known to me
named hissonsafter Lord Vishnu, i.e Kesava,
Narayana, Madhava, Govindaetc. He had
to contend himself withjust six namesof the
Lord. Subsequently hehad four daughterswho
were named after the Maha Sadhvis Sita,
Savitri, Ahadlyaand Anasuya. Thosewerethe
days when to have adozen children was a
norm. Now itis'Oneor none. Whenwename
our children after god, weunconscioudy utter
the holy name which by itself is a merit

(punya).

A student of mine was named
Soumitri, meaning Sumitra'sson Lakshmana,
theyounger brother of Lord Sri Rama. Lo!
His parents never expected the present
generationwould beignorant of our scriptures
and Sanskritinsuchashort time. Very often
in hisschool and college nominal rolls, he
wasincluded amongthegirls. Itisnot al; he
received a couple of love letters too from
unknown boys, mistaking himto beabeautiful
girl, withabeautiful namerhymingwith Gayatri
and Savitri. When he came to me for
counseling, | suggested to prefix Lakshman
to hisname Soumitri; though redundant, it
would solvethe problem.
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Intheearlier generation, generdly the
first childwasgiventhegrand parent'sname.
For instance my elder brother was named
Subbarao, aubiquitousnamein those days.
He was named after our grandfather, a
towering persondity. Our mother faced abig
problem. How could she call him names
shouting Subbu or " Subbi”', when got annoyed
with thisnaughty boy! So she started calling
him'Babu’. Smilarly wehave Chinna, Chant,
Papayi, Chitti, Bulli, Baby et al, whoremain
kids perpetually, the original names being
forgotten.

Wehaveacrazefor very short names
now-a-days. They should sound well, no
matter they have any meaning or not. With
the advent of Internet we have become
"Omniscient”, withaclick of theMouse, we
can accessthousands of namesfrom various
languages with a choice of syllables and
phonetic sounds. At timesthesewordsturned
out to be adjectives and conjectives. My
brother's grand daughter, bornin U.S, was
named "Anik". When informed on phone, |
mistook it for 'Unique. My sster-in-law took
great painsin enlightening methemeaning of
thename, and thelanguageitisderived from.

Of lateit hasbecomeafashiontogiveavery
short name with one or two syllablesand a
long subtitleto our Telugu Movies Whensuch
uniqueshort namesaregivento our children,
how niceit would beto add an explanatory

tag!

At times the names we give to our
children areembarrassing. A student of mine
was named Mekhala by her parents. As a
student of Sanskrit, when she cameto know
the meaning, she blushed to tears. Mekhala
meansagirdleor waist bandin Sanskrit. Take
for instance the name Ravikumar, supposed
to be named after the Sun God. Ravi, the Sun,
hastwo sons- Yamaand Sani. WhileYama
tormentsthe departed, Sani theliving. Which
of thetwo sonsof Ravi isnamed after inthe
present caseisdoubtful!

These are the days of Adhar. The
twelvedegit unique D Number isamust for
our surviva without which we aredeprived
of gas, ration, pension, scholarships etc.
M odern technology may usher in'Numerical
Nomenclature'. and we are recognized by
merenumbers.

***

“Itisnot the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbl es, or
wherethedoer of deeds could have donethem better. The credit belongsto themanwhois
actudly inthearena, whosefaceismarred by dust and sweat and blood; who Strivesvdiantly;
who errs, who comes short again and again, because thereisno effort without error and
shortcoming; but who does actually striveto do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms,
thegreat devotions; who spends himself in aworthy cause; who at the best knowsintheend
thetriumph of high achievement, and who at theworst, if hefails, at least failswhiledaring
greatly, so that hisplace shall never bewith those cold and timid soulswho neither know
victory nor defegt.”

-- Theodore Roosevelt
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Dr. ANNIE BESANT - A WOMAN TO BE REMEMBERED
Commemorating Annie Besant's BirthDay

V.Muralidhar*

Itisprecisely 165 yearsback, alittle
baby girl opened her eyes on 1st October
1847 onthesoil of BritishIdes. Shewasnone
other than Dr. Annie Besant, who wasdestined
and engendered to bring out changesbothin
her mother land aswell asthe sacred land of
her adoption.

Indubitably, Dr. Annie Besant had
been amultifaceted and versatile personality
- thinker, labour |eader, author, an eloquent
orator, educationist. feminist, apolitician and
asocia reformer. She becamethe champion
of both women's emancipation and factory
workersin her hometown. Itisintruth, the
inspirationtovisit andto study Indiaand its
people gave thisoutstanding personality an
opportunity to peruse the book "Secret
Doctrine" written by H P Blavatsky, the
founder of Theosophical Society inAmerica
with Head Quartersat Madras, now Chenna.

AnnieBesant first stepped on Indian
soil inthe year 1863 on 16 November, for
sheredizedthat Indianshad been completely
unaware of their culture and heritage.
Conseguently, shecouldinitiateand undertake
many aninnovative programmeswithaview
to making Indiansto be aware of their sense
of prideand responsibility. She started many
schools and among them Centra Hindu High

* Writer, Madanapalle
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School in Banarasin theyear 1898 without
any financid assstancefromthe Government.
Besdesthis, shestarted Boys Scout and Girls
GuideAssociationinIndia Inthefirst place,
moral and religious instructions were
introduced and included in the curriculum.
With the passage of time, this institution
became a college and later on it grew into
BanarasHindu Universty. Sheasoserved as
the President of Theosophical Society,
Madras(Chennai) from 1909till her deathin
1933.

Annie Besant, by and large, was
drawnintothevortex of Indian politicsin 1914,
and she became the president of Indian
National Congress during 1917 as a
consequence of her total commitment,
involvement and dedication. In order to hasten
Indiaspolitical independence, Besant started
'Home Rule L eague in September, 1916 and
our late PrimeMinigter Jawaharld Nehru, who
had received gpprenticeshipin Indian palitics,
was its Home Leaguer. She wrote books
Wake up and India a Nation. Asaresult of
her paliticd activities, theBritish Government
without any trial, gave her punishment and
interment along with G SArundaleand B P
Wadia, and shewasreleased on compulsion
within three months. Thisis on account of
public agitation with theculmination of avery
strongly worded appeal from American
President Woodrow Wilson to British Prime
Minister, LoyaGeorge.
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Thisuniquelady followed Mahatma
Gandhiji'snon violence asaweapon with a
view to achieving theobject of freedomduring
freedom struggle. Gandhiji, thefather of the
nation assartsthus: "Aslong asindialives, the
memory of themagnificent servicesby her will
dsolive”

Dr. Annie Besant's lines are more
sgnificant to comprehend the concept of God
andrdigion.

Thereisno religion higher than truth

O hidden light vibrant in every atom!

O hidden light shining in every creature!
O hidden love embracing all in oneness!
May each who feels himself as one with
Thee,

Know heistherefore onewith every other!

*k*

SON AND HISTWIN

Srinivasa Rao Gudepu*

Momentswereecstatic

for | wasblessed withason

Inmy homeitwasall fun

Obsessed to have atwin of my son
Brought asampling and planted soon
Bothweregrowingonarun

And scoundrel wasnone

All my nameand famewas used by my son
But abucket of water aday by histwin
| became old and my twin sonsyoung
Andthe ecstasy returned

For | had agrandson

My son had nointerestintwins

| wasfearful of what he had done
Dayswererolling fast

And| cametomy last

* Asst Professor of English, Siddipet

| wasfelt asamerewaste

And soon was sent out
Thesunwasblazing hot

| could not find nothing built

A group of peoplewere not too distant
My old eyescould easily spot

They werequiterelieved of heat

For they were under my son'stwin

| wasmoved by thesight
Andsoonforgot my plight
Therewerepraisesfor himand hisfather
The parent inmewasmoved by this shower
Soon | was scared for

What would my sondo

For my grandson hasnotwin

My sondidikesto shelter one

But histwinrgectsnone
Becauseheisnot human.

***

“Theoppressed area lowed once every few yearsto decidewhich particular representatives
of the oppressing classareto represent and repressthem.”
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-- Karl Marx
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LOSING THE HUMAN TOUCH

L.Suresh*

ON HOW TECHNOLOGY HAD
ALMOST RUINED CINEMAAND HOW
THEINDUSTRY FOUGHT BACK

April 6, 2020: It hasbeen 125 years
sincethefirst visual special effect - thestop
action techniquethat hel ped replace an actor
withadummy seamlesdy- wasdemonstrated
onfilm. Ever since, technology hasplayed a
major rolein evolving cinema from black-
and-whiteto colour and from silent moviesto
talkies... Unfortunately, it did not stop there.

Duringtheinitial years, movieshad
been more about people, their livesand their
stories. When technology came into the
picture, visual effectstook agiant leap, with
techniquesthat blended multipleshotsto create
an illusion. Special effects such as the
SchUfftan processallowed miniature setsto
be shown like Godzilla's penthouse and made
actorslook thesizeof gremlinsinfront of them.
This removed the need for large sets, and
consequently, scores of set designers, art
directors and carpenters saw their careers
being pulled down.

Rear and front projection ensured that
big budget outdoor shots could be completed
indoors by projecting the background on a
screen. Chromakeying alowedthefilmto be
shot withablue screenor agreen screenasa
backdrop - the background could be added
later, during post-production. Suddenly,
locationswere no longer soimportant. The
SwissAlps could be added at the director's
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leisureto aBollywood song - and with that,
location scouts, location managers and
coordinatorslost their way intheindustry.

3D computer-generated imagery
(CGl) ledto animatedimagesvying with live
actorsfor spaceinthemovies. Soon, animated
characters- dinosaurs, giant snakes, diensand
ghosts- beganto star inmovies, leaving actors
to play meresupporting roles. Entiremovies
weresetinamulated environmentsand virtud
worlds. Motion capture madeit easier touse
humans, capturetheir movementsand facial
expressions, and then create animated
characters that would represent them on
screen. Sincethese characterswere created
using software, costumes and make-up
became redundant - the careers of costume
designers, costume supervisors, make-up
artistesand tailorsssmply came apart at the
seams.

Soon movies became more about
technol ogy and lessabout people. What began
asacollectiveeffort of hundredsof people
was soon reduced to abunch of tech geeks
making amovie. The last straw was when
filmmakersredised thet actorswerenolonger
needed and they could bereplicated on screen
using CGl. Thecadting director and thecasting
agent soon found themselveswithout arole
to play inthebusiness.

Shortly, even actorsbeganfinding it

difficult to find work - their computer-
generated counterparts filled in for them
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adequately. (Besides, producerswereglad to
do away with star tantrums, long breaks, big
€gos, bigger vanity vans, their burgeoning
entourage and the huge monies they
demanded.) But audiences the world over
beganto get restless. Themagicwasmissing
and soon they stopped going to thetheatres.
Inthe beginning, it wasmistakento bethe
onglaught of television. Inthe 1980s, it was
attributed to homevideos, and adecade | ater,
piracy was madethefal guy. Findly, it took
the utter failure of Avatar VII - TheTitanic
GoesToMars, for thefilmfraternity toredise
what had gone wrong. The audience was
missing thehuman element.

To bring back actors on screen
would beregressive. Technology wasdoing
agreat job of smulatingtheminthemovies.
How el se could one get the audienceto see
real peopleon screen?"For at least fiveto 10
minutes, if not theentireduration,” theatre
ownerspleaded. Much thought went into it
andfinally, after intenseresearch, the experts
foundthesolution.

And that was how, starting April 1,
2020, the newsredl cameback into our lives.

Courtesy : TheHindu April 6, 2013

DYING LETTER

(poemin Telugu by Dr N Gopi, translated by Dr UshaK Srinivas)

What istherein phones

Except silence of the hearts!

Likedecayed pdmleaf unsatisfying
however muchread

LikeKohinoor diamond hidden at the bottom
of thetrunk

Anevergreen dream'sbrightnessis|etter
When (you) walk adistance of amile
Usedto get acard inthe post office

Not likesprinklinginthefields

In the available space itself letters used to
become seedlingsof maize

Rootsused to shinewiththe

brightnessof dreams

A handsomeman like postman

(is) not found inthiswholeworld

Who brokethisbridge of pearls, my dear!
That haskept youand meonthelineof anxiety

* Poet and Tranglator, Hyderabad
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Morethan money order

For mother, isn't letter itsalf isoxygen!
Clouds, starsand moon

Becoming bright, the sky itslf

Used to becomeabeautiful letter
What happened to us?

Inempty templesof minds
Havethoughts become bankrupt?
Haveinfanciesfaded

Inefficiencies fragrances?
TheMyrobaan-ink may fade

L etterswritten (with the pen)
dippedinblood-lake

Areliterdly letters.

For communications roar
Pigeonsareflying avay

Hold them and stop

Withjust onearrow of 'hello’

Don't kill the sentience-soaked livevolume
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PSYCHOLOGY AND POETRY

T.Padmanabhan *

Inphilosophy or psychology, innature
orinliterature, inthesocia sciencesor inthe
lessimprecise sciences(likethenatural ones)
Poetry has claimed and secured aplaceof its
own. Intuition and imagination have never
failed tolead the poetsto effortless statement
of indisputabletruthsinthesefidds. Our effort
in this article is intended to bring out the
impressiveway inwhich poetry hasranged
at unerring will inthisareaof attention, the
way inwhichmaiter at/onwhichpsychologists
had to labour to reach and state their
conclusions gets presented with effortless
ease, by poets.

Someone described poetry as the
'impish attempt to paint thecolour of thewind.'
Substitutefor theword ‘wind' theword'mind;’
youwill not bewrong. Thepointisthat inboth
attempts poetry will only have scored
successes. Poetry is boned with ideas,
nerved and blooded with emotions, and
held together with the tough (though)
delicate skin of words. One has described
poetry 'as the shortest way of saying
something. It letsusexpressadime'sworth
of idess, or aquarter'sworth of emotions, with
anickel'sworth of words.' Not anincorrect
way of description, though thevalue of the
wordsused by true poetswill beenormous,
Le Mot Juste occursto them just naturally.

