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TRIPLE STREAM

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA - 150" BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

|.V. Chalapati Rao*

In commemoration of
Vivekananda's 150th birth
anniversary 'VivekanandaRath
Yatra was launched in Rama
KrishnaMath, Hyderabad on 3-
year odyssey (2012-2014). The
peopleof thetwin cities cherishthememory
of hisvisit and speechin Mahbub College,
Secunderabad before he embarked for the
U.S. where heddivered hisgospd of universd
religion at the Chicago "World Conference of
Religions on September 11, 1983.

4S

Vivekananda was a humanist,
educationi<, thinker, democrat and anintrepid
fighter for a bright future not only for his
countrymen but for all mankind.

He was the morning star of Indian
Independence. Long before Bal Gangadhar
Tilak, LalaLazpat Rai and Gandhiji came
upon the political scene, he created nationa
consciousnessand loveof freedomamong the
people. Hegave atrumpet call to the people
androused their patriotism with hisspeeches.
'Stand up, bebold, accept your respongibilities
onyour shoulders, all the help and succour
that you expect isin yourselvesand know
that you arethecreator of your own destiny.
Make your own future. Strength is life.
Weakness is death’. With his patriotic
peecheshepowered their minds and charged
their batteries. About his role
Raagopaachary said: "He saved Hinduism
and saved India. But for himwewould have
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lost our religion and would not have gained
our Independence.” Even Gandhiji said: 'After
mesting Vivekanandamy patriotismincreased
thousand fold." Rabindranath Tagore said: 'If
you want to know about Indiayou must read
hisspeechesand writings. Jawaharlal Nehru
said: 'Rooted inthe past and full of pridein
India's prestige, he was modern in his
approach to life's problems and he was a
bridge between the past of India and her
present’. Netgji Subhas ChandraBosesaid:
'He was arare personality in thisworld of
ours...If heweredive, | would have been a
hisfeet’

Hisviewsoneducationareof dl-time
applicability and of special relevancetoday.
The defectsand shortcomings pointed out by
Vivekanandain our education sysem aredlill
persisting after so many decades. He said
‘Education isnot the amount of information
thatisputintoyour brain, lyingthereidle all
your life undigested .. . If information is
education, encyclopediasare our gurusand
librariesareour rishis. Itisbetter toassmilate
four ideasthanto memorize awholelibrary
of books. Wewant that education by which
character is formed, strength of mind is
increased, intellect has expanded and by
which one can stand on one'sown feet and
say 'Yes, | cando'. Addressing ameetingin
the Madras University, he put a question
'What haveyour universities doneduringthese
fifty years?Havethey produced at least one
student who could think independenly ?True
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educationistraining themind to think and
refining theheart but not suffingthebrainwith
unwanted data. If information alone is
education and culture, computer isour Guru.
150 yearsafter Vivekanandathe samedefects
inour education system are pointed out by all
the commissionson education. But no action
wastaken.

According to himthe best education
systemfor Indiaisacombination of science
and technology linked to Indian cultural
heritageand va ues.

Vivekanandastressed theimportance
of integrated personality development. He
simplified the Upanishadic teaching and
Advaitaphilosophy and redefined the Gita
concept of Loka Sangraha(working for the
welfare of the people) to strengthen the
potential the humanshaveto become their
own magters. He caled thisthe phil osophy of
'man making'. Hewanted to achieve nation-
building through manmaking. Itisanother
namefor personality development. Itsbasics
and essentialsaccordingtohimare:

1.Prideinonéscultura heritage

2 Sdf-confidence

3.Commitment to the pursuit of valuesand
4.Belief intheonenessof humanity

Swamy Tatagatanandaand Swamy
Prabhananda mention thefollowing facts:
Federico Mayor, Director General of the
UNESCO on 1993 October 8 addressed a
meeting of thediplomatsand dignitariesof the
world. Hepraised Vivekanandaand specidly
mentioned three similarities between the
message of Vivekananda expressed in the
goals of the constitution of Ramakrishna
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Mission (1897) and the constitution of the

UNESCO (drafted in 1945). They are:

1. Commitment to Universalisnandtolerance.
In fact he wanted acceptance of all
Religions, not meretolerance.

2. Support for the poor and the destitute -
working to reduce poverty andto diminate
socid discrimination - uplift of thewomen
and awakening of themasses.

3.Top priority attention to human
devel opment through education, science
and culture. Both the constitutions
recognize the co-existence of multiple
cultures and societies as an important
aspect of common heritage and the need
for mutua understanding. Humanbeing is
at the centre. 'Man isthe Tggmahal of all
temples, assaid by Vivekananda

Vivekananda was committed to
removethewant and misery of thepoor people
and liberate them from social injustice and
colonial exploitation. Thus he was the
precursor of Indian ndependenceby planting
the seeds for the growth of the freedom
movement in India. He created a silent
revolution through hisspeechesand writings.
Inoneof hisspeecheshesaid: 'Aslongasa
singleman livesin poverty and ignorance
hold every man atraitor' Hereprimanded the
Sanyasis 'What have several millions of
sanyasisbeendoing for themasses?Teaching
them metaphysics?. It isall madness. It is
mockery to offer religionto astarving man'.
Vivekananda shifted personal concern for
sdvation to human concernwithout interfering
withtradition.

According to him the poor and the

suffering areentitled to our worship. His new
doganwas'DaridraDevo Bhava, Rogi Devo
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Bhava, Moorkha Devo Bhava (The poor
man, the sick man, theilliterate man are our
gods). It was he that coined the word
‘Daridranarayana which Gandhi picked up.
Vivekananda was the most travelled man,
India'sfirst global citizen who travelled to
foreign countriesto spread India's cultural
heritage. Hispractical Vedantaisexpressed
in his mahavakya'Each man is potentially
diving. Spiritudity isnot themonopoly of any
country. In the Parliament of Religionsin
Chicago where he stunned the world by
preaching hisgospe of universd religion, he
said 'Holiness, purity and charity are not the
exclusive possessionsof any Churchinthe
world and every system has produced men
and women of the most exalted character .
Help and not fight, assimilation, not
destruction, peace and not dissension should
be the order of the world. Sectarianism,
bigotry and its descendent fanaticism have
long possessed thisland and drenched it with
blood'.

Vivekanandademydtified, rationdized
and amplifiedrdigionand spiritudity. 'Divinity
isaready inman. Thegoa isto manifest the
divine by controlling nature, external and
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internal. Do this by work or worship or by
mind control or by philosophy. Thisisthe
wholeof religion. Doctrines, dogmasor rituas
or books or temples or forms are but
secondary detalls. Renunciation must goaong
with serviceto fellowmen'. Thushedefined
truereligion and spirituality. However he
wel comed 'toned down materiaism'for India
'Wetdk foolishly against materid civilization.
Material civilization isnecessary to create
work for the poor. | do not believein agod
who cannot give me bread here, giving me
eternal blissinheaven...' "Wemay convert
every houseinto charity asylum, we may fill
theland with hospital's but themisery of man
will still continue until man's character
changes. Hesays'l donot believein reigion
which cannot wipethewidow'stearsor stop
theorphan'swalls; evenif adog goeshungry
inmy country, my religionwill betofindfood
for that dog'. He wasthe great awakener of
India'ssoul.

Hisdariancdl is

He alone lives who lives for others. The
rest are as good as dead

Arise, awake and stop not till the goal is
reached.

RAMANUJAN! MATHEMATICAL WONDER

Geniuscanflowerinmost unlikely places

Thispoverty stricken youthwroteon datesbecause he could not afford paper. He
traveled 3rd classwith ticketsbought by friends. Helived on ahandful of rice and rasam
offered in charity. Hewent to Madrasin search of 4" grade clerk's post. He met various
scholarswith anote book crammed with mathematicsthat they could not understand. He
arivedwiththat historical | etter at Cambridgethat completely changed hislifewith hismeeting
Prof. Hardy. Their finding each other wasthe greatest coincidence. Ramanujan turned science

upsidedown.

TRIVENI
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NATIVISM IN UNNAVA'S MALAPALLI
Dr.V.V.B.Rama Rao*

Nativism is related to the broad
concept of Nationalism, not to the aberrant
narrow parochialism, regionalismor locaism.
Asdeseeyatait hascometo be animportant
atitudeinliterary compositions. Asaconcept
it cameout fromwritersin Marathi, mainly
Balachandra Nemade. It has cometo be a
literary category inIndian literary aesthetic.
Theemergenceof thisisapart of large-hearted
and open-minded rationalism. Regionalism
subsists in Nationalism for the regiona
variationsare special variants of behavior,
custom, tradition and socid ethosin different
regions or in the specific aspects in the
different satesin our country. Regiona novels
are unigue in the way they depict lives of
characters and incidents in the regions or
statesof our nation. Inour regionsor states
thereisadepiction of social, economic and
socio-cultural facets. Thesad and disturbing
condition of women, the restrictions and
constraintsthat areimposed on them as per
thesocid behaviour indifferent classes, castes
and the hierarchy in caste are given
prominenceinour regional languagefiction.
Theseare provocativeaswell asrealisticin
theworksof our regiond writers. Theliterary
trand ators of these haveto haveacomplete
understanding of these aspects while
trandating vernacular languagewriting.

Unnava wrote Malapalli while
sarvingajall sentenceasconvict 6657 during
1920-21 in two parts. In 1935 two more

* Retd. Principal, Writer, Trand ator, Noida (UP)
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partswere added. Thiswork, considered a
megaepicin Telugu, was|ater abridged by
Maruvuri Kodandaramayyaand published by
SahityaAkademi. Thepresent text under sudy
istheabridged version.