Asfor psychology, awag described
it as a rubber-stamp pressed upon a

* |AS (Retd.), Writer, Hyderabad
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dippery, dodging ghost. But there havebeen
poetswho have achieved what isheld to be
thevirtually impossible. Totheghostislent
substance and therubber-stampispressedin
a manner for all to see the effect and
appreciate. Man'smind, itissaid, iswont to
tell himmorethan sevenwatchmendttingina
tower. The poet saysthismuch and morein
ways that can never be missed. Take for
instancetheideaof Projection. Hereisthe
effortlessease poetry evidencesin describing
theprocessand theresult:

their own defect invisible to them

seen in another they at once condemn;
and though self-idolised in every case
hatetheir own likenessin a brother'sface.

In the course of dealing with the
matter, we can't help crossing the borderland
between psychology and the preserveof the
spirit where it isits exclusive privilege to
wander at will. Thevery firstinstance given
below will confirmthismuch:

thus happiness depends, as nature shows,
less on exterior things than most suppose.

and if every human being wereto belooked
upon as Caesar, let Caesar render unto god
the things that are god's and to the spirit
the things that are the spirit's, and to the
mind-in so far as it is bound up with
matters of the material world- the things
that are the mind's.
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Thetrutheveris:

Fierce passions discompose the mind,
As tempests vex the sea,

But calm, content and peace we find,
When, lord, we turn to thee.

In vain by reason and by rule

We try to bend the will;

For none but in the saviour's school
Can learn the heavenly skill.

Snce at his feet my soul has sate,
Hisgraciouswordsto hear,
Contented with my present state,
| cast on him my care.

| believeitisWordsworthwho says.

The world istoo much with us;
|ate and soon,

Getting and spending,

we lay waste our powers.

Everyonewill dowell tolay to heart
theadviceby thepoet couchedintheseterms:

When the one great scorer comes
To write against your name,

He marks not that you won or lost,
But how you played the game.

Thevery thought of playingfoul should
be expelled from the mind, if onewantsto
liveat peacewith onesdlf.

To another are these lines to be
ascribed:

Virtue quickens with a warmth divine
The powers that sin has brought to a
decline.
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Prayer only and the penitential tear,
Can call her smiling down and fix her here.

The cause and effect of excessive
concernwiththeworld areset forthinterms
that are not easily forgotten, asa so theway
of liberation therefrom.

Henry Wotton hasthisto say about
the character of a happy life and about the
personwho will haveajust claim thereto:

Whose conscienceishisstrong retreat;
Who god doth late and early pray
More of his grace than giftsto lend.

In a sense 'freedom from servile
bondsof hopetoriseor fear tofal' may give
risetothepersonwhois

Lord of himself though not of lands,
And having nothing, yet hath all.

Contentment, the state of being
congtingin ‘content, content, beyond content,
Which hath noroomfor betterment,’ isatrait
of personality that israrely cultivated, and
rarer far tofindin pristineform. Strangely
enough, often exisencewhichisfast becoming
indistingui shablefrom 'the teeming womb of
sinand crime will befound to oppose HOPE
to contentment. Thus:

Hope, 'heartening the soul
with odour of fresh hopes
And longings high, and
guestings of wide power,

may wreak havoc onausualy weak frame of

mind, playing ever theroleof thekind chedt,
(truer isit to say 'unkind cheat,") and may
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thrust contentment out of the aims of effort
and exisgence. Theantidoteisadvisedinthese
terms.

To measure life, learn thou
betimes and know

Toward solid good what |eads
the nearest way.

Learnto break freefromthe

Care though wise in show

That with superfluousburden |oadsthe day,
and seek and secure along Lull

in the hot race

Wherein thou dost forever chase

That flying and elusive shadow, rest

achase often through wrong means, bound
up with earthly concerns.

Thepower of praise, of itspgorative
formflattery, iswell-known. In psychology,
itistobeheldto be an appeal totheego, an
apped that never failsto serveasaninflator.
In psychology, the human ego occupiesa
placeof specid sgnificance. Theegoisoften
led by 'interest’, not so much by 'reason’ as
iswell-known. Thisfact hasgivenrisetoa
proverb: if you would persuade, appeal to
interest, not to reason. Thisfact isbrought
outinatelling fashion by the poet, Dryden:

What cannot praise effect in mighty minds,
When flattery soothes and when ambition
blinds.

Haven't we seen so many instances

of personsin position and power (ordinary
onesnot alwaysbeing an exception)
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Made drunk with honour, and debauch'd
with praise?

Humourous poetry isnot far behind:

Flattery, we are taught in schools,
Is not unoften the food of fools;
But now and then your men of wit
WII condescend to take a bit.

Fromwhat weknow from experience
and fromwhat little we know of the human
psyche, not so much self-preservation as
self-image preservationisthe basicinstinct
of ahuman being of the common run. And
praseisafillip awayswelcometotheone
whom self-image preservation dominatesas
theaim of effort. Itisnot givento many to
resist thetemptationto gobble up praiseeven
though deserved and itisnot given to society
to seemany instances of peoplewhofall in
thiscategory:

For to be conscious of what all admire,
And not be vain, advances virtue higher.

Persondity Psychology hasgivenrise
toadedl of literature. Thelast word thereon
is not yet achieved. The poet with ease
presentsthe reader with acertain measure of
understanding of so complicated asubject as
persondity. Hereishow.

In Panchatantra these lines are to
befound, about the possi ble misdirection of
educational effort when indiscrimination
prevailsinthe selection of thetarget of such
effort:

Educating sluggish wit
Killsno pride, but fostersit
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Asin daylight othersfind
Aid to vision, owls go blind.

Of course, thisisamatter onwhicha
good deal can be said on both sides.
Because of the possiblerefining influence of
education evenonduggishwits, perhaps, wits
get through appropriate educational effort
released from vices like vanity, and from
assertiveimpulses of thewrong kind. And
an anti-doteto vanity isto befound inthese
lines

Just stand aside, and watch yourself go by;
Think of yourself as'he' instead of 'i'

Thisisperhapstheequivaent of 'sdif-
introspection," without exposure to which
very often the self getsout of control.

Personality, asisknown, isnever to
be looked upon as a ssimple concept, as a
smplefact. Let usnotethe caution sounded
by the poet:

Within my earthly temple thereisa crowd.
Thereisone of usthat's humble;

one that's proud.

There's onethat is broken-hearted

for hissins,

And onewho, unrepentant, sitsand grins;
There's one who loves his neighbour

as himself,

And one who cares for naught

but fame and pelf.

Frommuch corroding carewould i befree
If once i could determine whichisme.

Itissaf-ingpection, sAlf-introgpection,

self-anaysisthat will lend substanceto this
advice:
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For faults committed oft yourself arraign;
In treating wounds, the cure for pain is
pain.

Psychology has so many lessonson
how to fend off siress, how to overcomesiress
whileunavoidably facingit, and soon.

And in a telling fashion, the poet
makes the point that we fritter away our
energiesthrough self-defeating moves, self-
Sultifying effort:

We would have health, and yet

Sill useour bodiesill;

Bafflers of our own prayers, fromyouth to
life'slast scenes.

We would have inward peace,

Yet will not look within;

We would have misery cease,

Yet will not cease fromsin;

We want all pleasant ends, but will use no
harsh means.’

We do not what we ought,

What we ought not, we do.

And lean upon the thought,

That chance will bring us through.

The point is made, never to go
unheeded, that man limitsman in performance
on ever somany fronts:

Other existences thereare, that clash with
ours.

Theoutcomeisinevitable, that man
amost ever comesto bean abridged version
of possibilities.

Enoughissaid, | suppose, to make

thereaders continue the excursion into the
world of reflection about what allsus.
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"RAMA RAJYA" -AN IDEAL STATE PAR EXCELLENCE

Dr.K.ArunaVyas*

The Whirl gig of Time reveals a
multitudinousvicissitudesand amyriad hues
and colours. History revea sdiversetrainsof
thought which run parallel. Theiridescent
brightnessand hovering darknessareblended
into a curious mixture in history. History
narrates the exultations and agonies, the
humility and habits, thesin and atonement of
thegreat and small dike. Weseegreat empires
edtablished. Great monarchs, exemplifyingthe
spirit of the age reigned supreme. We see
different political ideologies, after castinga
spell over theworld, fadinginto oblivion. The
valiant Alexander the Great of Greecewith
unbridled ambition and JuliusCaesar of Rome
held sway over theworld and sillently dipped
into thewomb of history.

Alfred the Great of England
introduced reformsondl frontsand civilized
hispeople. ChandraguptaMaurya, Asokathe
Great and Akbar the Great contributed their
miteto the swelling rise of their respective
kingdoms

History hasher somber and dark side
too. Chinas Sheh Hwang Ti and Mangolia's
Chenghis Khan perpetrated many blood-
curdling atrocitiesand left indeliblestainson
history as the most dreaded two-some.
Different political systems and theories
produced an appalling breed of men.

* Poet, writer in Telugu, English and Sanskrit,
Hyderabad.
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Totditarianismand A uthoritarianism produced
diabolic menlikeAdoplh Hitler of Germany
and Mussolini of Italy. Hitler washated asa
devil-incarnate. Ugandas|di Aminwasan
unscrupulous despot who committed
innumerable, incorrigiblecrimes. Today dmost
all countriesembraced Democracy whichis
government of the people, by the peopleand
for the people. This system celebrates the
triumph of the common man and enthrones
himonahigh pedestal.

Rama Rajya is a monarchy with a
difference. Though the authority iscentered
intheking, thisauthority never convergesinto
authoritarianism. Thekingisnot an autocrat
but introduces many people-friendly welfare
measures. Itisredly surprisng tofind Rama
talking so much about administration though
he is never a full-fledged ruler in the
Ramayana. ThisKaschit Sargadedsmainly
with polity. It isatreatise of Ramaon polity
and organizational skillsof theking. We see
Rama gathering all the shining pearls of
adminigtration one by oneand stringing them
together.

Rama, at the outset, tellsBharatato
take care of the priest who was pivotal in
performing fire rites and other auspicious
things. The priest of the Ramayana agewas
heldin high esteem for hisprobity, selfless
conduct and vast knowledge. This is,
historically speaking, thedominance of the
spiritud over thetempord. The priest'sword
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waslaw. Ramalater refersto theimportance
of physcians. Thephyscianwasingrumenta
inkeeping peoplein good health by attending
totheir aillments. Emperor Ashokamight have
read hisRamayana and hebuilt hospitalsfor
both humansand animals.

Ramatells Bharatato respect their
teacher Sudhanvawho hastrained al thefour
brothersinal theskillsof wegponry and polity.
ChandraguptaMauryaowed everythingto his
preceptor-cum-Prime Minister Chanakya.
Great teachers make their disciples great
leadersindeed!

RamatellsBharathato be careful and
choosy inselectingministersbecausethey are
very crucial in bearing the yoke of
administration. Rama says the king has to
select such personsas ministerswho are men
of integrity, who are self controlled, reliable
and well versedin polity.

Ramafeelsthat an industrious and
devoted emperor should not wastetimein
deep. Heshould rise at the crack of dawn as
early hours of morning would be serene,
pristine and congenial to embark upon new
ventures. Early hours of the morning are
recommended by the present day
management experts.

Ramasaysthat theKing should keep
hisaliesat anarm'slength, whilegiving them
their duerespect. Theking should never take
theminto hisconfidenceandreved al secrets
of administration. Weknow history isreplete
with storiesof such aliesturning against their
kings, taking undue advantage of theking's
lenience. Ramaspecified thefact that theking
should always seek the opinion of thewise
and circumspect minister and abideby it.
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Ramaintelligently gradestheservants
into three categories. He classifiesthat the
most important work should be assigned to
the best of the lot. The work of next
importance should be handed over tothemen
of lessability and work of leastimportanceto
theordinary folk. Thesearetheimportant tips
on""'man-management”. Anableadministrator
should dividethework onthebassof relative
merits, and, accordingly, distributethework
tothose€ligiblefor required posts.

Ramaspegksof therank of highaffairs
of state Theemperor should bevery sdlective
in choosing a person to such a high office.
The person aspiring for thisposition should
be aman of proven integrity and assiduity.
He should be aholder of hereditary office,
incorruptible and blemishless. We cometo
comprehendthat itisessential foramanwho
is a the helm of affairs to be a standing
exampleand arolemoddl.

Ramainsiststhat the ministershave
no businessto torture peoplewith draconian
punishments. Ramafeelsthat aking should
alwaysbe concerned with wellbeing of his
subjects. Rama Rajyaisamonarchy "for the

people’

Ramaisingstent that theministersdo
not overstep the boundaries of loyalty and
humiliatetheking. Ramafeelsthat theking
should appoint such a person who is
contented, powerful, sagacious, courageous,
of good lineage, upright, dedicated and
capableascommander for hisarmy.

Ramainsststhat the soldiersshould
bepaidtheir sdlariesand provisonsregularly
by the administrative authorities concerned.
They should keep on enquiring about the
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soldiers welfare. A hungry and disgruntled
soldier would beresentful, hate hiswork as
thanklessduty andturn against theruler. This
isnothing short of rebellion or mutiny.

Ramagivesalist of quaificationsof
anemissary. An envoy should beaman born
intherealm, canny, capable, ready-witted,
faithful indischarging hismission, and should
havegood senseof discrimination.

Ramadtressed theneed for employing
spies. Hesaid alarge number of spiesshould
be taken into service and should be given
different and variousduties. Ramaonceagain
stressesthat thisintelligence network should
work insecrecy. Thisinfact, isaforerunner
to the spy-systems of later generations.
Kautilyamight havelearnt thissargaby rote
asheincul cated many devicesin hismagnum
opusArtha Sastra. Ramawantstheking to
keep acareful watch onenemieswhoreturned
from exile. Theking should, by no means,
underestimatethe strength of hisenemies.

Ramacautionsthekingto bewary of
Brahminswho are materialistsand atheists.
Hesaysthesesdf-gyled scholarsareblissfully
ignorant of genuine knowledge and would
mislead peoplewith the disastroustheories.
Here Ramachandraanticipates our own self
professedintdllectuas, whowith ahandful of
materialistic theoriesat their reach, promise
the people a brave new world but who, in
fact, land theminafool'sparadise. A number
of young people are attracted by these
perverted minds, asmothsto afireand lose
themsdvesinthemireof uncertainty.

Rama is very particular about the
welfare of the farmers. He says that lands
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should bewell - tilled and cultivated by the
farmers. Asthefarmer isliterally the"donor
of food" to the masses, he should not be
overburdened with taxes.

Agricultureisstill aprime source of
incomeinIndia Gandhiji said"Indialivesin
villages'. Thefarmersshould beprovidedwith
al thefacilitiesto increasethe agricultural
produce.

Rama speaks at length of
beautification of thecity and urbanization. He
refersto high mansions, chariots, el ephants,
horses, good water system, milk supply,
advanceof literacy and trade. Thesearethe
basic needswhich all peopleareentitledto
enjoy, anytimeand anywhere. Carsof different
sizes and different makes have replaced
chariotsand horses.

Ramawantsthekingtoworship gods,
to revere scholars and play perfect host to
guests. Hewantstheking to be generousand
affectionatetotheold peopleand thechildren.
Today theold are dragging their fag end of
their livesin old agehomes. Manisisolating
himsalf fromandinsulating against al bonds
of relationships. Rama's advice offers a
panaceato man'sirredeemabledilemma.

Lastly and very significantly, Rama
wants the king not to be avaricious, not to
succumb to thelure of money and punishthe
innocent. Inthesamemanner Ramawantsthe
king not to be carried away by covetousness
and let off criminals This advice of Rama
reverberates in the wise observation of an
eminent person "Let ahundred criminals
escape but aninnocent person should not be
punished”.
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Our father of the nation Mahatma
Gandhi, wasvery much inspired by Rama's
lifeand had Ramaashisrolemode!.

Rama Rajya is an ideal state par
excellence! Ramaaddressesthe problemsof
his kingdom with deep insight, sound

understanding, with clear and openmind. He
readily offersthe solutions. With theribbon
of stern purpose, and an inspiring
righteousness as hisweapon, Ramaisout to
destroy theevil. Our rulerswould dowell to
set Rama Rajya astheir goal and redliseit
soon.

*k*

BEWARE!

BEWARE!

N.S.Rachakonda*

Old ageisknocking at your door
bringingadongwithitallmentsgaore
Furrows deepen acrosstheforehead
Thecheeksarehollow and sunken........

Thewifelosesher temper for littleor noreason
Your childrenlook at you now
asasupermumerary playerinthegameof life
All eyesare cast on your cheque-book.

But, dlas! Thetearsonyour cheeks--
hardly anyonenotices.

Your body rebelsagainst you
Andtoyouwho hasstruggled dl hislife

to satisfy itsneeds,

It causesannoyanceevery moment

Your soul imprisonedinthebodily cage
strugglesinvaintosetitsdlf free

Beware! My elderly friends,
You should act your best

* Retd Physician, Poet and Trandator
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beforethe curtain drops..
Thisisyour last and only chance

Itisyour turn to scatter far and wide

and giveaway tooneand all

the sweet perfume, thequintessentia essence
churned out and ditilled

fromyour vast and oceanic

experienceof life andletters

Proclaim thetruthsfrom the housetops
without fear or favour.

Millionsof helplessmen and women
Need your tender loving care.
Takethem upinto your arms.

Be abeacon of hopeand

a bulwark of support
Tothoseindistress.

(Telugu Original: Jaagratta Sumee by

Chandu Subba Rao. Abridged from the
origina withtheauthor'spermission.)
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A 95-YEAR-OLD WRITER SHARESA LIFETIME'S WORTH
OF PERSPECTIVE

Conscienceisinborn. It enterswith
our first breath and remainsasaguiding light.
It always pointsto the truth. Heed it. Your
firstinstinct istheright one; beforethemind
bringsitsmotivesof sef-interest. Itisahard
task master; not comfortabletolivewith. Guilt
isitscompanion. Be on guard for motives.
Truedytruism, or acloak for ahidden agenda?
Itisso easy torationaliseone'sdesires.

Like conscience, happinessisinborn.
We spend our lives seeking it, sometimes
sdling our soulsfor thiselusveNirvana. Yet,
unknown, it often entersour lives, itstouch as
light asabuitterfly's. A baby'ssmilebringsforth
ingant joy and aresponsivereaching out. True
friendship warmsthe heart. Treasureit. The
beauty of nature brings a calm soothing
happinessfor thewondersof creation. Above
all, feel thejoy of giving. Givewhenyou see
need, givewithout expectation of return. Give
evenwhen it hurtsand then forget about it.
That isthe hardest part. An gppreciativeword,
a gesture of affection makes life so much
esse.

Renowned philanthropists, like Bill
Gates and Warren Buffet, establish
foundationswhich will continueto manage
their vast wedth for charitiesaround theworld.
Our own House of Tataisashining example.
In a recent interview with Rockefeller
representatives, Ratan Tata mentioned that
4.5 per cent of their incomewent to charities.
Theworld needs more goodness, lessgreed
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and lust for power, which have engulfed our
country inaseacf corruption. Thenext bought
electionisnot the answer. We need to pray
for an Avatar.

Everyonewantsto be happy, yet we
sow the seedsof our own unhappiness. Life's
sharp edges can rub us raw but angry
responsewill solveno problems.

Nurturing grudges islikeingesting
dow poison. It affectsthehedlth, robstheday
of joy and makesfor dreary companionship.
Once we decide to forgive and forget,
suddenly aloadislifted from our shoulders.
L ove entersthe heart and we can be happy
again. Therewill dwaysberegret for thelost
years, but don't let it spoil the present.

Possessions do not buy happiness.
They merdly encouragegreed. Nothingisever
enough. Themindlessconsumerismthat TV
hasbrought into our homeshassetin motion
ahugediscontent. Everybody wantseverything
and they want it now, especially theyoung.
They asoredisethat educationisthekey to
prosperity. For thefirsttimeitisopentoal.
Parentswork over-time, takeon multiplejobs,
and the children show boundlessambition. It
iscommon to beintroduced proudly to "my
M.Com. daughter” or "Engineer son™. Their
self-esteem hassoared. Inasinglegeneration
they havejoined themiddleclass. Wergoice
intherising new India. May they fly far, yet
not forget their roots.
Courtesy: thelnternet
SriAurobindo'sAction - October 2013
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GREAT VALUES OF SMALL THINGS

N. Seetharam bai*

Kamala admires the beauty of our
garden. Sheisall praisefor my mother for
maintaining itinanexcellent condition. My
mother isvery fond of gardening. Shecollects
avariety of flowersand findsaplaceto make
flower bedsand findsaplacefor most of them
inour small garden. Everything inorder, no
haphazard look. | wonder many atime how
shecould manageit. Whenmy friends, or for
that matter any others, praiseher | fed happy.
After two monthsl could enjoy thecool fresh
breeze sitting in our garden on a summer
evening. My sister Shanthi and myself were
too busy preparing for our final examinations.
So we could not think of enjoying the
freshnessof sitting in our garden. Today we
had our last exam. Sowedecided torelax in
our garden. Our friend Kamalastaysinthe
university hostel. She had cometo spend the
night with usbeforeleaving for her nativeplace
tomorrow. My parentsalso joined usinthe
garden. | was happy to spend the evening
together with them after alongtime.

My mood suddenly changed when |
heard somebody opening the gate. | got up
saying "Oh, sowecanno moresit and enjoy
the beauty of nature, somebody hascometo
fetchwater fromour well”. My mother noticed
the disappointment in my tone and assured
mewithasmilethat therewasno need for me

* Social worker of Andhra Mahila Sabha,
Hyderabad, Member, Advisory Committee
of Triveni.
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to leave the garden. | was surprised and
turned back and looked at the gate. | saw
Suseda, our maid, wakingindowly followed
by amiddle aged woman and asmall girl of
about seven years.

"They must be Susedlas mother and
gder” sadmy mother. Mother madeenquiries
about their journey. Thenthey walked into our
backyard. In our backyardwe built asmall
outhousewhere Susedlaand her husband stay.
She worksin our house. Her husband is a
rickshaw puller. Her parentsstay inavillage
near Anantapur. Recently Suseelasfather
passed away. Noticingthe mental agony of
Suseelamy mother advised her to bring her
mother and sister here. She could work asa
domestic help in our neighbour's houseand
assured Suseelathat they could livetogether
inour outhouse. Shewasthrilled to hear my
mother'soffer. Her husband also agreed. So
last week shewent to her native placewith
thehopethat her mother would agreeto come
with her to stay here. Suseelaseemsto have
succeeded in persuading her mother.

Suseelacame out with abucket and
opened thetap. After filling the bucket she
closedit. Thelittlegirl jumped at thesight of
water and gtarted yelling " Oh, somuchweter!"
Shelost notimeto open thetap and started
playing with the water by sprinkling it all
around. Suseela shouted at her and tried to
closethetap, but thegirl wouldn't let her do
s0. | waswatching al thisand looked at my
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mother expecting a shout from her. To my
surprise | saw her observing thegirl witha
smile. Sheasked Suseelanot to scold thegirl
and said "L et her enjoy for awhile. Perhaps
for thefirst timein her life she has seen so
muchwater flowing fredy". | cameout of my
thoughtswhen | heard our neighbor Vimala's
voice "Auntie, can | have two buckets of
water? Today we could not get any water.
After comingfromour officel find only empty
vessels'. "Youtakeasmany bucketsasyou
need my child" said my mother. Vimdafilled
her bucketsand left. Then cametheprocession
of the peoplewith bucketsin thetheir hands.

Our colony isstuated ontheoutskirts
of thecity. About fifteen yearsback whenthe
colony came up it was a calm, quiet and
parsaly populated locality. Most of thehouse
ownersbelong to the middle classand they
built small independent houses. With the
growth of industriesnear our colony, demand
for houseswent upwhichinturnresultedin
theriseinrents. A number of housescameup
including multistoried buildings and the
populationgrew. Asaresult thewater problem
also got aggravated. The civic amenities
couldn't catch up with the increase in
populaioninthecolony. Theweter tank which
was built to cater to the needs of about two
hundred and odd families had to serve the
needsof nearly thousand families. Old wells
werefilledintoextend thebuildingsand there
was ho spacefor borewellstoo.

Asusud locditieswheremiddleclass
familieslive hardly get the attention of the
officials. So no public tapsor common bore
wells. Even supply of water through tankers
totheselocalitiesrecelvetheleast priority.
Besdesthedeficient water supply, thetimings
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of the water supply by the municipal
corporation are also at odd hours and one
canimaginetheplight of familieswhereboth
husband and wife work. Hence they often
have to depend on the goodwill of their
neighbourshaving borewellsfor acouple of
buckets of water causing inconvenienceto
them. Some of the owners are reluctant to
obligethem.

My father anticipated theproblemand
hedidn't closethewell whichwasdug at the
time of the house construction. On the other
hand heincreaseditsdepth andfitted it witha
motor for drawing the water. So we hardly
facewater scarcity. Our neighboursknow that
my mother is generous in allowing the
neighboursto carry water from our borewell
and never shesays'no' to any onefor taking
water. Somany familiesinour sreet and others
cometo our houseto fetch afew buckets of
water.

On hearing thisstory Kamalastarted
appreciating my mother'shel pful natureand
showered praiseson her. My sister Shanthi
interrupted her and reminded metheneed to
attend immediately to tidy our room and the
house. We had invited our friendsfor lunch
next morning, asort of farewell lunchwithal
our university friends.

Tidyingtheroomisajob, especialy
after neglectingit for about two months. Dust
got accumulated. Cleaning the show case,
flower vasesand theliketakesalot of time.
Shanti garted deaningusngtgpwater. Kamda
was startled when she heard my mother's
voice shouting at Shanthi and ordered her to
closethetap. 'Oh momisaround. | thought
sheisin her bed room. Sheisredly obsessed

JAN. - MAR. 2014



36

with the idea of wastage of water'.
Grumblingly Shanthi closed thetap.

Kamaawastaken aback.'How come
Aunty could beso stingy withtheuseof water.
Only intheevening | witnessed her generosity
inletting thegirl play with water or allowing
neighboursto carry water'. | could read the
mind of Shanti though shedid not expressit .
Again| hadto give her an explanation.

My mother isnot worried about the
money involved either inthe payment of water
or dectricity bills. Basically sheisagainst the
ideaof wasting water. Sheisagainst running
the tap continuoudly just for the sake of

convenience. | couldrealizethetruthin her
argumentsonly acoupleof yearsback when
the peoplein our locality started facing the
water shortage. Now | fully agreewith my
mother's opinion without any reservation
though at timesitisa bit uncomfortable.

My explanation seemed to havesome
positive effect on Kamala. 'How fine are
auntie'sideas! If only al of uslearntopay a
little more attention to such small details,
perhapslife could becomealot better for al
of us. Let usquenchour thirst, but let usalso
give othersan opportunity to quenchtheirs
was her reaction.

***

PROGENY

K. Tiwari*

Marriagesthough aremadein heavens,
Delicateitisof dl relations,
Thethreadissothinand feeble,

That any moment to break it isliable.
Vowseven though aremade

before sacredfire,

Tolivetogether uptothefunera pyre,
Many apair departspierced inwrath,
Suffer they for whichuntil their last breath
Hisarrival avertsevery bickering,
Hisglittering eyeskindlethelamp glimmering,
Hissweet smiles strengthen weak bondage,

* English Lecturer, Narsapur
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That wasmadein the name of marriage.
Now thereisno tug of war,

Nor thereisany cold war,

Thepast dwindlesat distance,

The present perfumesin fragrance.

In hiscrying our copioustearsare swept,
Inhiscrawling our bitter brawlingisburnt,
Ashedumbers,

thelifeladder highweclamber,
Ashegammers, hugeto earnwedtrive harder.
Beblessed | et every couplewith aprogeny,
Removesheall depressionsand agony,
Enter home of gaiety, we, through hisgate,
Purchasewe can't precious progeny

at any rate
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KHAJURAHO
THE TEMPLES OF THE PAST AND THE PRESENT

Bhavana. S. Chary*

One finds short of words and
expressions to depict the picturesque
sculpturesof "Khguraho™, theonly oneof its
unique kind representing temples blending
India's past heritage sitesand glory withthe
presen theme of moods and nuances
projecting love, passion, desire, joy, etc.,
whichbringsit nearer towardsthenew, brave
and bold generation than just being arelic of
the past.

Though some orthodox critics and
fanaticstake objectionto thismarvel ouspiece
of architecture, grandeur and beauty as
carrying anegative notion by capturing the
erotic and passionate scenes of gods,
goddesses and apsaras, it is certainly
obnoxious to attribute such feelings and
moodsto the archival splendour of the past
that connectsto the present.