Unnavahad the Mahabharat inhismind
and hecdlled the partscantos. Part onecentres
on Sangadas, Ramadas's son. With hisdeath
the second part Ramanai du begins. Thethird
part is named after Takkela Jaggadu, the
assumed name of Venkatadas, Ramadas's
other son. Hediesat the end and the fourth
part is named after the central character
Ramadas.

Ramadas has three sons and one
daughter, theyoungest child being theinfant
son. Heishumble, coming fromtheddit caste
of maladasaris, wandering minstrelsof the
fifth caste. Ramadasisdevout and contented,
awaysthinking of thehigher thingsof lifeand
seeking the company and enlightenment from
mysticslike Tungadurti Buchayyagaru. Inhis
monologue Ramadastellshimsdlf : ... 'the
worldly'isonly astep to the'other-worldly'.
It al depends on how one usesthe step. A
ladder can be used elther to reach heaven or
togodowninto hell." Hethinksthat hisson,
though virtuous has not found stability.
Sangadasis a close friend of the landlord
Choudarayya's son, Ramanaidu. They are
progressive. They attend the Aadiandhra
Convention at Bezwadaand are seen eating
"untouchablefood". Sangadasisdevout like
hisfather and hebelievesinjusticeand wishes
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tofightinjustice. Hehashisowndidectic. He
hasalong did oguewiththe president, Venkata
Reddy, of the convention beforethe meeting.
"Itismy opinionthat theentireHindu society
hasto bereconstructed. .. Though we cannot
work for thewelfare of all, the measureswe
adopt for thewelfare of the child should not
be detrimental to thewelfare of the mother.
Besidesthis, if everyonewereto attempt to
work for the welfare of small societiesthe
larger onemight suffer asit's problems get
pushed into the background and are
neglected...Efforts that are not directed
towards the welfare of society asawhole,
soon cometo nothing..." Herelteratestothe
president what hehad said earlier to hisfriend
Ramanaidu: "Dharmathe sacred law adways
demands sacrifice. Socratesdrank poisonto
carry out the sacred law. Jesus Christ was put
onthecross. Prahladahad to go through many
trials. Harischandrasacrificed everything he
had. Amara was beheaded. A disciple of
Ramanujawent blind... Tilak thegreat was
imprisonedfor life. Thereisno sacred firewith
out thekilling of asacrificia anima and of dl
theanimalsfor sacrificeitisthesefishone.”
By the time Ramanaidu and Sangadas
returned tother village, thelabour troublewith
thefarmhandsdemanding ariseintheir wages
intengfied. Choudarayyakills Sangadaswhen
heorganizesastrike of thefarm-handsat the
timeof harvesting hiscrop. Sangadasdieswith
thelast words"Wewill win."

Moneybags, caste power, corrupt and
ineptjudicid system and andien rulebrought
misery to the poor untouchables. Beastly
power leadsto violent rule. Violenceforges
ahead. But, among thethinking, aredization
dawns, that hard work must be paid just
wages.
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TheHindu Dharma, the Hindu way
of lifeand the Hindu faith would make the
world ahappier placetolivein. The novel
progressively leadsusto redlizethis. There
areepisodesin thisnovel that present vivid
contrasts. In matters of love, there are two
pairs Jyothi and Appadasand M ohanrao and
Kamala. While the former sacrifice
themsalves, insublimelovethat transcendsthe
physical, the latter drive themselves to
unforgivablesin. Towardsthe end, however,
Kamdaredizesher folly andinexpiationdies
serving her own son and husband as a
domestic help. Mohanrao, a totally
transformed man, givesaway al hismoney to
theVijayaCollege.

Jaggadu in thethird part isnone other
than Venkatadas, Ramadas's son. He does
not believe the story of Prahlada. He does
not fedl that dacoity iswrong. Disgusted with
the heartlessness of therich he comesupwith
dialectic and amodel of bringing in equality
by robbing therich and feeding thepoor. He
calls his burglaries dharma kannaalu, just
burglaries. "Burglary inthehouseof anyone,
who accumul ates more than what he needs,
and hoardsit without it being useful to others,
or anyonewho isspending money onwrong
thingsislawful burglar. Thiskind of serviceto
the world is called the service of
Thirumangaiyyawar according totheelders
and the learned ones... | am the theorist.
Garimella Ganharagju is our guru. Oursis
Thirumangayyagothram. Our Rishisare Thiru
mangaiyya, KancharlaGopannaand Sarva
Papadu. .. Peoplearegetting enlightened. The
tyrant's power can not go on. Perhapsyour
god wantsthistyrant to continuefor hebuilds
templesand celebratesin praise of your god.
Your god teachesthat one should follow the
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law without expecting any reward. Instead he
rewardsas per the deeds of the past births. I
itissowhoisgreater, you or your god?Your
gods must be rid of the vampires of the
wealth." Jaggadu'svisionisnoideal vision
because of theviolenceinvolvedinit. Hisis
only passon. Incontrast, hisfather hasavison,
drawn from the tenets of our Dharma. The
Sanatan army rai sed by Jaggadu killsone of
theBritish officersand createsalot of trouble
for the officers. In spite of Jaggadu's
commitment to hiscause, he could not escape
thelaw. Inthe court hetellsthejudge about
his concept of justice. When thejudge asks
himif heisaphilosopher hetdIshimthat, if a
philosopher isonewho triesto put anendto
thebelief inVedas, heisone. Heendswitha
peroration " At the beginning of the creation
there was nothing like right or
ownership...Everyone had to
work...Everyonewasrich and therewasno
poverty. Therewasaheaven on earth. Then
Eswar came. He said the wholeworld was
his. .. With alarge number becoming poor,
some have becomerich. Richesfor therich
and poverty for the poor hascometo betaken
for granted... Therulethat comesinhandy to
therichisthelaw. Everything elseiscrime.
..Thissweat and blood of the poor manisthe
rich man's wealth, this, the Drama of the
current era... It has been my very sincere
attempt to establish the empire of the gods
againonthisearth... If therich do not change
their behaviour, the poor will changethevery
lawsand establish heaven on earth. To make
this law, this Dharmawin, we will accept
compassion, truth and cleanliness as our
means.”

Badly wounded and almost towards
theend of hislife, Jaggaduisallowedto see
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hisfather. Heaskshisoldfather asto how he
played hispart inthe play thatiscomingtoa
close. And Ramadastellshim: "Yoursisanew
play. Therulesof theplay areyourstoo. You
have trodden a new path. I'm the one who
hastaken the much trodden, ordinary path. |
cannot say that yoursisnot acorrect path - It
remainsto be seenwhereit leadsif everyone
weretofollow it. Even your way isbound by
principles. Whereprinciplesare sublimemany
peoplewonder whether it could not bedifficult
to put theminto practice.” It isno wonder
that thosetribal s, sanatans, who have been
targets of cruelty and misrule believed in
Jaggadu asasaviour.

Wickednessand villainy are present
even among therulers. Thehenchmen of the
Christian missionaries coerce the poor
untouchables making use of the Criminal
Tribesact. Welearn through Kannappa, the
jail mate of Ramadas, about the pathetic
condition of our people under the system of
justice asadministered by the Whitemanin
thosedays.

Ramdas of the fourth part is the
ultimatewinner inthewinthat hisson predicts
inthe moment of hisdeath. With the money
that Jaggadu has stored, acollege comes up.
Balanceisrestored. Inthe struggle between
thegood and theevil, good could withstand
tribulation. Thejust alwayswould emerge
victorious.

Asin Parsa, Malapalli also has a
tolerant, understanding and ajoyful view of
lifedrawn from the ethos of the nativeto our
land. A societal awarenessand ahumanistic
goproachtempered withredismfirmly rooted
inour ancient native wisdom arethe common
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pointsin Ramadas, aswell asthe eponymous
Parsa. Both gpproximateto the condition and
stature of aShitaprajna.

Writersin the advanced West have
beendalyingwith anti-heroes, tryingtoglorify
wesknessand humanfrailty towhichthespirit
of thetimesisno small contributing factor. The
electrifying power of our sustaining meta-
narraivesisthoughtfully harnessed by Unnava
inmaking hisprincipa charactersdl of apiece
with our classical heroeswith unswerving,
unfaltering commitment to dharmaand karma,
thuseevating themselvesto the highest peak
of personality achievement envisaged by the
Orienta mind. Samadrishti leadsan aspirant
to become a sthitaprgina. Ramadas hasin
them the celebrated positive qualities of our
traditional nayaka: dhirodaatta. \What matters
isbeing adhira. The capacity to comeout of
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theencircling gloom of fading valuescomes
only out of asalf-acquired equanimity.

Thehighest literature anywherein
theworld hascarried the message of truthand
goodnessinitsmyriad huesand variations.
The noblest mindsdown the ages have been
conveying the same message, in our
Mahabharata, Ramayanaand so on. Saints
and sants bless us to endeavour just to be
justly human. UnnavasMalapalli initidly had
tofacerough wesather under thealienrulebut
that proved to be for the good of both the
novel andthenovelist. All iswell that ends
well. We havethefirst epic scale novel in
TeluguinMalapalli. Universa hasalways
been the apped of theliterature of the highest
order and one of theuniversalsof literature
produced anywhere is the primacy of the
regiond richness, Nativism.

THEFINALACT

M ohan Patnaik *

Why doesthefinal act of lifelook socomical
Beforethelast curtainisdrawn ?

Where goesone'spomp and opulence
Pride and arrogance that once seasoned
Lifetovain hopeof immortality.

With hanging cheeks shrunken eyes
Wrinkled skin and tumbling hands

* Poet, Barahmapur, Odisha.
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Crying for asupport
What find wordslifewantsto ddliver
Totheworld at large?

Doesit warn of theabysmal end of all vanity
Or showsthefinal trangition

Of theinscrutableMayafromlife
Toitsowndeath ?