Thisheritagesteisan extraordinary
combination of the reign and glory of the
Chandela Rajput dynasty on one hand, and
theartistry and carvingsof many craftsmen
with their exquisite breadth of vision and

forethought.

TheKhguraho Templeswerebuiltin
the short span of ahundred years- from 950
- 1050A.D. Of the 85 original temples, 22

* \Writer, Satna, Bihar
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have survived ill today to constitute one of
the world's great artistic wonders. It goes
without saying that it providesambienceand
abackground, and naturd settingsfor thepose
and poi se of enchanting danseuse, aspart of
each of thetraditiona formsof Indian dance.

History: TheCreatorsof Khguraho clamed
descent fromthemoon andthelegend behind
these fascinating temples runs thus-
Hemavathi, thelovely young daughter of a
Brahmin priest, was seduced by the moon -
god whilebathinginaforest pool. Thechild
born of this union was Chandra Varman,
founder of the Chandeladynasty. Brought
up intheforests by his mother who sought
refuge from a censorious society,
ChandraVarman madethissuccessful attempt
to portray the human passions, desiresof the
human mind by trying to gratify the sensual
outlook which took shape in the form of
intricate art and erotic figures and poses by
freezing in stonethese elementsof the past
for future generationsto see.

With the decline of the Chandela
Rajputs, thetempleslay forgotten for many
centuries, inthemidst of encroaching forests,
avictimtotheravagesof nature. Rediscovered
only inthiscentury, thetemplesof Khgjuraho
testify toapast glory.

Description of the Theme: Thetemplesof

Khajuraho bear astrong resemblanceto the
Odissi architecturefrom the north - East to
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thetemplesof Nepa onthenorthernfrontier.
The Pagoda - type gopurams representing
thetop of each oneof theindividua groupsof
temple constructions and the material sused
by the craftsmen of granite rock and
sandstonemakeit comparablewiththeabove
sad Indianterritoriesbel onging to our country.

Also, most of thedance performances
andtheKhguraho dancefestival ssemtotake
acuefromtheOdiss dancelifestyleand dso
the Kathak form of dancerecital.

Threegeographica divisonsgroupthe
temple- western, eastern and southern.

| .Western Group:

KandariyaM ahadeo : Thelargest and most
typica Khgjurahotemple, it soars31m. high.
Dedicated to Shiva, the Sanctum Sanctorum
enshrinesaLingam, particularly noteworthy
being theentrancearch, thecellingsand pillars,
accompanied by carved celestia maidensand
lovers.

Chaunsat Yogini : Theonly granitetemple
and theearliest surviving shrine of thegroup
(900A.D), isdedicated to Kali. Only 35 of
theoriginal 65 shrinesremain.

Chitragupta Temple: Facing eastwardsto
therising Sun, thetempleis dedicatedtothe
Sungod Surya, driving ahorse- drawn chariot.
The scenesdepict royal processions, hunting
scenes, group dancers, etc., reflecting the
lavishlifestyle, chivalry and bravado of the
ChandelaCourts.

Vishwanath Temple : It is similar to the
Kashi Vishwanath temple of the North.

TRIVENI

However, thisisthe only templeenshrining
thethree- headed image of Brahma, theonly
templeworshipping him asadeity, duetoa
curseby asage, Brigu Maharshi. So, theidol
of Brahmaisenshrined only intheVishwanth
temple of Khauraho, and nowhere else
meaking thesite, theonly oneof itskind, for its
uniguenessand creativity. Theapproachis
equally impressive, with lionsflanking the
northern and e ephantsthe southern stepsthat
lead uptoit. A Nandi facesthe shrine.

Lakshmana Temple: This Vaishnavite
templeshowsthetrinity of Brahma,Vishnuand
Shivawith Lakshmi,Vishnu'sconsort. It hasa
three headed idol of Vishnu'sincarnations,
Narasmhaand Varaha

Matangeshwara Temple: The temple is
dedicated to Shiva, having an eight feet tall
Lingam, outsidethe precinctsof thewestern

group.
[1. Eastern Group of Temples:

Par swamath Temple: Thegroup'slargest
Jain temple, the scul ptures on the northern
outer wall are particularly noteworthy. The
imageswere installedin 1860.

Ghantai Temple: This Jain temple has a
frieze which depicts the 16 dreams of
Mahaviras mother, and aJain goddesson a
winged Garuda

Adinath Temple: Dedicated tothe Jainsaint,
Adinath, thetempleislavishly andlaborioudy
embellished, including Yakshis.

ThethreeHindu templesof thegroup
are the Brahma, containing a four - faced
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Lingam, the Vamana and the Javari, witha
richly carved gateway.

[11. Southern Group:

Duladeo Temple: Dedicated to Shiva. The
gpsaraand ornamentd figuresarethetemple's
most striking features.

Chaturbhuj Temple: This temple has a
massive, intricately carvedimageof Vishnuin
the sanctum.

TheOther excursion sitesin and around
thetemplecomplex of Khajuraho:

PannaNational Park: 32 Km. away anda
mere 30 - minute drive from Khguraho,
Spreadsdong theriver ken. Thejunglestoday
harbour many speciesof wildlife. Thetiger can
beglimpsed here, with other rare speciessuch
asthepanther, wolf and gharid. Herdsof blue-
bull, chinkaraand sambar areacommon sight.
On the road to Panna are the spectacular
Pandav Falls. Other worth seeing placesin
the periphery areBenisagar Dam, Raneh Fdls
and Ranguan lake, Rajgarh Palace and
Dhubela Museum. Further away, is the
Bandavgarh National Park, and thetranquil
Chitrakoot.
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Another thrilling featurethat comesto
light, after avisit arethevariety of shopsat
the destination, selling several mementoes,
motifs, hawkerscarrying picture- post cards
of the temple of Khajuraho, glass works,
handicrafts, Jewellery madeout of anumber
of semi - precious stones, brocades, which
make the spent moments there really
memorable and aso the visit valuable and

Spectacular.

TheTourist site of Khajuraho, with
its Charming Bazaar, enticing temple
architectureand the pleasant folk, inhabiting
theplace, makeittheKashmir of Centrd India

Thedhabas, innsand lodgesprovide
delectable and deliciousfood including dal
tadka, spicy paneer sabjis, aalu paranthas,
raita, salad, chhole- bhature, and many more
mouth - watering dishesto attract tourists.

Khgurahoiseasily accessbleby Air,
rail and roadways.

After a panoramic kaleidoscope of
theview of the place, onecannot Smply resist
the temptation to make Khagjuraho your next
holiday destination.

***

Here' stothe crazy ones— the misfits, therebel s, the troublemakers, the round pegsin the
sguare holes. The oneswho seethingsdifferently — they’ renot fond of rules. You can quote
them, disagreewiththem, glorify or vilify them, but theonly thing you can’t doisignorethem
becausethey changethings. They push the human raceforward, and while somemay see
them asthe crazy ones, we see genius, because the oneswho are crazy enough to think that
they can changetheworld, arethe oneswho do

TRIVENI
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A TRIPTO ICELAND

Anu Nadimpalli*

It waseleven at night and still sunny
outsde. Therewewere, dl doneinthemiddle
of nowhere, inlceland. It was so windy that
our midsizerental car, our only shelter from
the elements, was shaking violently. Before
uslay the vast and majestic expanse of the
Arctic Ocean. Aswe sat there on top of the
cliff, contemplating the awesome nature
around us, we heard some odd screeching
sounds. Were uctantly |eft thewarm comfort
of our car to seewhat it was. Looking up,
we saw a couple of seagulls being tossed
around by thewind, shrieking loudly. Oneof
them, unableto control itsflight, almost hit
us. Wewere so overwhelmed by the moment
that the thought of getting back inside the
relaivesafety of our car didn't crossour minds
aal.

These and many such moments
marked our travels across this wondrous
North European country. Inthe courseof a
week, we encountered lush greenery, fiery
geysers, and dramaticaly abundant waterfals
adongsdeglaciers.

Thebest way to makethemost of a
vigttolcdandwithout feding rushedistorent
acar andtodrivearound theidand fromone
town to another, spending each night in a
different town. Theroad youwould liketo
take is the Ring Road or Highway 1. We
started at the capital, Reykjavik, located on

* Photo Journalist & writer, New Delhi
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the southwest part of theisland, and drove
eastward. Sdf-drivetour packageslike Touris
are agreat starting point. We were able to
tweak the package provided by Touris to
includeour maininterest: Dettifoss, thebiggest
waterfall in Europe in terms of volume.
L ocated inthe Vatngjokull National Park, this
waterfal (‘foss inlceandic), ultimately fals
into the Jokulsarglijufur canyon.

Asyoudrivearound the country, you
will noticethat atypical town hereisagroup
of five, fifteen or twenty houseswiththetallest
building usudly achurchwith asteepleonit.
They wouldtypically belocatedinthevaleys
surrounded by beautiful mountains. And you
cansee"drings' of waterfdlsflowingfromthe
mountain topsall theway down to many of
theseremotetowns. Infact one can seethese
towns from miles away. Iceland provides
many wonderful opportunitiesfor thosewho
want to stop and feast their eyes on the
overwhel ming abundance of natural scenery.

Having said that, Iceland isavery
tourist friendly country. The cafes and
restaurants were more than ready to
accommodate our 'No meat', 'No fish' and
'‘No egg' diets. All | had to do was to ask
themvery nicely, in English, if they would
make something outside of themenu and they
were willing to oblige. And for the more
adventurousthereistheHakarl. Pronounced
haukhadl, which is Icelandic for shark, a
unique dish. And hey, the amazing sights
around theisland makeit easy to do that.
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| especially remember thisone day.
Asweweretraversing the only highway of
the country, we had thiseeriefedling that we
were being watched. Not by someone, but
by asilent giant, onethat hasliterally beenon
the move now for morethan amillionyears.
It wasthemgestic Breidamerkurjokull glacier

Whileit can get pretty cold evenin
June, summer isthe best timetovisit, mainly
because of the 24-hour daylight youwill have
at your disposal. And don't forget to pack a
picnic lunch, park anywhere and get afront
seat view of natura splendour at itsbest. You
can choose between the"" Eldhraun Lava
Feds thebeautiful rainbowsover theGullfoss
(pronounced Gutlfoss) waterfall that appear
and disappear every few minutesdepending
on the time of day and the weather,
jokulsarlon glacier lagoon, whichisamust-
see mainly because unfortunately, it is
receding & argpid pacedueto globd warming,
whiledtill retaining its spectacular beauty and
the Great |celand Geyser.

While being avegetarian certainly
presents a bit of a challenge in Europe,
eggetarianswill be glad to know they should
beableto managejust fineinlceland: ablige.
And for the more adventurous thereisa
Hakarl. Pronounced haukhadl, whichis
Icelandicfor shark.
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Speaking of smdlls, theonething that
literdly hit usthemoment welandedinlceand
isthestrong smell of sulphur.

Asfor the health and safety issues
regarding smellingthisover extended period
of time, the 300,000 inhabitants of Iceland
will heppily vouchfor itssafety. Thebest thing
istotry and forget about it assoon it moves
now for morethanamillionyears. It wasthe
majestic Breidamerkurjokull glacier. This
magnificent and peaceful ocean of ice-was
guiding usthrough twistsand turnsuntil we
reached theaweingpiringlokulsarlon glacier
lagoon.

Cometo think of it, thisiswhy we
travel . Sothat wemay push our comfort zones
justalittlebit more. Sowecanforceourselves
to learn smatterings of foreign customsand
languagesand get smileswhenwetry to useit
onthelocals. So that we may bethereinthe
moment when|ooking upon natureéswondrous
majesty inaplacelikelceland. And so that
wemay later sharethat with anyonewho cares
tolisten, hopefully inspiring them to head to
| celand'swindy expanses, too.

Courtesy: Indian Express

*k*

“Knowing othersisintelligence; knowing yoursdf istruewisdom. Mastering othersisstrength;
mastering yoursalf istrue power. If you redlize that you have enough, you aretruly rich.”
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-- Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching
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COLONIALISM, CULTURAL DIFFERENCES AND
WESTERN EDUCATION IN CHRISTINA AMA ATA AIDOO'S
OUR SISTER KILLJOY

Dr. Aadi Ramesh Babu*

Christina Ama Ata Aidoo is a
Ghanaian novelist, poet, playwright and short
story writer. Shewasborninasmdl villagein
Ghana's central Fanti-speaking region in
1942. Shewasinfluenced by her father alot.
Attheageof 15, she decided that shewanted
tobeawriter. Sheremembers. ... ateacher
had asked me what | wanted to do for a
career, and without knowing why or evenhow
| replied that | wanted to be a poet. About
four yearslater | wonashort story competition
but learned about it only when | opened the
newspaper that had organized it, and saw the
story had been published onits centre pages
and realized the name of the author of that
story in print was mine. | believe these
moments were crucial for me because ... |
had articulated a dream... it was a major
affirmationfor measawriter, to seemy name
in print." Her grandfather who was also a
politicianwaskilled by the British. Dueto her
father's position, she grew up in a royal
householdwith acdlear senseof African culture
and tradition. As she was interested in
literature, she studied literature at the
University of Ghanaand becameauniversity
lecturer. Shetaught Englishliteraturetherefrom
1970 to 1983. At that time, British people
thought that therewasno proper literaturein

* Senior Lecturer in English, Government
Degree College, Jammikunta, AP, India
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Africa. The African people have only ora
literaturein preindependence. Meanwhile
African literature has emerged in the post
independence period.

Aidoo'sworks examine the gender
discrimination, racia discrimination, politica,
cultural and intergenerational conflictsthat
African men and women are forced to
confront inthemodernworld. Renowned for
her candid creative competence, she
interrogatesdaring issues, both historical and
contemporary, facingAfricaasacontinent and
Africansasapeople. Her firgt published work
of proseis, No SweetnessHer . It consists of
eleven short storiesthat highlightsher anxiety
withfeministissues. All the storiesfocuson
tragic topics such as sexism, degradation,
feminineadolescence, and humanist values,
Itisconcerned with Westerninfluencesonthe
role of women and on the individua in a
communa society. Aidoo regectstheargument
that Western education emancipatesAfrican
women. Shearguesthat educationruinedthe
local people. She explainsthat the colonial
education spoiled their local culture and
tradition and further exposed expl oitation of
women who, as unacknowledged heads of
households when war or unemployment
leavesthem husbandless, must support their
children alone. Everything Countsand For
WhomThings Did Not Changeare primarily
centered on theimpact of modernization on
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both rural and urban women, while TheLate
Bud exploresbudding girlhood and theidentity
crissemanating fromgrowingup asafemde
inasexist environment. Most of her stories
focuson therole of women in the process of
changeandther positionin Ghana. Her idea
is to expose the problems in traditional
Ghanaian society, combined with her
commentarieson pan-Africanism.

Aidoo'sfirst novel Our Sster Killjoy
or Reflectionsfroma Black-Eyed Squint is
mixed with traditional prose, poetry and
passageswhich arewrittenin the epistolary
form. It is one of the important epistolary
novels in Ghana. This novel explores
differences between African and European
cultures, andthepsychologica impact of post-
colonidismonwomen. Her next work did not
release for eight years because of the
oppressive political regimein Ghanaat the
time, which was characterized by military
brutaity and theindiscriminatei mprisonment
of Ghandsintdligentsa.

Aidoo'smost popular and powerful
novel is Our Sster Killjoy. The novel is
dividedinto four parts. The novel revolves
around themes of black diaspora and
colonialism. The novelist focuses on
colonialism and neo-colonialism. The
protagonist of thenove isSisse, ayoung girl,
who emigrates from her home of Africato
Europe. She is innocent and not insecure
about difficult questions of race, and sheis
fairly adventurous, in contrast to most of the
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other foreignerssheisgrouped together with
others. Sissie comesto Europeto get good
European education but sheisexploited by
thelr culture and tradition. Shewas changed
by the European culture. She finally
understandswhat she haslost.

Sissieinthenovel represents black
people. Sheisasymbol of thevictimsof Black
Africain Europewho aretryingtoforget their
past. Shewill continueto uplift her nationand
help them because sheknowsthat they need
her aswell asfor theoneswho aretryingto
forget themotherland. Aidoo criticizestheway
Africansareviewed Smply asameanstoward
economic exploitation and domination. They
are till ready to be exploited in the post
independent African countries. Shewarnsthe
Africansto be careful from the settlersand
European people who are cunning and
chesters.

When Sissievisits England, sheis
surprised to seethe African peoplewith no
proper clothes and food, sleeping on the
roadside paths. She finds educated people
a so had becomevagabondsdueto not having
work. Becauseof colonidism, Africansdo not
get proper education. Thewestern education
which talks of Christianity rather than
knowledge is called the best education in
Africa. Africans find cultural differences
between western education and local
education. Thecolonid rulesand themesdill
exist inAfrica, so the common peopledo not
protest against it.

*k*

“By three methodswe may |earn wisdom: First, by reflection, whichisnoblest; Second, by
imitation, whichiseasiest; and third by experience, whichisthebitterest.” -- Confucius

TRIVENI
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AUDIT

Elanaaga (Dr.N.Surendra)*

Theaudit party came. Our boss had
fever. He called the superintendent, cashier
and head clerk and said, "Take careof audit
people. Providewhatever they want. Ensure
that thereisno shortfall in serviceyou offer.
Since there are no good restaurantsin this
town, | will get thefood prepared for themin
my house."

But the members of the audit party
areinflexible. They are not the kind to be
amenableto such measures. They got all the
recordslikeaccount books, ledgers, journals
and daily booksproduced beforethem. They
scrutinized each entry madeinthoserecords.
They demanded that vouchers be produced.
They inquired whether tenderswere called
prior to awarding contracts. They questioned
as to why the lowest quotations were not
accepted. They asked usto bring our boss.
They objected to the retention of accountants
who had no knowledge of accountancy and
the cashierswho had not known additionsand
subtractions. They wondered how the
bal ances of somebookswere'tallying' with
other books despite so many errors.

After acareful scrutiny, they found
that the money present in the cash box was
not tallying with the balance shown in the
book. They could not make out what
procedure was adopted in sanctioning loans
to various people. When vouchers and

* Writer and trand ator, Hyderabad
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applications are not traceable, how can
anybody know whichisareal account and
whichisafakeone?No entries pertaining to
the paymentsof instalIments could befound
in the registers due to which, money was
missng.

They checked and rechecked all the
records for three days and confirmed that
mi sappropriation had taken place.

We looked after the audit party
membersvery well by providing whatever
they wanted. They were pampered likethe
kin of a bridegroom. All their wishes and
demandswerefulfilled. But then one could
not find fault with theauditorstoo. They never
complained that there was a deficit in the
comfortsprovided to them.

It wasthelast day of theaudit. The
auditors showed their report to the bossand
asked hisexplanation. Thebossalmost |ost
hismental stability, stood with folded hands
andfell at thefeet of the head auditor. He
aso agreed that hewas at fault. He asked for
pardon and assured that hewould not repeat
suchmisgppropriationinfuture. "I havemany
daughterstobemarried off" hesaid pleadingly.
Offering a bundle of notes to him, he
requested not to punish him.

Thehead auditor glanced disgustedly,
laughed angrily and talked scornfully.
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"Don't talk anymore. What should |
doif youdon't understand what | am saying?
Do theentriesin therecords changejust by
giving memoney?Why doyoutak asif you
aretheonly personinthecountry indulgingin
misappropriation? Who are we? We are
auditors. We check the accounts. What we
wantiscorrect accounts. Thefundsareyours.
You can usethem asyou want. But we need
the accounts to be shown correctly in the
records. Learn to writethem with smartness.
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extending our stay herefor another two days.
Meanwhile you must get all the accounts
amended. Got it?" The head auditor
thundered.

Like Pandavasbowing downinfront
of Lord Krishna, our boss knelt before the
head auditor with gratitude, piety and
obedience.

(Telugu original by Muktavaram

Do you want us to teach that also? We are  Parthasarathy)

TWO POLES

O.P. Arora*

Mother'swails from over the bleeding body of hisbrother
heart-rending tales her shriekspiercing hisheart
they torethe skies
godstoo were shattered by her cries... Don't becrud, how can| livewithout him
Thecrowd heard her heart Thecrowd, sympathizing with her,

clicked or sighed
felt her loss, touched asshegrieved.

Her son, the blooming youth

mangled by themaniac driver, uncouth

mad rush, mad traffic, mad people
insengitivedrivers, corrupt system,

they lamented...

The crowd swelled as she swooned and cried
her handsrisking thewrath of the skies...

Theelder brother, sadand grim
pushed asidethewailing mother

* Poet, New Delhi
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cadigatedhim
reprimanded him, denounced him...

Unmindful, infull control of hismind
hehailed ataxi, tempted thedriver

put hisbrother intoit, hismother too
directed himto the nearest hospital ..

Disgusted with hismeti culous management
the crowd passed thejudgment:

What acallousand unfedling person!

Not atear!

No, certainly nolovefor hisbrother
wantsto swalow everything, thesoleowner...
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DESTINY

Dr. Lakshman Palsikar*

Unchallengeable destiny overrides
everybody - including Gods & Goddesses-
but the unfortunate finds that it cannot be
reveded by itsdlf at any giventime, asthefact
lies in its endurance without any kind of
grumbling asitisfutileandworth nothing. Once
my co-traveler wanted to catch atrain bound
for Warangal and tried to catch it at
Kachigudarailway station, but missedit. In
order to catch it he asked his car driver to
follow thetrain and my friend caught it at
Jangaon railway station. Unfortunately, the
traindashed againgt adtationary trainand my
friend died inthe accident. It wasashock to
measheleft meabruptly. Thusone'sdestiny
playsavita roleat times.

Ravana, the great king of Lanka,
succeeded in getting the Atmalinga(Soul)
from the Three Eyed God, Bhola Shankar,
onwhich the other Gods became concerned
over hisact but were hopelessasL ord Shiva
agreed to part with hissoul (AtmaLinga).
Shiva laid oneconditionto Ravanathat the
Lingashould not be placed on theground or
elseit would loseits power and becomesa
mere stone. Ravanaagreed to the condition
but could not control himsalf fromthecall of
natureon hisway. Just then Vishnu appeared
intheform of aboy (Kumaraswami) whom
Ravanaasked to hold theAtmaLingafor a
while. Kumaraswami agreed on onecondition
that the king should return before the

* Retired Principal, Hyderabad
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countdown from 10 to 1, else it would be
placed ontheground. Degtiny playeditsgame.
King Ravanacould not finish nature’'scall in
thegiventimeand Kumaraswami placed the
AtmaLingaontheground and disappeared.
Thus, Ravanafailed in hisattempt and lost
the Lingawhich he had gained by pleasing
Lord Siva

Sameisthecaseof Sri Ramainthe
forest. Sitasaw the golden deer intheforest
and asked Ramato get it for her. Although
Rama was hesitant, Sita pleaded so
appealingly that hewas compelled to catch
the golden deer. He asked his brother
Lakshmana to take care of Sita. After
sometimeMaricha(intheguiseof theGolden
Deer) mimicked thevoiceof Ramaand cried
'‘Ah Lakshmana'. When Lakshmana
overlooked it because he was confident that
nothing would happen to his brother , Sita
scolded him that her beauty was more
important to him than the precious life of
Rama. Such insulting words disturbed
Lakshmanaand hedrew alinebeforethe hut
and asked her not to crossit. Ravanacame
intheguiseof aSanyas and kidnapped Sita.
Hence, the"Unpredictable Destiny” playsa
powerful rolein one'slifewherethereisno
way except tobow toit.

Destiny's ways are entirely
unpredictable, hence, sometimesahopeless
situation can be changed into ahopeful one
and one need not be discouraged by losing
one'sheartinadifficult Stuation.
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Inorder to support thisview | would
liketo narrate the story of the cap-merchant
who was going by cycleto sell hiscapsto
make money, going from one village to
ancther. Ontheway hefdt thirsty and thought
of havingadipinthe pondwhen heentered
thepond, hesaw agroup of monkeys taking
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the capsand dancing on atree. In adejected
mood hethrew hiscap ontheground. The
monkeyssaw himthrowing down hiscap and
threw the capson theground imitating his
action. Thepoor fellow gathered the capsand
|eft the place without second thought.

*k*

| HAVE NOTHING TO SAY

| .K Sharma*

They aredll taken away,

my tall and sturdy pals,

beneath whose brancheswe played,
cop, thief, and ball.

They aredll taken away,
the placeissad and dumb,
no godsdwell therenow,
only ghosily hum.

* Poet, Jaipur

They dl havegoneaway,
who sang on swinging boughs,
no feather of asong | hear,
only stepsof scary toes.

They aredll taken away.
They dl havegoneaway.
Nowordfalsliketherain.
| have nothing to say.

NATURE'S FURY
Dr.R.M.V. Raghavendra Rao*

Alas! The Sandy and itstwin-sister Neglam,
Different continents, but Natureisthe same.
There cametheondaught of thedeluge,
Human beingsplunged in darkness

without refuge.

Right or left for daysthe Sun had no motion,
Innightmaresall theworldwasa
sky-kissing ocean.

"Thedeath firesdanced at night,

* Camp: Houston, USA.
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Thewater burnt green, black and white".
Noword of enquiry would reach arelation,
M odern technology uprootedin
Nature'scommotion.

Breathlesdy with tear-filmed eyes

weread in the papers,

Searching for our friendsinthe

crumbling skyscrapers.

Doestheeon of evil and afew men'ssin
Necessarily taketoll of evenvirtue'skin!
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WINSTON CHURCHILL

- HISVIEWS AND WAY S

N.S.N. Murthy*

Besidesbeing famousasone of the
greatest Wartime statesmen and leaders of the
world, Wingon Churchill wasasowd| known
for hisgift of great oratory and devastating
repartee.

Hewasundoubtedly indomitableand
heroic. When Germany declared war on
English and during 2 world war, the latter
was not at al prepared and very much ill
equipped to face the Nazi threat. But,
Churchill, asprimeminister, put abravefront
and awoke and enthused the English people
with his bold and patriotic statements and
messages, one such being "Weshall fightin
the streets, we shall fight inthelanes, shall
fight inthe houses, we shall fightinair, we
ghall fight onthe seabut wewill not surrender
toHitler."

For thepivotd andvdiant roleplayed
by theRoyal Air Forceinthwarting German
Air attacks, hepaid avery deservingandrich
tributeto the pilots of RAF with the words
'Never beforeintheHistory of human conflict
so many had ever owed so muchto sofew'.

Churchill had little respect for India
andfor itsleaders. He detested the very idea
of Indiabeing independent. Onthe question
of granting independence to India, as the
PrimeMinigter of UK during Il world war, he
observed "l have not becomehisMagjesty's

* General Manager, BHEL (Retd.), Hyderabad
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first Minister to preside over theliquidation
of the British Empire".

Churchill's primitiveloveof imperid
glory iswel known. Hewasof firmconviction
that the people of Indiadwelt in peace for
generations under the broad tolerant and
imperial rule of British Crown. In his
consdered opinion Indianswerenct fittorule
themselves. After theend of World War-11 it
becameclear that the Britishrulers exit could
not be delayed any further and that Great
Britain was forced to concede the Indian
demand for independence under the Prime
Ministership of Clement Atlee. Churchill,
having been out of power, hisconservative
party having been defeated in the post war
Genera Elections, warned Indiansof serious
consequencesoncethe UNION JACK was
lowered at the Government house and
sympathized that from withdrawing from
India, the Crown 'isthrowing Indiansoneach
other with theferocity of cannibals. Churchill
had littlerespect for Indiaand for itsleaders.
Hisoft repeated statement that the Britishwere
transferring power to "men of straw whose
tracewill not remain after afew years' isan
example of theimperial and biased mindset
of this, otherwise, great Englishman.

InAugust, 1946 hemade astatement
on Indiato the effect that the jewel in the
Crown of England would becomean anarchy
inlessthan 50 years. His prophesy hasbeen,
of course, proved to bewrong by History.