Michael Phelps, 8 Olympic gold medalswinner, said * Any one can do anything’.
Finnish runner Poolo Nurma, 9 Olympic medalswinner said, ‘1 compete with myself’.

TRIVENI
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A LITERARY RAINBOW

Potturi Venkateswara Rao*

"Alivinglegend”, "aliterary colossus'
and"an epic persondity” arebut afew of the
eulogistic epithets that "Viswanatha', the
commemorativevolume compiled and edited
by Dr. Kondala Rao Velchala, displaysin
portrayingthepoet "Kavi Sanrat” Viswantha
Satyanarayana. None of theseisextravagant
expresson. Eachoneisapt andjudtified, The
762-pagevolumeisacollectionof articlesand
poemswritten by eminent literary persondities
of thepast and present, in English, highlighting
thecreetivegeniusof thegloriouscontributions
of thefirst recipient of the Jnan PithAward
in Andhra Pradesh. That the volume was
brought out thirty six years after the great
author left hismortd coil itself isagreet tribute
to him. Viswantha Satyanarayanawas more
than a poet. Thereis not asingle genrein
literaturethat he has not tried and mastered.
Every work of his, anepic, alyric, anove or
any literary crestion, exemplifieshiseloquence
of expression. Presenting such apersonality
by contemporary and succeeding writerswith
divergent perspectives produces aliterary
rainbow and the beauty of thecompilationis
exactly thesame. Initscontent and production
valuesit hasno parallel at least in Telugu.
Perhapsno other literary persondity inIndia
with an exception of the Nobel Laureate
Rabindranath Tagore had thishonour of being
remembered by the production of aquditetive
commemoration volume decades after his
demise. Some of the great poet's writings,

* A well known senior editor, agreat scholar and
social activist, Hyderabad
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including poems have been trandated from
Telugu by eminent academics with utmost
careand they haveenrichedtheliterary fare
of the volume. None of the books of
Viswanatha Satyanarayanawaspublishedin
such high quality production valuesasthis
commemorativevolume. Thesoul of thepoet
must belamenting that he could not produce
such abook of any of hiswritingsinhisown
time

Thereaders of the book, including
those who have read all the works of the
literary colossuswouldlearnmany interesting
thingswhich werelittleknownwhen the poet
wasalive. TheKavi Sanrat himself did not
record such anecdotes, to the best of my
knowledge, in his diaries or other notes.
Sufficeif onesuchinstanceisquoted here.
As his elder son Sri Achyuta Devarayau
recorded in his article Viswantha
Satyanarayanas memory was photographic.
Photographicindl itsscope. Hecanread very
fagt. Otherwise he could not haveread so many
books in a small period of 40 years. He
remembered every page of every book for
life! Itisunbelievable. Sincel saw with my
own eyes and | have to believe. S.
Radhakrishnan, the veteran phil osopher, was
surprised when Viswanatha Satyanarayana,
told himin oneof hisconversations, that he
had studied bookson Buddhismavailableonly
innationd librariesof Holland and Germany.
Surprise was because Viswanatha never
visited those countries! Dr. Radhakrishnan
wasunder theimpression that he aloneread
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those bookswhen hevisited those countries.
Dr. Radhakrishnan, was further surprised
when he was told by Sri Viswantha
Satyanarayanathat he read those books by
borrowing themwith thehelp of theNationa
Library in Cacutta(now Kolkata)! Many do
not know that afacility for borrowing books
from other countries through our national
librariesexigs.

Viswanathawasaman of vison. The
observations he made, in the course of his
narrations, in storiesand novelsareasvalid
today asthey wereduring histime. Onesuch
observation: isworthrecalling in thetwelfth
year of thenew millennium. A short story titled
"Three Beggars' (translated by Dr. C.
Vijayasree) hasthisconversational quote™...
| committed several terrible crimes. Why
all that now? | had to go to jail on sex,
_onseven occasions. Sncel had plenty of
money, | could easily buy myrelease... "

Onemorequotefrom the sameshort
story isworthrecaling."... comfortisnotin
begging but in beggar'slife. A householder
may abuseabeggar and dismisshim rudely.
But if the househol der thinksheis superior,
thebeggar too hashisown senseof superiority.
If hundred out of thousand give something,
that isenough. L et that be. Here are so many
beggarsin this country. You ask anyone of
themtowork for youfor freefood and twenty
five rupees. Not one will agree to the
proposal. A beggar does not think that heis
begging. Everyonethinkshighly of what heis

*kk

doing. Look at thosewho beg for votes. Do
they think, 'Chi, Why should we ask these
people? Inthe hope of becoming rulersat a
later date they don't see the lowliness in
begging for votes. Moreover fromtheir point
of view it becomesarespectablethingtodo”.
Notethebeauty of the Telugu expression'Chi'.
Itisnot aword but an expression typical of
some of the Indian languages. It has no
equivaentinEnglish! Itisthetwenty-second
letter of the Greek a phabet and pronounced
as 'kahy'. The trandator has done well in
takingitinitsspontaneousform.

Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia'squotation
crowns the front cover of the book.
"Gowtham, you say heisa'Kavi', a'poet'.
But| consder himaRishi, aSaint". Gowtham
is Sri Juvvadi Gowtham Rao, one of the
dearest and closest friends of Viswanatha
Satyanarayna. True, hemust beaRishi, for a
Rishi alone can create the great Kaavya
"Ramayana Kalpavriksham". By the way,
Sri Gowthama Rao is one in whose vocal
cordsViswantha Satyanarayanacontinuesto
live. Thosewholigtento Sri GowthamaRao's
recitations of the stanzasfrom the epicin
Telugu would think that it isthe poet'sown
voice. The picture of theback cover needsa
special mention. My good friend Sri
Nedamrgju Muralidhar, aveteranjourndigt,
took it when he was working as a staff
photographer of the Indian Express at
Vijayawada. It was very much appreciated
by the Editors of the Express group at that
time. S Murdidharapassed awvay afew years

ago.

We are what our thoughts have made us; so take care about what you think. Words are

secondary. Thoughts live; they travel far.

TRIVENI

Swami Vivekananda
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TWO MOST CELEBRATED ARTISTES OF OUR TIMES:
A TRIBUTE

Dr. | Satyasree*

A glorious era in Andhra Pradesh
witnessed two great souls, onefromtheworld
of classca musicandtheother fromthefield
of Kuchipudi dance. They arenoneother than
thetwo legendary persondlities, Dr. Sripada
Pinakapani and Sri Vempati Chinna
Satyam. They aremuch celebrated iconsin
their respectivefieds, who took therealmsof
Indian classical music and dance, cutting
acrossthe national bordersto other frontiers.
Theformer isacentenarian and thelatter was
recalled to hisdivineabode.

Dr. Pinakapani, whowasknown as
the'snging doctor' wasstegpedinclasscality.
Heisamusicologist par excellenceandistruly
aVlyasa, who has passed on atreasuretrove
whichisregarded asthetheory of carnatic
music. Fondly called Dr. Paani by themusic
fraternity, herendered the school/stylethat has
been practised in south Indiaunder the banner
of Tanjavur 'baani'. He took great pridein
producing stalwarts such as Padmabhushan
Nookala Chinna Satyanaraya, Sangeetha
Kdanidhi Nedunuri KrishnaMurthy, Sri Voleti
Venkateswarulu, Srirangam Gopalaratnam
and others.

Nedunuri Krishnamurty reverentialy
describeshim asasangeetha paramacharya,
taponidhi and gyana brahma. Inthewords
of thisardent disciple, Dr. Paani waslikea

* Associate Professor, Matrusree College of
Engineering and Technology, Hyderabad.
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jeevan mukta. Nedunuri reminisceshislong
associaionwith hisguru, who neither had any
fixedtimefor teachingmusicnor theindination
toendit at aparticular hour. Hewould get
intoamood to teach even at midnight and the
classwould go oninto thewee hours. They
both used to continue the teaching-learning
sessiontill 3.00am. andwhenthey heard the
Secunderabad-Dornaka expresshoot, would
bejolted out of their music marathonand then
would decideto call it aday. Dr. Paani had a
keen eyefor analysisand could sing, teach
and createwith equd felicity. Nedunuri says
that 'Paani'sbaani’ isunique, wheretheraga
swept like amighty ocean. He saysthat he
oweshisSangeetha Kalanidhi titleto hismost
revered guru.

Dr. Paani'ssoleaim wasto seetoit
that musicislearnt and sunginitspurest form.
Devotionin classical music should not be at
the cost of losing out on the traditions of
grammar and syntax that make music. Heleft
arich body of work for the posterity that could
beused asareferenceguideby musiclovers.
Hisnamewill be permanently etchedinthe
mindsof classical musicloversfor yearsto
comeand it isnear toimpossibletofill the

gap.

Sri Vempati Chinna Satyam is
acclaimed asayuga purushaby hisdisciples.
Theillustriousguru did not want to produce
another ChinnaSatyam, rather hewished that
his pupils make amark of their own in the
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field of Kuchipudi dance. They hold himin
highesteemfor chastising themtill they 'got it
right'. He adopted thisage-old practice of the
school of traditiondists. Neverthel ess hewas
very progressveinhisthoughtsashestrongly
believed that tradition changeswithtimeand
that wehavetoreinterpret it to suit thechanges
that occur in the society. Earlier, in the
traditional set-up of dance, only men played
femderoles. But hisownguru, Sri Vedantam
L akshminarayana Sastry, broke the custom
and madewomen take up solo performances.
Chinna Satyam, however, went astep ahead
and madewomen take up evenmalerolesin
his dance ballets. He rendered subtlety to

Kkk

Kuchipudi dance form and contributed
substantially to the repertoire of Kuchipudi
solo numbers and has nearly 180 solo
choreographiesto hiscredit. SobhaNaidu,
hisdevoted disciple, aversthat theentirecredit
goesto Vempati Chinna Satyam for refining
Kuchipudi danceand for lending it atouch of
finessethat isquite appealing to the urbane.
Sherecdlsthat hewould never compromise
on quality and pursued dancelikeyoga. To
many other such dedicated students, heisa
rare phenomenon, na bhootho, na
bhavishyati, and his legacy will live for
centuriesto come.

BLOOD-SUCKERSINWHITE ROBES

PremanandaPanda*

The blood-suckersin whiterobes
Aretherewiththeir sharp shining
knuckle-dusters

That run deep into the skinny throats

Of millionsof the poor whotoil and sweat
Inthe sun and therainsto keep their
hearth burn

Thebabusinwhitefeast and fret
Gambleand bet licking streaming sdty blood
Making alower middleclassone

The skeleton of alaboratory cupboard.

Thebeggarsand the have-nots
dwdlingindums
Havehardly ahopeof lifefed onleftovers

ingarbage
* Ex-Principal & Editor: Replica, Cuttack (Odisha)
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They arepaid somerespect and becomemuch
sought after.

When € ections come and netasknock at
Their doorswith folded hands and
handful of promises

After electionsareover
Therearemorerag-pickersand

|eftover eaters.

Littleknowsalabourer or adaily wager
Who rulesthere and what goes on beyond
Their remotevillages,

They only know tilling theland

And building the puccabuildingsof therich
And breathetheir last leaving their

Half clad childrenfollow their step.
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GITANJALI: BHAKTI LYRICS FOR HUMANISTIC AND
REALISTIC APPROACHES

Dr.K.Rajamouly *

Gitanjali, themost popular English
work (1913) of Viswakavi Rabindranath
Tagore, achieved theNobe Prizefor literature
asamark of diginctioninthelndiantradition.
Its popularity asthe best translation of his
Bengali origina (1909) isunrivalledto have
won international acclaim. It excelsfor its
kaleidoscopic themes: Bhakthi or the
adoration for the Divine, thelovefor nature
and man, the concept of work, etc. For him,
God manifestsin all natural elements. He
proclaimshisardent lovefor the Divineand
seeksthe communion of God and man. He
firmly believesthat the Divineingpireshimto
compose songsin praise of God, and deeply
fed sthat they arehistrueand befitting offering
to Him. They arehhisdevotional songswith
musical undertonesreflecting his Bhakthi,
fervent adoration and ardent devotionto God.
Thereisaclear-cut influence of theVishnava
Bhakti poets and the Brahmasamaj on him
apart from hisunderstanding of humanistic
approaches to compose Bhakti lyrics. His
poetry reflects the echoes of Jayadeva,
Vidyapathi and Chandidas. Heimbibed the
concepts of humanity, fraternity; humility,
equality and equanimity from theknowledge
of different religions to the core for his
humanistic and pragmatic approachtolife.

Tagorehasimmanent will andinherent
zeal to bring enlightenment to man to have
humanistic and idealistic approaches for

* Professor & Head, Dept. of English (H&S),
Ganapathy Engineering College, Warangal.
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redisticand pragmatic goasinthewel-being
of hisfellow being through the Bhakti lyrics
or hymnsof Gitanjali. Hislife-longdreamis
to givemessagedirectly to man or indirectly
through God and hisvital and pivota concept
and concernisman and hiswdfare. Hefirmly
believesthat the poetinhimisGod and his
poetry isthe most becoming and befitting gift
to be offered to Him. HisBhakti lyricsfocus
on 'the ways of God to man' in the welfare
of man. Inthe poem, Leavethischantingand
other poems, he makes it clear. Vague
idealism, falseritualism, seeming worship,
fancy road show, etc do not help manwitness
divinity. Work, withavision and devotionto
guenching thethirst and satiating the hunger
of manlikeriversandtrees, isred and ideal
worship. Godisever evident and present in
man and his achievements and
accomplishmentsin sharing dutiesbut notin
shirking responsibilities. He must be a
committed worshipper and devoted priestin
thetemple of work for thewelfare of manto
winthesenseof ddiverance:

Ddliverance?
Where is this deliverance to be found?
Our master himself hasjoyfully taken upon
him the bond of creation;
heisbound with all forever

(Poem: 11)

Thedivinemessageisthat Heiswith
man forever when heisfor human welfare.
God isomnipotent and all powerful. Heis
solely andwholly responsiblefor the creation

OCT. -DEC. 2012



16

of man and the universe. Asapart of His
obligation, He ever safeguardsthe universe
crested by Him. Godisdl: thefountain of life,
theorigin of light and the sourcefor blissand
thelifeof life.

Man isto be away from prejudices
and hypocrisies and follow humanistic
approachesfor humanwelfareliketheflower
to sweeten the atmosphere, theriver to flow
through fields and hamlets, the poem to
enlightenitsreaders, etc. Manwithinsight,
intuition and illumination has obligationsto
fulfill, promisesto keep and dutiesto perform.
Itishisutmost and foremost responsibility as
manwithvirtuesand values. Manshould cross
thehurdlesof materialismand commercidism
and ordeal sof hypocrisy and falsehood and
bein practice of theidealsof God.

Tagore isthecreator of theanimate
and theinanimate: menwithinsight, all the
creatureswithingtinct and al the other objects
of nature. Heispresent everywherein every
object of nature. Man'sbody, mind and heart
manifest Hispresence. Lifeis'God centered'
but not 'Self-centered'. The soul aimsat the
Supremesoul for itscommunion. All objects
of Hiscregtionwill ultimately culminatein God
asthey aretrueoffering to Him.

Thereisnothingwhichmakesonehigh
andtheother low. Thereisno discrimination
and difference between one and the other.
Accordingto himthereis'only onelanguage
of the heart’; there is only one religion of
love'; thereis'only one caste of humanity'
and there is 'only one God- who is
omnipresent.'

Tagoremakesclear hishumanigticand
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pragmatic gpproachesin hispoem, Wherethe
Mind iswithout Fear Heasachild askshis
countrymen in particular and menin genera
to break the manacles of bondage.

Asan ardent devoteeof God, Tagore
firmly believesthat Heisinfiniteand complete.
To add to or to subtract from Himisavain
hopeand utter flop. Heismanifestinhisinfinite
creationsthat are the objectsof nature.

THY giftsto usmortal sfulfill all our needs
And yet run back to thee undiminished.
(Poem: 75)

From the words of the poet men take
what meanings please them; yet their last
meaning points to thee.

Poem: 75)

Thelight of thy music illuminesthe world.
The life breath of thy music
runs from sky to sky.
Theholy streamof thy music breaksthrough
all strong obstaclesand rusheson.
My heart longs to join in thy song.
But vainly struggles for a voice.
(Poem: 3)

Tagoreisamystic but hismystical
overtonesare different from those of others
like Yeats, Eliot and Whitman for their
theol ogical dogmasand conceptual thoughts.
Hemarksaclear-cut difference from other
mystics, for helovesthejoysof lifeand the
beauties of nature. Helaysemphasison the
soul to purify itsdlf, freeing from materiaism
and commerciaism, prideand hypocrisy.

| shall ever try to keep my body pure,
knowing that thy living touch is upon
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all my limbs.
| shall ever try to keep all untruths out
from my thoughts,
knowing that thou art thou truth which
has kindled the light of reason in my
mind.

(Poem: 4)

His true adoration for Him grows
deeper and deeper and his deep devotion
makeshimthink of himself imaginatively tobe
Hisbeloved, await Hisarrival and seeHim
like Radhafor Lord Krishna. HeadoresHim
asadevotee, abeloved, adisciple, abeggar
maid, afriend or achild.

Tagore delineates human love and
adoration for God aswell astherelationship
between man and God asthe nucleusof his
poetry. Hepresentshisreligion astherdigion
of man and hisloveastheloveof man. His
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reflectionsfocusontheuniversal lovefor man
through Gitanjali under the influence of
Upanishadsand Va shnavaBhakti philosophy.

Gitanjali reflects Tagore'smessage
that to serve manisto servetheDivine. His
philosophy of life is to have humanistic
approach for thewelfare of mankind. Mere
chanting of mantras, counting beads and
offeringincensearenot anindication of true
worship. Work isworship. The song, Leave
thischanting makeshisvisionand mission
Clear.

He is there where the tiller istilling the hard
ground and where the path-maker is
breaking stones. He is with them in sun and
in shower, and his garment is covered with
dust. Put off thy holy mantle and even like
him come down on the dusty soil.

(Poem: 11)

THE APPARENT AND THE REAL
Dr. Suresh Chandra Pande*

| have heard physicists
Experimenting with spectrum
Have seen shadesin Kaeidoscope
But never did | come
Alivetherainbow

Against the backdrop

Of azuresky
Risngfantadticaly
Fromyonder valeys
Skipping over

Now the house-tops
Thenthehorizon

Fading afar...!

* Dept. of English, Govt. College, PO Anandpur,
Nainital
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[llusonsansdluson
The shadow of thelight
By thenight onthelake
Andthedaylongfog
Anawningtolandscape
Thechinar trees

AcrosstheMall
Sidingswiftly

To appear then disappear
By thenight
Teemingdown

Thelamp posts

A perennid recreation
Theapparent or thereal
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TRAVAILS OF A TRANSLATOR

D.Ranga Rao *

"Hello! Mr. Ranga Rao! How are
you?Theother day Mr. T.M. Rao telephoned
to me. He wants the help of atrandator. |
suggested your name. If hecalls, decideon
the merit of the matter to be translated and
takeit up according to your convenience.”