JAN.-MAR. 2014



At the time of passing of Indian
Independencehill inthe House of Commons,
Sir Winston Churchill emphatically said the
following about Indiaof the future and the
future of Indians, "Power will passinto the
hands of rascal's, rouges and freebooters, not
a bottle of water or a loaf of bread shall
escapetaxation, only theair will befreeand
theblood of these hungry millionswill beon
the head of Atlee. They will fight among
themsalvesand Indiawill belostin political
sguabbles.” Present day conditionsinIndia,
no doubt, unfortunately lend some credence
to some of the prophetic observations of
Churchill onIndia

Wington Churchill hadlittlerespect for
MahatmaGandhi. At atimewhen almost the
whole world venerated Ganhiji, he neither
cared for Mahatma ssimpleway lifenor for
hisdoctrinesof truth and non-violence. When
MahatmaGandhi wasin Londonto attend the
2nd round table conference Churchill was
asked by press correspondentswhether he
would liketo meet Gandhiji. Hereplied with
abhorrence "l do not want to see that half
naked Fakir".

On his 75" anniversary someone
asked Churchill if hehad any fear of death, he
replied "I am ready to meet my Maker.
Whether my Maker isprepared for theordesl
of meeting meisanother matter”.

During the crucial period of the
Second World War, thebigthreemet a Yalta.
Oneday early morning President Roosevelt
wanted to meat PrimeMinister Churchill done
and walked into Churchill'shotel room. To
the President's surprise hefound Churchill
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standing stark naked in his room and the
President bolted back. Churchill shouted
"Comeon President. The PrimeMinister of
UK hasnothing to hidefrom the President of
theUSA".

Winston Churchill affectionately
called the 'O1d bull dog' by some of his
cronies, was popular for hisready wit ashe
wasfor hiswisdom and ablestatesmanshipin
war.

OnavigttoAmerica asayoung man,
Churchill sported a moustache and hewas
accosted by alady who said " Mr. Churchill, |
donot like- oneisyour new politicsand the
other your moustache”. "Well! Youwill not
comeinto contact witheither”, chuckledthe
young man, eyes twinkling, as the
embarrassed |ady moved away.

Churchill and Bernard Shaw were
great people in their own way. But both
despised each other. But, these two great
sonsof U.K. would not let any opportunity to
insult and humiliate each other. Bernard Shaw
once sent to Churchill two complimentary
ticketsfor thefirst night of hisplay " Joan of
Arc" withtheremark "oneticket for youto
see my play and other for afriend - if you
haveone". Churchill returned thetickets. He
regretted hisinahility toattend theopening night
and requested Shaw to send him thetickets
for thesecond might 'if you have oné'.

Churchill, likeabull dogwith  his
short stature, looked stout and bulk. Onthe
other hand, Shaw had avery thin and weak
physique. Hewastall and lanky.

Once Churchill saidto Bernard Shaw
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"Onseaing you peoplewill think that England
isfacing avery severefamine’. Tothat Shaw
reedily replied" on seeing you peoplewill think
that you arethe cause of that famine" .

Once Churchill whilespeskinginthe
House of Commonssaid 'half the Parliament
members are donkeys'. The members got
angry and looked upset. Then Churchill
modified his statement saying “half the
Parliament membersarenot donkeys'. This
pacified theangry members.

Winston Churchill was perhapsthe
world'sgreatest taker, but unquestionably the
worst listener. In the House of Commons,
whilelistening to amember of opposition he
began to shakehishead and got moreattention
than themember, who ungbleto control himsdlf
aimed aforefinger at Churchill and finally
screamed "I wishtoremind my right Hon'ble
friend that | am only expressing my own
opinion” Impishly looking up Churchill replied
-"And | wishto remind themember that | am
only shaking my own head".

During one of his speeches in
Parliament, Churchill furioudy remarked " This
isthekind of nonsensel will not put up with".
When amember of the oppositionraised an
objection to hisuse of apreposition at the
end of thesentence, Churchill shotback "This
isthekind of nonsense, upwithwhich | will
not put".

Chruchill was once asked at press
meet asto what specid qualities areneeded
for an aspiring youth to become asuccessful
statesman. With a solemn look on hisface
Churchill replied that aprospective statesman
must be capabl e of envisaging with certainty

TRIVENI

the possibilities of national and international
politica eventsand intrigueswell in advance.
But he hastened to add that if and when an
event or two run contrary to expectations, the
statesman should be capabl e of explaining
convincingly why hisprediction went wrong.

OnceLady Astor saidto Winston, if
you were my husband | should flavour your
coffeewith poison. Churchill - 'Madam, If |
wereyour husband, | should drink it".

Churchill, when he was Prime
Minister of U.K., wasinvited to bethe Chief
Guest on an occasion. The gentleman who
presided took alongtimeto ddiver hisspeech
who, no doubt, bored the audience and Mr.
Churchill. After hisspeechthe Presdent said
"Now Mr. Churchill will givehisaddress'.
Churchill got upandsaid "No. 10 Downing
Street" and sat down.

According to Churchill a true
politicianisonewho could colourfully describe
what hewould dointheevent of winning his
€lection and after successconvincethepeople
with ease why he could not achievewhat he
promised.

Any signs of Winston Churchill's
future greatness were conspicuous by their
absenceinhischildhood. Thebull dogwarrior
Churchill wasaregular visitor to the caning
room in his school. He was then not a
particularly bright spark. In fact, his
associ ative sentimentswere so intense asto
makehimrevel inbeingleft behindintheold
form whilehisclassmates, moved ontothe
next one. But Churchill iscongderedimmorta
asastatesman, orator, historian, writer, war
correspondent et al. The secret was very
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simple. Unlike students who preferred to
vegetate in the sameform, Churchill found
opportunity to develop and build up hisroots.
Inhisownwords"As| remainedinthethird
form threetimesaslong asanybody else, |
had threetimesasmuch of it. Thus| got into
my bones theessential”.

Popular notion hasit that greatness
and perfection aretwin brothers. Not exactly.
Themorefameaman hasachieved themore
flawshe hasacquired. Asthe saying goes "It
istheprerogative of only great mento have
defects'.

Winston Churchill, one of the most
resplendent statesman of the century, wasaso
aNobel Laureatefor literature, sohehad an
exalted opinion of himself and hisliterary
attainment. Once the fourteen year old
grandson of Churchill told himthat hisclass
was studying Churchill'sHistory of English
speaking people. "Someof usaregoing to
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writetohimaletter” said theboy. "l am sure
Sir Winstonwill be pleased” said the Nobel
Laureate with an air of importance"well, |
don't know" theboy repliedtothegreat man's
chagrin, "Wearegoingtoask himnottowrite
any morebooks'.

If Sir Winston's uncle had died
childless, SrWinstonwould havebeenbarred
from the House of Commonsand forced to
become Duke of Marlborough, arolewhich
would haveeffectively kept himfromleading
thebattle of Britainand eventually defeating
Nazisand winning thewar for thedlies.

Winston Churchill diedin 1965 & the
ageof 91 years. HewasgivenaStatefuneral
which is normally accorded to Kings and
Queens, but by the order of the reigning
monarch and by avotein British Parliament,
extended to exceptiondly distinguished people
likeChurchill.

***

BLISSIT IS

Dr.V.V. B. Ramar ao*

Bhartrinarisstropeistelling

All comesingly andleaveso

Likelogsthey meetintheriver

Sail together for awnhile

And depart, never to meet again.

What youthink isyoursissofor just atrice

* Retd. Principal, Writer, Noida
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Attachmentsdeudelike mirages
Follow sages, seersand visionaries
Draw alinefirmandin-erasable

Socid animdsmust mature
Mydticismisfruition
Blesseditistobein solitude

A consummation devoutly to bewished
That'sal we need to know.

e
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QUALITY ASSURANCE IN DISTANCE EDUCATION
Certain points for Implementation

Dr. M.A. Waheed*

Thisbrief account touchesuponthe
quality and equity assurancein termsof open
and distance learning in the present
competitive, globalized, commercialized,
technologicdly advancingworld, searchingfor
employableopportunitiesfor bread and butter.
Open and Distance learning has been
spreading and touching the boundaries of the
world. Openand DigtanceLearningisnot only
meant for employability but d sofor research
degrees to compete with the learners of
conventional university degrees. Such
competitiveknowledgeand degreeswill open
doorsinthemultinational companies. So, to
meet such aspects, thereisaneed for quality
and equity with reference to output - the
sudent auniverdty produces, thematerid that
he or shelearns and gains knowledge with
enough communication skillsbesideshard
skills. Therefore, thisis the chalenge for
researchers of Distance Education to
understand thejargon of qudity assurancethat
includesquality audit, quality control, and
quality management with action oriented
system of educationin Distance Education.

Inorder to achievequality assurance,
certainissuesareto beimplemented:

1) Thedefinitionof quaity should beflexible,
that is to say that the assurances are
commonly accepted and adequate enough
for operationalizationinday today life.

*  Professor of English, Academic Counselor,
IGNOU and Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Open University
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2) Benchmarks should be identified to
evauatetheprogrammesperiodicaly.

3) Short term and need based courses are
the order of the day besides conventional
and commercial courses to meet the
demand inthe market.

4) New technology likemultimedia, basicsof
computer software packages of self-
learning nature should beintroducedinall
the coursesto drag the learnersinto the
practical andred lifefor self-help aspart
of lifeskill.

5) Personnel of Openand DistanceLearning
institutions should be reoriented to meet
thecommitmentsof thelearners.

6) There must be frequent checking at the
study centers.

Thereis acriticism that Open and
DiganceLearning Universtiesarenothing but
materia providersand without academic audit
and quality concern. So to brush aside such
criticism, the ODL must takeand make Open
and Distance Learning asarededication to
innovation. Then only, wewill havean upper
hand in the society. Of course, there are
certan coursesinconventiond universtiesalso
whichfacecriticiam, fill thereischarismawith
superior fedingsthat conventiona education
provides classesfor many daysbut herefor
only nomind days. Therefore, whatever bethe
reasonsand criticism, educationiseducation
and quality isquality and that quality isthe
need of the hour in ODL at any cost
uncompromisingthesituations.
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INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT MILTON

Choppala Neer gja*

While Shakespeare is the greatest
English play-write, Milton is the greatest
English poet. Aswe gather from Johnson's
Livesof the English PoetsMiltonwascalled
inthecollege, Lady of the College ashewas
good looking. After completing hisstudies
Milton wanted to become a clergyman
becausehewashighly religious. However he
changed his mind when he observed the
magnitudeof tyranny prevailinginthechurch
at that time. How sensitive and reactive he
was to the circumstances he was living in
rousesour curiogty. What esewould Milton
becomeinfutureif not aclergyman? From
Milton's own wordswe can understand that
one day he would become a distinguished
persondity in England. Itisrelevant to quote
hisownwords here: " Childhood showsthe
man as morning showstheday". Itismade
clear that he was bound to become a great
person. Here Milton uses a beautiful and
homely smileasheisknownfor hisgrestness
inusngsmiles.

LikeGerald Manly Hopkins, Milton
wasnot only atrue Chrigtianbut also aserious
Chrigtian. Heinfactjoinedthe Puritan sect, a
denomination prevailing in Christian
community in Englandinthosedaysand hence
theepithet Puritan. Miltonwasknownfor his
exemplary moral, ethical and spiritud life- a
unique personality. He worked in several

* LecturerinEnglish, Y N College, Narsapur,
W.G Dist.
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cgpacitiesincluding asaparliamentarianinhis
early lifebut ultimately shifted towriting poetry,
and he produced immortal poetry surprisngly
after hebecameblind. Each poem hewrote
isamaster piece. ParadiseLost and Paradise
Regained arethe greatest worksin English
literature. Infact they arehisMagnum Opus.

It is worth mentioning that Milton
identified himsalf with Satan and argued with
God and ultimately lost hisargument and as
well as his paradise - too. Where as in
Paradise Regained, heidentified himself with
Jesus Christ and winsagainst Satan. Itisthe
character of Milton that is reflected in
ParadiseRegained. Herevedshimsdfinlines
quoted from Paradise Regained.

When | was yet a child, no childish play
To me was pleasing, All my mind was

Set serious to learn and know and thence.
To do what might be public good.

Evenfrom hisvery childhood hewas
trying to know what isgood and how to do
good to others. The spirit of public service
struck roots deep into hismind even at a
tender agewhichquality isdisappearinginmen
inthepresent day world. Hismental agony is
for hisinability inserving hispeopleto hisbest
in spiteof hisstrong will. He expressesthe
same in the poem "On His Blindness. He
lamentshow hisgeniusand talentsarebeing
wasted because of hisblindness. However he
consoleshimsf inthefollowing manner.
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Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?
and again

Who best bear his mild yoke,
They serve him best and
They also serve who only stand and wait.

Theabovelinesspesk volumesabout
hisinnate goodness and how hiswealth of
knowledgewasbeing wasted.

Milton married thrice. Hisfirst wife
died in child birth. His second wife, an
educated woman, livedwithhimfor oneyear.
Histhirdwifewasof adominatingtype. Once
histhird wifeasked himto accept aparticular
job. Miltonreplied, "You, like other women,
want torideinyour coach; my wishistolive
and diean honest man.”

Milton was greately praised by his
successorsfor hisvirtues, character and mora
life. William Wordsworth for instance, inhis
poem"The Same" extolsMiltonasfollows.

Milton! Thou shouldst beliving at thishour
England hath need of thee, sheis a fen of
stagnant water s---------- weare salfishmen.
O! Raise usup, return to usagain,

And give us manners, virtue, freedom,
power.

Atevery stagein hislifehisrectitude
and exemplary character are reflected in
Milton'swritings. No slip from the path of
righteousness. ThatisMilton. Inother words
Puritan.

Milton'slifeishighly interesting. He
wasvery sudiousin hiscollegedays. Heused
to spend mid night oil. Never did he go to
bed beforetwelveinthenight. Hisdoctors
advised him not to study to adeep into the
night lest helose hissight. In spite of such
advice hewent on studying lateinthe nights
andultimately logt hissight totdly. Anddl the
immorta poetry hewrotewasafter hebecame
blind. Heused to dictateto hisdaughter who
wrotefor himwith utmost patienceand love
for her father.

Miltoninhispoem"OnHisHaving
Arrived at theAgeof Twenty Three' serioudy
thinksand becomesgloomy for hisfallureto
do something good or great even though he
completed twenty threeyears. A seriousman
of thiskind israrely seen. Heemphasizesthe
vaueof timeand daysof youthinevery man's
lifeand how agreat manfeelswhenvaluable
timeislostisportrayed by himinthispoem.

John Milton'sfather, itiscuriousto
learn, isalso John Milton. Miltondied on 8-
11-1674. Hewasburied next to hisfather in
Saint Giles, a Cripplegate. Andtherewas
no epitaph for him. But fittingly in 1737 a
memoria wasbuilt for himinWest Minister
Abbey. Mr. Bensonwrotean epitaphfor him
likethis"TotheAuthor of ParadiseLog.” But,
as his critics point out, Mr. Benson in his
inscription bestowed morewords on himself
than upon Milton.

LongliveMiltoninthemindsof lovers
of English Poetry!

*k*
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QUEST FOR HUMAN VALUESIN TRIPLE STREAMS OF
TRIVENI: AN OVERVIEW

K.Rajamouli *

TRIVENI, India's Literary and
Cultural Quarterly, deservesencomiumsfor
itsrich literary values and varied cultural
interests. It atractswidereadership especialy
that of intellectuals across the world. Its
ka eidoscopic concepts: cultureand literature;
atsandfinearts, history and heritage; tradition
andcivilization; vduesandvirtues, justiceand
orderliness; science and technology; games
and sports; education and enlightenment;
scripturesand sculptures, faith and religion;
etc present the confluence of diversecultures
with their snapshot detail sto represent the
affluence of Indian renaissance. Dr. V.K.
Gokak appreciates TRIVENI for itsmerits,
"... itwasindeed astep in the direction of
federation of cultures, arts and literatures
throughidentification of their smilaritiesand
a cross-fertilization of ideas." (Jan-Mar,
2003) All literary pieces enshrined in the
journa mark all literary values. TheTriple
Stream' excel sthe otherswithitslucidity for
comprehensibility and variety for avidity and
welcomes its voracious readers at its
thresholdtoleavethem enlightened for agresat
awakening.

The Chief Editor, Prof. 1.V.Cha apati
Rao hasto his credit 'the triple streams' in
TRIVENI toreflect hismultisded geniusand
multi-dimensond learninglike FrancisBacon.
Histriplestreamsaim at establishing culturd,

* Professor of English, Warangal
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moral and human values, building and
rebuilding Indiato renew and revive her past
glory and splendor; name and fame;
recognition and reputation; crowning her the
ideal and the model nation to other nations.
He cannot think of the degeneration or
decadence of valuesin India, "It looks as
though the country hasrunout of intellectudss,
men and women of true heroic stature and
simpleliving"(Oct-Dec, 2012). His'triple
streams, essaysarered ‘atempts to preserve
human vauesand moralistic Standardsin the
worldingenerd andinindiainparticular. They
reflect hisdeep anguish for thedownfall of
human values as he is human in relation,
humanisticin approach and humanitarianin
feeling. Hisphilosophy ishumanity and his
essaysarethelessonsin humanism. For him
agood essay must have alesson in human
valuesfor thereviva and renewal of the past
glory and splendor in India. He teaches
humanity from the heart of his heart as he
respectshuman and moral vaues. Hisreaders
are not for just knowledge but for
enlightenment and awakening to human
values. By virtue of such merits, hisessays
have gained universal appeal. It is an
undeniablefact and an opentruthintheliterary
spectrum through thejournalistic medium.

Prof. Rao's essaysare characterized
by lucidity for avidity. They are free from
obscurity and difficulty of Bacon'sEssays The
reader finds in his essays the felicity of
expressionsdueto hislightnessand ease. His
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sentences are crispy in style, weighty in
thoughts, mordigticinteachingand humanistic
ingpirit. They are conveniently short unlike
those of Bacon. Hisessays, therefore, mark
tersenessof expression and beauty in brevity.
His grammatical compactness suits his
tersenessof expressons. Findly hisaphoristic
styleisremarkablefor wefindinit quotable
sentences and knowledgeable maxims. For
example, 'Lifeisnot acdluloid world of make
believe, "Teachersshould lead by example
(Oct-Dec, 2011), 'Happinessisnot agift of
accident’, 'ltisnot chance but achoice (April-
June, 2003), etc are at once crisp and
gphoridic.

Apart from these values, hisessays
arewithinthereach of acommonmaninall
respects. Thetitlesof hisessaysarelengthy
unlikethoseof Bacon but they areaseffective
as Walt Whitman's titles. The reader is
enabled to learn the gist of the essay by the
title. Heironically passes commentson man
with hisquestionsand exclamations: 'Isnot
happinesswithin us?(Oct-Dec, 2002), There
will be second spring in old age!'(Jan-Mar,
2002), 'Wisemen are happy evenwith small
thingsbut nothing pleasesthefool I'(April-Jdune,
2003), etc and findsthereadersat ease and
comfort. Heaptly quotes Tolstoy'sstory, 'How
much land does man need? to comment on
the selfish and avariousattitude of man. His
light humor presents the reader a pleasant
mood to know life-truthsand ground-redlities.
By dl literary merits, hefulfillstheobjective
of Bacon: " A good essay must haveagrain of
stwithinit."

Bacon uses long sentences with

parentheses and foreign expressions some
timesunlike Prof. Raofor hisuseof small and
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crigp sentences. Boththeessayigtsdigplay their
widelearning for different goas. Prof. Rao
teaches humanism whereas Bacon teaches
utilitarianism"the philosophy of fruits'. Bacon
givesimportancetothesubject withtruthsand
factsrelated to domestic relationswhereas
Prof. Rao involves himself by virtue of his
humanistic concernfor man. Both of themare
moralists with different outlooks. Bacon's
essays with his great learning are mere
recregtionsfor utilitarianisnwhereasthetriple
streamsare sheer |essonson humanismwith
open truthsand accepted facts.

Prof. Rao composesvarioustypesof
essays for his social documents, character
portraits, biographical sketches, treatiseon
humanity, etc apart from hisworks: Indian
Renaissance, Ancient Wisdom Modern
Ingghts, Culture, Art of Living, Livingthrough
Changing Times, etc. For him, moralsand
ethicsarevery essentid inall waksof lifeas
they lead man to honesty, responsibility,
humanity, orderliness, fairness, frankness,
justice, etc. When oneiscommitted to them,
onewill beaway from thelures, temptations
and provocations of vices: corruption,
deception and exploitation. Today's news
papers are filled with the news of rapes,
murders, mass-killings, thefts, robbery, ragging
and kidnaps which are afew against their
infinitude. Who and what areresponsiblefor
theseinhuman acts? Cinemas, TV channels,
etc aretheroot-causesand "weaponsof mind
pollution, mass distraction, rampant
consumerism, casud sex and commoditization
of women" (Jan-Mar, 2010). Selfish people
think intermsof earning money, forgetting
morals in any business or customer
transaction. Herightly says, "Many people
think that ethicsand businessare antithetical
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and mutualy exclusive" (Jul-Sep, 2011).
Businesstoday isnot freefrom deception and
thefal ity of advertisements. Now corruption
isanother evil whichismuchtalked of and
debated without arriving at asolution for it.
Hevehemently criticizesthe clashesbetween
thepeopleof different reigions, regions, castes,
classes, sectsor othersintherealm of society.
Herightly says, "Great men makesmall men
painfully aware of their smallness. Puny
persons are not at ease in the company of
great men" (Jan-Mar, 2006). For him, man-
to-man relation should be healthy and
harmoniousfor mutual encouragement and
enlightenment. Gentle pat, charming smile,
hearty hug, kind advice, etc., should motivate
fellow citizensto do right thingsto comeup
with flying colorsinlifesince"it ishuman
relationsjob” (Jan-Mar, 2012). Hefedl sthat
theteaching of moralsand ethicsisthe most
essential ingredient of hisessaysto promote
humanity. Man's thinking in the right way
bringsabout right actionsand righteousdeeds
"forindividua and socid evolution.” (Apr-Jun,
2008)

Whether mother is great or the
motherland is great is the question on the
option of acitizenfor integration. According
to Prof. Rao, the worthy citizens say that
Mother Indiaisgreater than Mother. Heisa
worthy citizen for his patriotic fervor and
nationalistic zeal to the core. He quotes not
only lessons from scriptures, sermons in
stones and teachings of saintsbut also from
thelivesof great peopleand the Constitution
of Indiato sow the seeds of patriotism and
transcend"religious, linguisticand regiond or
sectional diversities; to renounce practices
derogatory, the dignity of women; and to
value and preserve therich heritage of our
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composite culture" (Oct-Dec, 2011). He
awaysreflectshiswoesand throesof Mother
Indiafor corruption, bribery andindiscipline
today.

According to Prof. Rao, manisthe
part of society and heplaysthemost vital and
pivotal roleinthewelfare of the society he
livesin. The orderliness of society depends
on man in the way the quality of a tree
depends on the quality of a seed. Man-to-
man relation should be pure and sure to
promote the welfare of human society and
ensureman'swell-being but it isotherwisein
the age of science and technology. Man's
intdligenceisddiberady usedinthefulfillment
of coveted goalsand vested interests. Prof.
Raoopines, "Artificid inteligencewill replace
human intelligence." (Apr-June, 2005) and
feelssorry for the most unwelcome change.
He welcomes scientific advance and
technological progress for constructive
purposesin the promotion of human values.
The progressof scienceand technology goes
meaninglessand sensaless"whenthe poor are
deniedtheir meager med and agual " (Jan- Jun,
2002). Man'swelfareisthekey onetofulfill
the prime objective of manin society.

Mr. Rao applauds science for its
advances and inventions by looking at its
positiveside but criticizesitsnegative side
reflecting onitsdestruction. All scientistsstart
their invention with 'doubt’ rather than ‘faith’.
Herdterates, "Itisplagued with severd short-
comings: indeterminism, irreversibility,
uncertainty, non-linearity, etc". He supports
the view of Prof. Planck: " Science cannot
solvethe ultimate mystery of nature..." He
further addsthat it "isbeing used by thevested
intereststo exploit and further impoverishthe
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poor." Hetoo looksat thedestructiveside
of science, "It has become the hireling of
politicsand isdestroying lifeand property by
producing nuclear bombs and other of mass
destruction.'(April-June, 2005)

Prof. Raoisan out-and-out humanist
aswell asalover of nature: floraand faunato
reflect hishuman touch. Heemphasizesthe
need for ecological balance, environmenta
care and nature proliferation for human
welfare. He ascribes the col ossal 10sses of
Mother Earth: deforestation, pollution, etcto
manfor heistheone"who commitsmatricide’.
It is very essential on the part of man to
conserve nature by al means. He opinesin
'‘Nature Endangered' that trees are to be
grown asaremedy for pollution and other
problems, ‘the curefor the presentillsisthe
study of scripturesof thepast tolearnlessons
(Oct-Dec, 2012). Man should forget his
suicidal war against nature with him asits
integrd part to provehisingghtful wisdomin
the preservation of humanity and bio-diversity.

Indiaisfamousfor itstraditiona and
culturd varieties. It hasaplurdistic society for
itsrich variety of socid, ethical and religious
vaues. Thoughit hasdiversity, it hasunity in
tact to achieveharmony. Theessayist ishappy
that some British scholars too appreciated
India for the treasure of her literatures,
cultures, customers, traditions, arts, games,
laws, archaeol ogy, wisdom, etcin spiteof their
hatred. Intheageof globalization or theworld
becoming "atrueglobal village-amini multi-
cultural world", it witnesses all unwelcome
changesin the name of modern fashionsand
cultures "proliferation of vulgarity, unabashed
luxury and commoditization of women" (Jan-
Mar, 2010). All cultura valueshave become
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topsy-turvy dueto various reasons without
any ways for solution by means of good
thinking.

For thesolutionof ills, evils, entangles
and riddlesin today's society, the preaching
of scriptureshd psthemantoday asthey serve
asabeacon light for theflight of life. Prof.
Rao exhorts man to approach the scriptures
for the solution of the cruel deforestation and
ecologica imbaanceand for the salvation of
mankind sansmiseries. 'Unity indiverdty'is
the message of the Vedas. Inthe same way,
sculptures in holy places are sermons and
lessonsin humanism. They shapetheminds
and the personalities of on-lookers. Our
cultureand heritage, embedded in scriptures
and sculptures, serve to be reservoirs of
wisdom for the education of the peopletoday.
Prof. Rao fedlsthat gpart from scripturesand
scul ptures, the teachings of great men and
women retold intheir biographical sketches
stand asthe compassfor the voyage of life.
He is influenced by the lives of Swami
Viveknnda, Rabindranath Tagore, etc.
Vivekanandainfluenceshim by the spiritual
concept of TheGita: "Nishkamakarma'. He
admitsTagore'sview of "thedavish system of
education which encourages parrot-like
repetition of lessonsfrom thetext-book." For
the student, the text servesasapretext and
theteacher isto quote many thingsfrom his
wide knowledge and rich experienceinthe
observation of the society around, "True
education comes even from the
companionship of trees and the presence of
Nature' (April-June, 2012). Hisessay, 'New
Winds Blowing in the Corridors of Higher
Education' presents an exhaustive list of
Commissonsandther obligationstoimprove
thequdlity of education. Hisextendvereading
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and comprehensive understanding of the
scripturesand theliveshdphimconcelvetriple
streamsfor thereadersto receivethefruits
for asamilation.

Like Bacon's essays, the triple
streamsreflect themultisided interestsof Prof.
Rao. He touches all subjects with equal
dexterity. Artsand fineartslikemusicareto
bestow on man indefinable experience and
pleasant feeling. Prof. Rao says, "The
queenliest of thefinearts', "music soothesthe
frayed nerves and reduces the level of
metabolism' (April-June, 2002). Hetalks of
many Indianmusdansand musicloversgiving
music spiritual statusasit presentsblissand
curesdiseasesaswell. Hereferstotheart of
letter-writing toofor itisvery much missing
with its warmth and gaiety in the modern
scenario. He expresses hisanguish over the
vanishing of theart, "Welament theloss of
many good thingsand positivefeaturesof the
by-gonetimes." Theart of playing meant for
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heath and happinessisin the dire need of
encouragement. Games and Sports are
ingrumental inthepromotion of international
understanding and mutua devel opment. Now
match-fixing and misunderstanding replacethe
values aready established for games and
sports. In a positive vein, he heartily
encouragesgamesand sports, givingroomin
histriplestreams.