It wasmy mentor and well-wisher, a
pleasant, brief and business-likepersoninhis
dealingswith men and matters.

Thecdl fromMr. T.M. Raodid come.
He was a writer, a critic, a poet and a
trandator. Hewasrunning aliterary journa of
national importanceand wasitsChief Editor.
Hewasmy bosswhen | wasin servicetwo
decadesago. My mentor was Mr. Rao'sboss
whenthey werein service morethan adecade
earlier. | think, dear reader, thelink isclear to
you. | could not say 'no’ to Mr. Rao.

Next day | met Mr. Raoinhisoffice.
A critical appraisal of theworks of agreat
modern Telugu post, tall in statureaswell as
inintellectua attainments, akavi Sanrat and
a Gnana Peeth awardee, an innovative
traditionalist held in great esteem, wasto be
trandated into English for publication aspart
of abook. The trandlation should be ready
withinaweek. Theappraisal, alecture, ran
into40 pagesinsmall print. [twasaprivilege
to be associated with awork of thisnature. It
washardwork but wasdesirable. Onlooking

* Retired Principal & Trandlator, Associate Editor,
Triveni, Hyderabad
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at thescript, | suggested that | would takethe
help of afriend, good at trandation, asthe
time was short and the script long. Mr.Rao
agreed.

On my way back, | glanced at the
'lecture' intheauto. It wasscholarly literary
criticsmmeadeinanequaly scholarly language
and wasin two partsdealing with the poetry
and novels of the great poet in question. |
realized that the transl ation cannot be done
by asinglehandin such ashort timeand the
first part dealing with the poetic talentsof the
poet was beyond me. If necessary, | could
copewith the second part, running into twenty
pages, discussing the novels, as | had
trandated thousands of pages of modern
Telugu proseinrecent years.

| stopped at the residence of the
Telugu scholar whom I hadinmy mindfor the
job. Shewas not in town and would return
only after two days. | wasworried.

After | went homel had atelephone
cal frommy sister-in-law from Gangavathi,
Karnataka Themarriageof my elder brother's
grand-daughter was advanced and would
take place the next day. | had not met my
brother for sometime. Heis96 and ailing. |
must attend the marriage and meet him also.
Train journey was out of question. | could
secure aseat in Raja Hamsa (Royal Swan)
of the Karnataka Road Transport with
difficulty. Thebuswould reach Gangavathi at
sxinthemorning leaving hereat ninethirty in
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the night. The wedding muhurtham (the
auspicious time) was at 10 am. After the
wedding dinner, | left for Koppal, adistance
of two hours from Gangavathi, where my
brother wasresiding. | spent aday withhim
and | eft the next day by the sameRoyal Svan
that night. | wasdead tired.

My co-translator had arrived the
previousnight. | met her personally andtold
her the purpose of my visit. She was
enthusiastic and willing to take up thework
provided | spent sometimewith her everyday
to help her with English. Shetold meproudly
that her husband, aretired bank official, was
aso strong at Englishaswell asher daughter,
asoftware engineer. She said that shewould
trandate direct on her note book laptop so
that timewould be saved. | was happy.

She was a house-maker and busy
with many activities-- recording radio talks,
taking part in T.V. seminars, giving literary
discoursesintheevenings, calling onfriends
and relatives, telephone calls, viewing the
Telugu-Hindi seria without missingasingle
episode and most important of all, attending
on her littlegrandson. Threedayshad passed
without starting thetrand ation work.

Three more days passed and she
couldtrandaeonly threepageswith difficulty.
| found her distraught and completdy lost. The
passagesweretough, eating away into her
brain. The prose passages of the criticism
weremoredifficult totrand atethanthepoems
discussed. Six dayshad beenlost. | thought it
best to start trand ating the novel part so that
the assignment could be completed at | east
by another week. | madealis of difficult words
and expressions (which grew longer and
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longer) not foundinthedictionariesto take
helpfrom my co-trandator.

| too faced the same problem with
thecritical jargon and the poetic prose of the
critic, his prose running into parenthetical
clausesand paragraph sentences. | Ieft blanks
wherever | faced difficultiesto befilled later
and thismethod helped meto progressfast
enough.

My colleague in distress, who was
herself hard pressed for time, would ask me
to meet her at al odd hoursto go through her
trand ation. She would keep her note book
laptop in her lap and type | etter by letter by
bending down on it. She would ask me to
read what she had typed. Sometimes she
wouldreadit out hersdlf. Whilewewerebusy
at work, her husband would st in hisrocking
chair and watch the T.V. from a distance
keeping thevolumehigh. Sometimeshewould
stand before us, hislegs apart, holding the
bulky Oxford Dictionary, reedy to helpuswith
themeaningsof words. On occasons| would
meet my colleague in the evenings on her
regquest and our work would go ontill ten or
tenthirty inthenight. Her husbandwould deegp
off on theterraceforegoing hisfood asthe
hearth was not lighted. | would bereceiving
calsonmy mobilefrom my wifesaying that
food wasgetting cold. Yet | washappy at the
satisfactory progressof thetrand ation work.

Inthepart of the'lecture' | wasdoing,
there were references to Kalidasa and
Bhavabhuti with their slokas or stanzas
followed by the poemsof the mighty poet we
were dealing with. These passages of the
classical poetswere short and brief but vital
in the context of the trandation. My co-
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sufferer had no timeto deal with thispart to
help me. | had to take the help of others. It
wasmidsummer and thesunwasat hishottest
best. It wasthe season for marriages. Holiday's
for children and students. Parentswere out of
station on pilgrimages and were not readily
available. Yet | succeeded in contacting a
retired Principal whowasaPh.D. in Telugu
of the old times and explained to her my
predicament. Shewaswilling to help me but
sad shehad undergoneamajor operationand
wasrecouping. | wasindireneed of immediate
help and so | went to her and showed the
passages. Shetook sometimeto decipher the
thoughts of the critic and said that much can
be said on both sides as the possible
interpretation and advised that | should use
my discretion, taking the context into account.
Asshewasfeding exhausted, | told her that |
would meet her again and | eft, thanking her.

Timewasrunning out and theclassic
poetswere holding up my work. Someyears
ago | had made acquaintance with aretired
Principal of an Oriental College, aPh.D.in
Sanskrit, now eighty six. He was the right
person to catch the mind of the classic poets
and complete my assignment. | telephonedto
himintroducing mysdf and briefly explained
my mission. Hewas happy that | wasdoing
commendable work and asked me to meet
him the next day at eight in the morning.
Another day logt. Hewaswaiting for mewhen
| wenttohim. | gavehimthescript | had taken
withme. Hewa ked to the door with the script
in hand for better light. He removed the
glasses, and tried to read squinting hiseyes
and put the glasses on again. The print was
too small, thelinestoo closeand hiseyestoo
week. My attempt to read the Sanskrit tanzas
to hepthestuation mademattersworse. Then
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| suggested that | would get the script enlarged
and come back. Tomy dismay hesaidina
low voice, "meet metomorrow at eightinthe
morning.” Another day lost. Next day hewas
happy with the enlarged version of the script,
read the proseand the stanzasin Sanskrit and
explained what the great poetsmeant and how
the scholar critic synthesized beautifully the
ideasetc. in hisassessment. | felt pleased.

My co-tranglator had in the mean
while gone through the same passages and
scribbled what she could make out of that part
of the'lecture’ and gave the pieces of paper
containing the half sentences shehad written
and meanings of somewords. Now my job
wasto synthesise thethree versions| had
and write out a sensible tranglation of the
original passagesutilisng therichknowledge
and experience | gained by discussing the
passageswith the scholar teachers.

When | started trand ating thispart of
the'lecture’ discussed above, my P.C. began
to behave queer. Dear reader, | forgot to tell
you that | too started trandating direct into
the P.C. to save time. The system went on
printing red | etters, nothing but red | etters. |
knew only to type but not the technol ogy of
thePC. | caledinmy daughter torectify the
defect. Shetried her hand and gaveup. | had
to wait till the night when my son-in-law
would return homefrom office. Hetoo tried
invain but cleverly created another fileand
the PC. behaveditsdf. Yet another day lost.

My co-trandator completed her part
ande-maileditto Mr. Raoonthetenthday in
thenight at eleventhirty. | lagged behind. |
gavefinishing touchesto my trandation by
reading it over and over again. The next day
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the printer got stuck and I could not takethe
print outs. My daughter e-mailed it to Mr.
T.M.R. a noon.

A week passed uneventfully. | was settling
down to eat my lunch. It was 1 p.m. Mr.
T.M.R. caled me. He congratulated me on
the translation and said it made a very
impressvereading. Thenhesaid, "l want your
passport size photographimmediately. Send
it by e-mail within half an hour," and put the
receiver down.

It wasa Sunday. | had no photograph ready
withme. Evenif | hadit, my daughter wasnot
at hometo send it. Will the photo studiosbe
open on Sundays, that too at noontime?| put
on my shirt to go out and my wifeglared at
measangrily asthesunthat wasbeating down
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white hot outside. The c.c. road and the
concretejungle around wereradiating heat
merrily inthe hot windsblowing over thecity
from the Rajasthan desert, the temperature
recording 43 degreesCelsius. | hadtobuy a
CD. to send the photograph by e-mail and |
bought it at aMarwadi shop nearby. | found
adigital studio open at adistanceto my joy.
The photographer clicked evenbeforel could
smileand fed the CD intothesystem. But the
systemregjected the CD. It wanted aDVD. |
had to go out again and buy aDVD at the
shop and the process ended successfully at
last. My daughter, who had returned home
by then, sent the photograph by e-mail as
desiredby Mr. TM.R. a 2 p.m. providing a
happy ending to thismidsummer trandation

sga

FREQUENT FLYERS

Dr. KumarendraMallick*

Criss-crossthesky,

thetrailsof thesmoke

the sky doesn't treasure -
nothingisleft for aforlorn brother...

Thesailorsinhighsea

ridewavesand roughtides,

anchor from shoreto shore,

but the blue print of their routes

the seahasnot kept in safety locker...
Theinvaders, often cruel though brave,
did not know what isfear

* Poet, Hyderabad
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and entered other'sterritories

withsoldiers, armsand ammunitions.

They plundered theland and | ooted the poor,
yet history has not glorified their
misadventure...

But theone
whosatinglence

under alonetree

without soldiers, weapons,
war planesand ammunitions
hasruled thethreeworlds.
Hestsonthethrone
ineach man'sgolden heart!
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THE LEGACY OF TAGORE

Dr.J. Ravindranath*

Rabindranath Tagore who won the
Nobel prizein 1913isan enduring symbol of
nationalismaswell asInternationalism. Hewas
acosmopolitanwho did not forget hisnationa
roots. Hecombinedin himthe mosaic of arts
suchaspainting, Snging , writing, philosophy
and social reform. His creativity bloomed
outsdethe school andinsdethelap of nature.
His nature was a happy combination of
solitude and public service. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan writes that Tagore's works
"gpesk of thevicissitudesof friendship,the
beauity of love, thepain of desolation, laughter
and tears, terror and delight, the vanity of
human wishes, the pains and heartaches of
unfulfilled desires, thehorror of mord obliquity,
the shameof infamous conduct.”

Hislegacy certainly showsustheway
out of thelabyrinthinwhichwefind oursaves
in. Hisideas on education, nationalism, and
internationdism arerelevant eventoday after
hisdeath seventy yearsago. If Tagorewere
aivetoday, what would hesay regarding our
education system that encourages cut- throat
competition, materiaigtic pursuits, intellectua
parasitism, disappearance of local languages
and unbridled aggressvenessof thelonesuper
power?

Tagorenever liked therigid school
system that stifled the creativity of the
individual. Heliked tolook at the waves of

*  Associate Professor, Dept. of English, GVP
College of Engineering, Visakhapatnam
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the river Padma or dlanting sunlight on a
particular day that awakened hiscredtivity.
Tagore'sfather didn't scold hisson or impose
his ideas on him but asked the boy to
accompany him to see the beautiful

Himalayas. Our present system of education
forces children to get things by heart and
hanker after marks. But Tagore wanted
education not asameansto materialistic
advancement but asindividual enrichment .
He would have felt repelled by the term
'persondity development' whichinthesedays
meanscorporate persondity development. He
would haveregjected the violence embedded
in present system of education which has
becomemerdy atool to thevagariesof world
economy proneto crisisafter crisis-politica

or economic. To Tagore, Education is a
permanent part of the exploration of
adventureof lifeand not atreatment to cure
students of the disease of ignorance but a
function of health, the natural expression of
their mind'svitality.

Inhiswork Reminiscences, he refers
toanincidentinwhichthreepilotsof theBritish
planesbombarding thetribal hamletswere
captured by tribal people. But these pilots
werenot harmed but given hospitality by their
captors. Tagore questions, who are more
civilized-those who came to bombard
innocent villagersor thosewho looked after
those peoplewho cametokill them?

Tagorewasfor dtruism.' Hegaveup
hisentireprizemoney to build Santi Niketan.
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Though hecamefromthefamily of landlords,
hewasuncomfortablelike Tolstoy. Toraise
moremoney toredizehisgod, hehadtoured
the western countries. Like Vivekananda,
Tagore agonized and acted to build hisnation
into a formidableone. Radhakrishnanwrites
that for Gandhi, the measure of man's
greatnessisnot hismaterial possession, but
thetruthinhimwhichisuniversd.

Tagore was not a conformist and
wanted to see , observe and come to
conclusionsthrough hispersona experience
and observation. When everyone was
spreading rumours against Russia, hewent
thereto observe the new experiment going
on there and praised what was great. He
wrote "Letters from Russia' in which he
praised the proletariat but also expressed
concern that the working class might have
thought that one day they need not labour at
all which is not possible. He called the
workersaspillarscarrying thelamp of the
new aivilization.

Tagore'sindependenceof mind was
asoreveded when hegaveupthetitle’Sir'in
protest againgt Jdlianwallabagh Massacre. He
also did not completely support the boycott
of schoolsand collegesby theyoung and the
negative feelings inherent in the non
cooperation movement. Thelegacy of Tagore
wants our intellectuals to raise their voice
againg thetrampling of therightsof tribalsin
the name of mining and the embracing of the
nuclear wegponsas solutionsto our problems
or threats of war. Tagore alive would not
support there ection of negotiation in favour
of violenceand counter violence either by
the State or by the non-state actorsor groups.
In Tagore's heartland rested mercy but not
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hatred for the Muslimsor the British. He
believedin changethrough common senseand
love. Radhakrishnan, our former President
points out that like Gandhi , Tagore had
contributed to the awakening of the
nationalistic spirit and stood against the
cowardice of theweak and arrogance of the
strong.

Nowadaysmany languagesaredying
every day under the influence of English
language. Tagore wanted Indians to learn
modernization not just fromtheBritishbut aso
other cultures --- the French, Germans,
Japaneseetc. If Tagorewereadivetoday, he
would havecertainly felt bad atthe gradual
death of the rich and diverselanguages in
theworld. Hewould have advised usto strive
for true cosmopolitan culturethat fuses the
eementsof African, LatinAmericanandAsan
cultures along with thevirtuesof western
values such as respect towards the public
good, acknowledgement of others'
achievements, accountability, dignity of labour,
intellectua independenceetc.

Nirad Chaudhuri in his article on
Tagorementionsthat Tagorerefused toexcuse
those pundits who criticized him prior to
winning the Nobel Prize but cameto greet
himwith sweetsand flowersafter hebecame
theNobelite. Nirad C. Chaudhuri asopoints
out thedeepanguishfelt by Tagoredueto
the negative feelings of some of his
compatriots to theextent that he wanted
not to bebornagaininthisland . But hissoul
wouldrgjoicewhenit finds how we Indians
arecherishing hislegacy long after hisdeeth.

Tagore'sGitanjali certainly deserves
the Prize for its beauty of feelings, free
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expresson, and powerful apped toredize
eternal truth. He praysto God to strikeat
theroot of penury in hisheart, to make his
head hold high amidst difficultiesand doesn't
want to send death empty handed when it
visitshim. Hislovefor lifewasmatched by
his fearlessness towards death.
Radhakrishnanremarks"Hisreligionisbased
on vision, experience rather than on
Knowledge." To him religion means the
purification of the soul and extinction of the
€go. Many criticscriticizethat today it doesn't
appeal muchin changed conditions. Yeatsand
the West might have found new fashionsto
praise but we find Tagore's legacy more
relevant today than yesterday . Some
remarked that Tagore'swaning popularity
was dueto hasty trandlation of his Bengali
poems by the poet himself under pressure
frompublishers.

Inhis stories like Post office, Kabuliwallah
wefind great humanism. InhisHomeand the
World , wefind how quiet strengthismore
powerful thanviolent revolution. InhisChitra,

onefindsbeauty unsurpassableandinhisnove
Gora, one finds the futility of the divide
between the East and theWest. Hisbooks
suchas Sadhana, Personality, Man reveal
hisprobing into the secret chamber of human
heart. Hiswork on Nationdismisacollection
of articleswhich revealsthe limitations of
nationaism.

Tagorewrites, "Thereis only onehistory, the
history of man. All nationsaremerdly chapters
inthelarger one. Andwearecontentinindia
to suffer for such agreat cause." Tagore's
legacy isnot for Globdization that gobblesup
freedom of smd| nationsandjudtifiesinequity
and Big Brother attitude but ablendof the
best elements of the East and the West and
gives afittingreply toKipling'svain hope. He
and hisworksherad anew civilization based
on peace and unity. Radhakrishnan aptly
remarks that "Tagore's voice was the
conscience of our age. He became a
spokesman and guidefor hisgeneration. He
bequesthed to hiscountry and theworld alife
whichhad nolittlenessabout it."

HE CAME BACK
O.P.Arora*

Hewascrying therewassadnessintheair
bitterly, childishly... everything, everybody looked pierced...
| wentuptohim The Question |ooked absurd.
wantedtoask him | sat with him, patted him, wiped histears...
what had pierced hisheart Hecameback, gradually
what had caused therupture. . . looked at me sheepishly, longingly...

Instead, looked around

* Poet, New Delhi
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He carne back
and moved on
like everybody does, though pierced.

OCT.-DEC. 2012



25

MULTICULTURALISM IN AUSTRALIA
D.Ramakrishna*

AsBobHodgeand Vijay Mishrasay,
"Audtraiawasfounded on adoublegate: the
dispossession of theAboriginal peopleand
the excessive punishment of large numbersof
Britishand Irish peoplemainly fromthepoorer
classes, for crimesagainst the property of the
ruling class." Whileseveral convictswere
massacred in Tasmania, several others
escaped tothemainland. They wereused by
the White British and European settlers as
labour to build Australia. Incourseof time
many convictsacquired respectability asnew
citizens, rearing futurefamilies. Withwaves
of new migrantsfromal over theworldjoining
after discovery of gold at Bdlerat and Bendigo,
Australiahas evolved into amodern nation
on demacratic principles, although without
beingaRepublic, fill owing dlegiancetothe
British Crown.