In the concomitant and convenient
genreof compositions, Prof. 1.V.Chal apati
Rao, asahumanist and true patriot has had
visonand mission; objectiveand perspective
of hisownfor thereviva of thepast glory of
Indiainall respectsto seeit at the crest of the
list of well-cultured countries. He does not
mind much though it does not advance in
respect of scienceand technology but, inhis
triplestreamsof TRIVENI and other writings,
he minds much for its status as a nation of
humanity. Theconcept of humanity dedlt with
fine dexterity haswon universal apped.

*k*

BIO DIVERSITY MEET

Srinivasa Rao Valavala*

Clear themonstrousbushes
Cut theuselessgrass

Kill thedangerous snakes
shoot down thedirty dogs
catch the bloody birds

trap theroguerodents

* Lecturer in English, PR.Govt College,
Kakinada
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crushtheugly caterpillars

Spray chemicalsand

zap al other unwanted creatures
‘coz thisplaceisour venue

for agreat event -
BIODIVERSITY MEET

Let usmakeitamegaand
memorableaffar
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READERS

Nature, sculptureand literaturethrill
al humanbeingsof insght andfill their hearts
withjoy. Thedivinecreation, natureasalife-
forcedelightsall creatures by itsbounteous
beautieson onesideand sharestheir fedings
on the other. In the triple stream, 'India's
National Poet', Prof. |. V. Chalapati Rao
presentsKalidasa's prolific poetic output in
thedigest form. Heidentifieswith nature of
manifold responses to human beings.
Peacocks, trees, birds, creepers, deer, clouds,
rivers, and other objects of nature havethe
sense of benevolence to sympathize with
human beingsand sharethe r tearsand smiles.
Sculpture and literature unlike nature are
creationsof sculptorsand writerswith noble
souls. Hisprevioustriplestream on scul pture,
'Ramappa, a Sculptural Marvel' is a
picturesque description of the scul ptural
treasuresthat serveas sermonsin stonesand
lessons on valuesfor the shaping of human
mind. Hisinnumerablearticleson literature
show hisextend veknowledgeto be presented
tothereadersof TRIVENI. | sharethedeep
sorrow of Chandrasekher K. Srinivasan on
missing the dear sparrow and the tears of
Elanaagaonlosingtheglory of hand written
letters.

Dr. K.Rajamouly, War angal

Theeruditejourna isfull of cregtive
interest and keen ingtinctswhich touchesthe
heart and the sense and sensibilities of the
readers.

Bhavanachary, Satna
(MadhyaPradesh)

TRIVENI

MAIL

Triveni Oct-Dec 2013, abuzz with
your trenchant editorial on Kalidasa, V
Srilatha's article on Joan of Arc, Ealine
Norden'swrite up on Solitude, Ramakrishna
Chitrapu'sview point on Juvenile Crimeand
Punishment and E. Satyanarayanasstudy on
Badal Sarcar make happy reading. Thanks.

Dr. Manas Bakshi, Kolkata

In Triveni October December 2013
Issue, Kalidasa - India's National Poet,
Editorial, Prof. 1. V. Chalapati Rao garu aptly
described Kalidasa at the end as 'He isto
Indiawhat Shakespeareisto England'’. Thanks
for publishing, as it has provided ample
information regarding Kdidasa.

Siluveru Sudar shan, Bhagyanagaram

In October issuethearticlewritten by
Dr. Ydlamudi K 'Parliament at 60’ isvery apt.
Atonetimelndian Parliament wasconsidered
to be an exampleto South East Asia. There
used to bewell informed and dignified and
interesting discussions. Today they aremissing.

Sri M. Surya Prakasa Rao, Kakinada

In October-December journal Dr.C.

Jacob's poemA Street Dogisvery interesting.

Dogsarevery intdligent and careful incrossing
theroad. Our human beingsare careless.

S. Vasant Reddy, Khammam
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BOOK REVIEW

FLYING SPARKS | Prof | V Chalapati
Rao |Sri Yabaluri Raghavaiah Memorial
Trust, Hyderabad. Dec 2013 | | SBN: 978-
81-928009-1-2 | Pages 235 | PB Rs 150
US$ 15| HB Rs200 US$ 20

For copies. Prof Y Sreedhar Murthy,
SOWRAG, H No. 4-4-102/A, . No. 3,
Bhavani Nagar, Nacharam, Hyder abad -
500 076. Email: syrmtrust@yahoo.com,
profysm@yahoo.com. Ph. +91-40-
27171383, 27014762

"Why are people starving? Because
therulerseat upthemoney intaxes, thepeople
arestarving. Becausetherulersinterferetoo
much, peoplearerebellious. Havingtolive
on, one knows better than to valuelifetoo
much” (p 189). Isit not atruerepresentation
of our present day society enfeebled by
ubiquitousgovernmenta stranglehold?Well,
itisso, but that wasacomment madeby Lao
Tzu, the Chinese philosopher in 6th century
BC. Itistheunsettling vagariesof lifebuffeting
man that haveled himto berather fatalistic.
Then dowehaveto remain passive, thinking
that, after all, Fate has preordained
everything?No, we haveto exerciseour Free
Will too, since"Fateand freedom arelikethe
two blades of apair of scissors' (55). Acting
intheright way, wewill be ableto changeour
destiny. The movesfrom our Free Will are
‘actions, whereas the counter moves by
Existence are ‘consequences' - in the
inexorablecycleof causeand effect (57).

TRIVENI

Analysing the contemporary social
matrix, this book (in the series of Culture
Capsules) offersapackagethat is capable of
transforming our lives- individual aswell as
collective- for the better. Themessageinthe
book isthe blended best of the east and the
west. Itisthequintessenceof practica wisdom
that could comeonly after reading ahundred
good books and digesting their essenceand
gopraisngit onthetouchstoneof alifeof ninety
yearslived meaningfully and conscientioudly.
It flowsfrom thenonagenarian pen of aproven
savant Prof |1 V Chalapati Rao who "is a
gpecidigincommunicationskills, Indianethos
and culture, purpose of life, personality
development..." (Blurb).

Thebook divided into three sections
- 'India's Cultural and Spiritual Heritage';
'Personaity Development'; 'Luminariesand
Role Models' - will be useful to a cross-
section of readers: to youth for their
personality development, to those keenon
deve opingtheir communicationkills tothose
who would like to score well in essay &
elocution contests, to the wannabe
motivational speakers, to those who would
liketo enrich their knowledge-cum-wisdom,
and to anyone who would like to know of
and strengthentheir cultura moorings.

Alwayshaveanobleaminlife. "Hitch
your wagon to astar,” called Emerson, the
American philosopher (120). Only by doing
30, peoplelike Horence Nightingal e, Mother
Teresa, Durgabai Deshmukh, M S
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Swaminathan, Jamsetji Tata, Vivekananda,
Yellapragada SubbaRao and Dr Anji Reddy
reached inspiring heights. If you want to
accomplish something edifying, you haveto
cut out unproductive and wasteful thingsthat
will only lead to a'vanity fair'. Thecrisisof
modernmanisthat he'isoverexposed outsde
but underdeveloped inside’ (179). Culture
doesn't mean sartoria splurgesor cosmetic
encrustations. When Vivekananda was
walking in the Chicago streetsin hisochre
robesand aturbanwithatal, thelocad students
tried to make fun of him, but only to be cut
downto size, when the Swami retorted: "In
your country, it isthetailor that makesthe
gentlemen but in our country itischaracter
that makesthe gentlemen” (108).

Our country is racked by rampant
evils like corruption, black money and
violence. Corruption has become so odious
that thewill of common man snowballedin
theform of AnnaHazareisnolonger ableto
tolerateit. Mediahas become proverbially
murky what with the hypocrisy, rank
opportunismand blatantimmordity of crooks
like Tarun Tejpal of Tehelka. Conscious of
perverstieslikethis, Gandhi observed: "There
cannot be political emancipation of India
without ethical regenerationof Indians’ (187).
What isethics? Shorn of technicalities, itis
just following your heart and not your senses,
s nce senses misguide you unless controlled;
and heart givestheright guidance (189).

For a sound development of the
country, both money and spirit arerequired.
Thereshould bearight proportion of things.
We certainly want materialism, but toned
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down by morality, spiritualism (18) and
philanthropy. Itisbetter to assimilate four
ideas than to memorize awhole library of
books, says Vivekananda (15). Here the
necessary inspiration comesfromreligion.
Being religious means'being good and doing
disinterested service, says Gandhi according
towhomreligionisnot confined to Monday
bhajan, Sunday sermon or Friday namaz
(180).

Communication skillshaveaplace of
prominenceintoday'sglobalised world. The
author offersmany apractical tip. Thewhedls
of communication need to be constantly
lubricated by adiscerning person.

Aneffectivespesker wholikesto sall
intothe heart of hisaudienceneedstoinculcate
apogtiveattitudeof looking a thegood things
inothers. He should be quick in giving due
praise, be empathic and courteous. However
knowledgeableyou are, don't beflamboyant
and boastful. Lord Chesterfield advised his
son: "Bewiser than other menif you can, but
do not tell them so" (146-148). Theauthor
has offered many apractical suggestionon
how to be an effective speaker and on how
to get the audienceinterested in your speech.
The book provides us a rich gleaning of
profitable inputs and quotable nuggets of
wisdom.

On the whole, Flying Sparksis a
book that enrichesone'smind, broadensone's
horizon and ennoblesone'sheart. Anditis
hoped that the next edition will befreed of
the typosthat have crept into thisvaluable
book.

U. AtreyaSarma, Secunder abad
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Parables For Healthy Minds- Short
Sories | Kharidehal Venkata Rao |Sri
Yabaluri Raghavaiah Memorial Trust,
Hyderabad. Dec 2013 | | SBN: 978-81-
928009-0-5 | Pages 235 | PB Rs.150 US$
15|HB Rs 200 US$ 20.

For copies. Prof Y Sreedhar Murthy,
SOWRAG, H No. 4-4-102/A, . No. 3,
Bhavani Nagar, Nacharam, Hyder abad -
500 076. Email: syrmtrust@yahoo.com,
profysm@yahoo.com. Ph. +91-40-
27171383, 27014762

Here is a book of short stories for
young mindsaged between 6-14 astheauthor
trandator states. Thisbook isatrandationinto
English from Telugu written by Smt. M.
Satyawathi for the Telugu monthly
Rushi peetham.

The short story has been the most
effectivemodeof communicationfromtimes
immemorial. Storiesappeal to all peoplefor
all times. Stories make an interesting and
enlivening chunk of world literature, religious
and socid and Indiahasaprominent placein
it.

Children liketo listen to stories as
much asthey liketo munch toffees. Stories
entertain, amuse, inspire, enlighten and
transport usto placesto which we never go.
Storiesreflect lifeindl itsfullnessinaminiature
world and contain the wisdom of ages and
provide mora standardsfor al. They present
the philosophy, ethicsand guiding principles
of lifein capsuleform. They providefood for
thought to the youngsters aswell asto the
adults.
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In the book under study, there are
seventy storieswhich ded with situationsand
experiencesof lifetoldimaginatively to apped
to the young readers. The stories reflect
happiness, sorrow, irony, humour, misery,
chesting, nobility, mercy, munificence, greed,
friendship and such qualitieslifeismadeof .
Each story isbrief asashort story should be
and yet full of characters, situations and
incidentscleverly intermingledinthenarration.
Therearekings, ministers, advisers, thieves,
rogues, saints, beggarsand every other man
and woman we meet inreal life. Thetitles
suggest the contents. For example: Virtuesof
Charity, Mind Control, Fruitsof Sin, Words
of Wisdom, to nameafew. Animalstoo play
an important part in the stories as in life.
Childrenarefascinated by animasingenera
and moresowhentheanimastak likehuman
beings, their joy isunbounded.

Sri VenkataRao who hasadopted the
storiesfrom Telugu hasdone great serviceto
the young and old alike by presenting the
storiesin book formin English for awider
reading public by writingtheminasimple
diction, direct and effective, doing justiceto
theorigind. Thecredit of thevirtuesof writing
goesequally totheoriginal writer in Telugu
who enthused Mr. Rao to makethe English
version. Theillustrationsby Sri K.V.Bhima
Raoincreasetheinterest quantum of thework.
Thepublisher hasdoneagoodjobinbringing
out thebook givingit ahandsome get up.

D.Ranga Rao, Hyder abad.

*k*
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NEW MEMBERS

Thefollowingisthelist of Donors/ Memberswho havejoined the TRIVENI family during
October- December 2013. The TRIVENI FOUNDATION welcomesthem.

Donors: Annual Members:
Sri A.V. Appa Rao Rs.10000/- Sri V BaakameswaraRao

. Sri Devid Raju. Markapudi
LifeMembers Sri Gannu Nataragja Shekhar
Sri M. GopalakrishnalAS (Retd.) Sri SAnjaiah

Sri D. Mdlikarjun Rao

i : e Dr. PSayanarayana
Life Members who paid Additional Sri V. Giri Prasad

amount in responseto our Appeal Si Ramagiri Krishnaven

Sri K.Narayana Rao Rs.1000/-

AN APPEAL

Journaslike TRIVENI devotedtoliteratureand culture, naturdly cater toalimited
number of intellectual sand are not to be consi dered as successful businesspropositionsin
any country. They need the active support of the cultured few. We earnestly solicit the
patronage of philanthropic personsto enlist themsealvesas Patronsand Donorsand extend
their co-operation to the cause of Indian literature and culture. Donationsto TRIVENI
are exempt from Income Tax, Under Section 80G (2) &(5) of thel.T. Act, 1961. vide
Proc. No. DIT (E)/HY D/ 80G/52(04)/Ren/08-09, dated: 21-08-2008 of Director of
Income Tax (Exemptions), Hyderabad, deemed to have been extended in perpetuity vide
IT Circular No.7/2010[F.N0.197/21/2010-I TA-I] dt.27-10-2010. Donorsare requested
to draw Demand DraftsChequesinfavour of * Triveni Foundation’ payableon any bank in
Hyderabad.

Our dear subscribersmay note. Inview of the escalation of the paper cost and
printing chargesit hasbecomeincreasingly difficult to meet theexpenditure of thejourna .We
are constrained to increase the annual subscription to Rs.200/- and life subscriptionto
Rs.2000/- We shall begrateful if our old membersal so cooperatewith usby sending the
bal ance amount. Donationsarewelcome.

TRIVENI FOUNDATION
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