After arrival of the British and
European migrantsto thenew continentinthe
19th century, there was mass destruction of
theNativeAborigineslikethe destruction of
native Americans in America. Now the
Aboriginal people constitute only a small
proportion of theAustralian population. But
inart and literature, theAborigina creativity
IS being recognized in recent times as a
significant aspect of Australian cultura
production. Infact, theindigenousAustralian
Culture is unique. All other things are
borrowed fromforeign cultures.

* Retired professor of English KakatiyaUniversity,
Warangal and Visiting Professor of Australia
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The Irishrefugeeswereamong the
earliest migrantscoming toAustraliafrom
1841. Thelrish Catholicswerenot alowed
by the English settlers into the schools,
churchesand other ingtitutionsestablished by
them. But the Scottish and Welsh Protestants
fleeing fromtroubleat home could fedd more
at homeon the new continent as settlers.

Thelrishwerefollowed by migrants
from the other partsof theworld around 1851
duringthegoldrush. TheVictoriangoldfields
a Bendigoand Bdlarat, particularly thelatter,
weretherichest in Australia perhaps more
thanthegoldfieldsin CaliforniainAmerica
Morethan half amillion peoplefromItaly,
France, Poland, Germany, America, China
andtheBritishIdescameto Melbournecity.

Therewere anti-Chineseriotswhen
the Chinesecametothegoldfields, but later
therewaslarge scale Chineseimmigration.
State and nationa lawswere enacted to keep
Chinese out and discourage non-Anglo
European migrants. Inthesecond haf of the
twentieth century, the Irish heritage resulted
inmulticulturalismtaking roots.

The White Australian policy got
serious setback in 1959. Although the non-
White ban on immigration was lifted,
Europeans were preferred with a points
system. However, the European migration
dowed downinthe 1970s dueto the advent
of the European Union since Europeanscould
migrateto any European country.
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Morethan 6000Asanmigrantsayear
came to Australia by the 1960s. The new
migrants established their own socia and
cultural organizations. By the 1970swaves
of migrantscamefrom other partsof theworld
duetointernationa conflictsand civil warsin
L ebanon, Cyprusand Chile. Thearrival of
Vietnameserefugeeshy boatsstartedin 1977.
Subsequently refugeesfrom Mdaysaand Sri
Lankatoo came. Middle-classprofessionals
from South Asian countrieslikelndiaand Sri
Lanka started coming in the 1980s under
skilled migration programmes. Since 2000,
the Chineseand I ndian migrantsoutnumbered
thosefrom Britain. Now Chinaand Indiaare
treated by the Government of Australiaas
important market for itsproducts.

Asnew wavesof migrantscameand
Australia evolved into a modern nation,
multiculturdismhasbeen dedared asitsofficd
policy. LikeAmerica Audtralia dsois sdad
bowl of cultureswith Chrigtianity asmgjority
religionand English astheofficia language.
Oneinevery tenAustraliansissaidtobea
White Supremacist.

TheAugrdiaMulticulturd Policy has
been stated in the official website of the
Australian Government's Department of
Immigrationand Multiculturd and Indigenous
Affars TheMulticultura Policy embracesthe
"Australian-grown customsand heritage of
indigenousAudtraians, early settlers, andthe
diverse range of migrants now coming to
Ausdtrdia It supportstheright of Australians
tomaintain and celebrate, withinthelaw, their
culture, languageor religion. All Australians
areexpected to havean overriding loyalty to
Australiaand its people, and to respect the
basi ¢ structuresand principlesunderwriting
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our democratic society. These are the
Constitution, Parliamentary democracy,
freedom of speechandreligion, Englishasthe
national language, theruleof law, acceptance
andequality”. ThePolicy emphasizes"civic
duty", "respect for each person’, "recognition
of differencewithtolerance", "socia equity”,
"benefitsfor al fromproductivediversity.”

Nationalism is geographical
conglomeration of ethnicgroupslivingtogether
and havinganidentity different fromthar home
countries. Ethnicity derivesfromthecommon
history and traditionsof aspecificgroup. The
Audrdian"Nationd identity" will beachieved
if thereiscommon interest among the ethnic
groupswhile preserving their ownindividua
cultural traditions. Infact, themigrantsare
happy to spend their livesmixing their family
traditionswith novd rituals, barbecues, footy
matches, and Austraian Idol liveshows.

Although there is no coercive
assmilation, acertain degree of homogeneity
takesplaceamong citizensintermsof living
style, communicationin Englishlanguageand
work place cultureasgenerationspass. The
Australian multiculturalism is complex,
balancing separateness of the ethnic groups
and cohesion of the society as a whole.
Compared with the other advanced Western
indudtrid countries Audrdiaisdifferentinthe
relatively large volume of immigration and
settlement. But the peopleof British descent
aredtill amajority. Despite the presence of
multiplerdigionsof ethnic groups, themgority
of over 20 million strong population are
Christian. The new arrivals of settlers
encouraged by multiculturalism extend beyond
the country'sborderstothemigrants countries
of origin. Suchlinkswould contributetothe
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devel opment of strong politica and economic
relaions. Almost oneinfour Australianswas
born overseas, one in five has an overseas
parent and onein twenty isof Asian origin.
And Australiais inhabited by people who
speak more than 300 languages while the
officid languageisEnglish.

AsFiske, Hodgeand Turner maintain,
culturegrowsout of thedivisionsof society,
not itsunity. "1t hasno work to construct any
unity that it has, rather than smply celebrate
an achieved or natural harmony." Inthis
sense multicultural societieslikeAmerica,
Augrdiaand Indiaareembeattled congructions
of unity in any historical moment. AsBob
Hodge and Vijay Mishra assert,
multiculturdismis"akind of culturd mgpwhich
acknowledges diversity without losing sight
of the specific histories of themulticultura
project.” Theindividual ethnic groupsnot
only remain cohesivewithin an overarching
society, but keep upther nativecultures. They
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act asbridges between the countries of their
origin and the country of their settlement.
According to John Frow, multiculturalismin
Australia is not primarily a cultural
phenomenon but framed by aset of srategies
of nationformation and by thepolitiesof Agan
regionalism.” Hearguesthat unliketheU.S,,
New Zealand and Canada, "Australia has
substantial racid, linguistic or cultural unity.”
Despite"Cultural Asanness', Audraiasown
largely European cultural traditionscontinue
to be present today. Ghasan Hage examines
White reactionsto one of the most diverse
immigration programmestheworld has seen.
He concedes that subsequent to the
emergence of multiculturalism in the mid-
1970s, "Audtrdiawasanation wherevarious
cultural groupscoexistedinonebig ‘family'."
In the present times cultural attitude is
prevadent a thelevd of thepeople, belonging
tovariousethnic groupsintermsof Englishas
thelanguageof communication, livingstyleand
interaction among themin day-to-day life.

SUPREME MAN

G.NarasmhaMurthy *

Play agamewith ferociousdegth
Onthedeath of serpent'stail

Warrior only knowingly steps
Regaesand playsvigoroudy with death

Inthe cradleof dragon'sdeath

Sing sensationd song hilarioudy

Add oy and honesty to reach destiny
Not to allow the death to cross across

* Poet in Telugu and English
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Winthelifeback fight with death
Neither rebound nor retreat

Inthefighting ring of lifeturn not thefoot
Never surrender to defeat

Raisehot chest even at cold tomb

Stop not fight close even to bomb
Clenchthereinsof death

Mightily chase off beyond earth

Get ready ever, wingsopensfacon
Challengesmake SupremeMan
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BIG AND SMALL

History speaks of big events.
Biographies speak of big deeds. The
newspapersheadlinebig news. Thisisabig
matter, be attentive; that isasmall matter, do
not bother: thisisthe usual approach.

But lifeisnot madeof bigthingsadone.
Sometimeshistory speaksof smdll thingsand
that isinteresting. A battleislost for ashoe-
nail. Biographies, when they speak of tiny
meatters, arenot lessinteresting. Ngpoleonwas
affected emotionally on the battlefield at a
dog'sdistress. A great truth of human nature
isrevededinthistrifling matter. Theheadlines
of the newspapersattract thereadersfirst, but
after afew minutes, the smaller itemstake
away moretimeof theirs. Andwhen acertain
matter isput before usashbig that should get
more attention than another, asmaller one, it
may be a question of different judgments,
temporary valuesand personal affectations.

For eventhisisnot certain: what is
big, what issmdl?1tisthenotionsof quantity,
Size, space, time, etc., that go to determine
thebignessor smalness. WhereastheDivine
has bestowed the same care and energy-
consciousnessinthemaking of anant asin
themaking of an elephant. Yet, living, aswe
do, inthe habitsof bignessand smallness, by
habit again we give more attention to the
traditionaly established big thingsthantothe
smilarly convention-based smdl things. This
isoneof theresultsof thedivisivefaculty of
human mind. Thebigand small areput into
separate gpartments and treated differently

Thisleadsto ananomaly most of the
time. A person of big acts and behaves
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differently insmal matters. A leader whorises
tosaveanationin crisisfallstoguidewhen
thecrisisisover. An able public manisnot
able at home. A philosopher acts with his
family membersand friendsdifferently than
what he hastaught in hisbig philosophy. Why
does it happen so? Because there is no
integration of the personality. A student gets
ready for examinationtime; heworkshardto
pass the tests and scores atop position but
later hefumbles. Because he has passed his
examination in a state of tension, he has
regarded it asabig event and geared himself
up toit with unusual care. Later he doesnot
carefor hisnormad studieswhich heconsiders
tobeasmall matter.

That is the general humanity. The
exceptional persons, those who taketo the
disciplineof self-perfection, do notignorethe
small actsandthingsat al. For them, itisnot
so much a question of big or small as an
attitude towards life, the consciousnessin
which one lives. The seeker of the higher
consciousness does not distinguish between
thebigand thesmall onaconventiond basis,
but onbasisof ahigher guidancewhichmakes
him choose between different works and
things. Theresult isthat whatever hedoes, be
itbigor small inordinary human eyes, hedoes
itwiththesamelove, careand consciousness.
Those who have seen the Mother at work,
know it well.

Small isbeautiful. Smdl isimportant too.
From the Editor's Desk

Courtesy :Sri Aurobindo'sAction,
July 2012
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UNIVERSAL CONVOCATION (SNATAKOTSAVAM)

Ramakrishna Rao Gandikota*

All the students and teachers might
have attended or at least heard about the
ceremonia convocationsheldinour umpteen
universties year after year, conferring degrees,
diplomas and medal sto the studentscoming
out of the portalsof learning and entering into
anew phaseof life.

This Shatakotsavamisasold asthe
Upanishidic Period. "\Wata-ardham Shaati-
iti Snatakah". Onewho takesaceremonial
bath in order to prepare onesalf for aVow. In
Hindu Wedding too, we come across the
ceremony of natakam, withwhichthebride-
groom'sroleinthemarital ritual starts.

In good olden days of Upanishadic
period thelearners, princesor paupers, used
togotogurukulas, which existed inforests
far from the homely comforts. That ishow
Lord Krishna and Kuchela (Sudhama)
became class mates in the gurukula. The
Guru and the Gurupatni werevirtua parents
to al the students. In addition to various
Sastrasthetrueart of living peacefully was
imparted to the studentsin those days.

After completion of the course, after
about 12 years, when the guru felt that the
student was competent to enter into grihasta-
asram, the ceremonial Snatakam was
performed. In Taittiriya Upanishad we have
aclear pictureof teaching - learning process,
and teacher - taught relationship.

* Retd. Principal, Kakinada
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Theinvocation beginningwith Samno
mitrah means "May Mitra (The Sun) be
blissful tous... May Varunabeblissful to us.
May Aryan beblissful to us. May Vishnu, of
long strides, beblissful to us, May He protect
theteacher. Om peace, peace, peace." This
invocation is recited in order to avert the
impedimentsto theacquisition of knowledge.

The most popular Santipatha Sahanaa
vavatu means

May He protect us both together.
May He nourish us both together.
Let our study be brilliant.

May we not cavil at each other.
Om peace, peace, peace.

How ennaobling are these sentiments! The
teacher and the taught are not treated
independently. Thewords weand usareused
intheinvocations.

In Skshavalli of Taittiriya- Upanishad, the
teacher givesthefollowing advice:

Righteousness and learning and teaching
areto be practiced.

Truth and learning and teaching

areto be practiced.

Austerity and learning and teaching
areto beresorted to

Control of the outer senses and learning
and Teaching are to be practiced.

Control of the inner organs and learning
and teaching are to be resorted to.
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Having taught the Vedas, the
preceptor impartsthispost - ingructiontothe
students. Speak the truth.Practice
righteousness.Make no mistake about the
study.Do not cut off the line of progeny.
There should be no deviation fromrighteous
activity. There should be no error about
protection of yourself. Do not neglect
propitious activities. Do not be careless
about learning and teaching.

Further the Guru adviseshisdisciplestofollow
theingtructionsserioudly.

There should be no error in the duties
towards the gods and manes (Pitrus).

Let your mother be goddess unto you.

Let your father be a god unto you.

Let your teacher be a god unto you.

The works that are not blame worthy are
to be resorted to, but not the others.
Those actions of ours that are
commendable are to be followed by you,
but not the others.

Asahouse holder when you offer something

Offer with honour
Do not offer with dishonour,

Kkk

The offering should be according to one's
prosperity.

The offering should be made with modesty.
The offering should be with awe.

The offering should be madein afriendly
way.

Do we hear such ennoblingwordsin
the present day system of education, which
entirely revolvesround money? Theoneand
the only purpose of education appearsto be
making money (not earning, please). Thevery
begetting of children appearsto be, to make
them engineers, that too software engineers,
to deport them to U.S. and the parents to
languish donein slenceand solitudeat home
or stay with similar peoplein old agehomes.
No sentiments. No human values. No
attachments. Just growth of career and hunt
for dollars. Whereisthe peace?

Asaparent and ateacher | blamethe
parentsfor thisstuation. From childhood, the
boy isinstructed that theonly god inlifeis
going to US or UK or Australia and settle
there and lead a luxurious life. The young
generationisbeing dienated from our sacred
land (Karma Bhumi), language, and cultural
ethos. What apity! Let uspray for dawn of
good days.

Dasarath M anjha, avillager of Gehlot in Bihar with hishammer sickle cut apassage
inthemountain which took 22 years. Hehad to sell hisgoatsto buy thehammer and sickle. It
cleared adistance of five kms. to reach the nearest placein the town. Peoplelaughed and
ridiculed him and called him mad when he started doing this! 1t showswhat one man cando

with highmotivation.

Whenwright brothersannounced that they would invent and send an aeroplaneinto
the sky peoplelaughed and ridiculed. EventheNew Yark Timeswrotean editorial ridiculing
them. Wherethefirst aeroplan went into the sky at aplace called kittihawk, only four people

were present!
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ARE WE ON THE RIGHT TRACK?
Yalamudi.K *

With atelling title"Whither India"
Pandit Nehru wrote an article before
independence. Thosewerethedaysof colonia
rule. Naturaly, thestuation of thecountry was
not inthemanner, asonewould loveto seeit.
After many sacrifices, that too with aunique
protest mechanismIndiagot self-rule. Atryst
with destiny was made. Aspirations soared.
A great democratic experiment began with
many teething problems. The basic
contradiction betweenthemassiveilliteracy
of the people of huge numbers, (withamind
boggling variety at that) and the successful
democratic foundation was resolved. How
was it achieved? There are some, who
maintainthat it wasamiracle. Itisnot correct
to belittlethem, by dismissing it out of hand.
Giving duealowanceto such abelief, given
thecomplexity of thetask that wasachieved,
at onetimeor other, onehastofind out, redly
how theleadersof thosetimescould doit.

Yes, there was Nehru, a towering
personality at thehelm. Did hedoit alone?
Hedid not. If anyone attemptsto attributeall
the credit to him, Nehru would not have
accepted it. Hisintellectua caliber andinner
assuranceof such depth that hewasaways
acut above others. So, unlike the present
breed of leadership, he would not have
demanded all thelimelight for himself. He
would havewillingly shared thegreater credit
withthemany leedersdownthelineand across
thepolitica spectrum.

* English Lecturer, SR& BGNR College, Khammam
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It would beunfair to assumethat the
entirepolitical leadership of thosetimeswas
out and out above board. For sure, therewere
black sheep. But, they werevery few and far
between. The great mgjority of those, who
wereat thehelm, inthefirst few decades of
independence, were certainly men of moral
merit, withagreater political convictionand
commitment. That could be one possible
reason, why they carried convictionwith the
massesand could achievewhat wasseemingly
impossible. The peopletrusted them, insuch
an abundant measurethat they felt surethat
the nation was in the safe hands.
Dr.Rammanohar Lohiaand Pandit Nehru,
much separated them. But intermsof integyrity,
love for the nation, concern for the poor
peopleand aboveadl thehedthy parliamentary
traditions that they strove to establish and
secure nonewas second to another. Not only
thesetwo, therewasagalaxy of them.

When it comes to the present day
redlity, arewethat surethat weareled by the
lot that can be trusted, let alone to be
followed?Asan example, et ustake Kapil
Siba. Heisan articulateand ableminister in
the central cabinet, that too alegal luminary
to boot. What did he say about thelossin 2G
spectrum scam? He spoke more like a
defense lawyer, than aresponsible cabinet
minister keeping thelarger nationa interests
abovethe partisan palitics. Thereisawaysa
puzzling /troubling question. Did he spesk that
way withthepermission of thePrimeMinister
Dr.Sngh?
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Atthispoint, onelovesto out stretch
one's imagination a bit and conjure up an
apocryphal context. Had Pandit Nehru asked,
oneof hisministersto defend acase asK apil
Sibal did, did anyone oblige Nehru? One's
hunch is that none would have done so. If
pressed hard, onewould haveresigned. More
than that, oneiscock surethat Nehruwould
not have madethat kind of demandinthefirgt
place. It isnobody'sintention to imply that
Dr. Singhdid permit, muchless, did encourage
Kapil Sibal to do so. Giventhefunctioning of
the UPA-2, there is confusion about the
command gtructure. Therefore, oneissureand
lesssureabout athing at the sametime.

Expectedly, thepolitician'sdefenseis,
they arenot theonly people, whosemord fiber
isbrittle. Inevery sphereof nationd life, they
contend, thesituationismoreor lesssame. It
isan argument, which looks correct on the
faceof it. Therefore, it does not make sense
tosingleout thepolitical breed. Yes, itistrue,
muchisamisseverywhere. But, thepaliticians
are so pointed out becauseit isthey who have
done much to damage the system both by
omissions and commissions. They have
damaged theingtitutionsof democracy, whose
vibrancy speaksfor itself thevery quality of
the polity, by abusing the power and setting
bad precedentsin the process. Giventhetop-
down percolation of value system and the
hegemony of theruling cultural ethos, thereis
amessall about.

Thistop-down model isanintegral
part of our social lifefor centuriestogether.
Thedemocratic experiment, which hasbeen
going on for sometime past, ismaking the
feeble attempts to promote the bottom -up
approach. Still, itisnot that powerful to call
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the shotsfor umpteen reasons. Assuchitis
thepolitica leadershipthat hastotakelead to
turn a new leaf in the otherwise gloomy
scenario. Why should they take lead? The
answer issmple. Inademocratic polity, any
day, it is the political leadership that can
decisively represent and mould the public
opinion.

Isit acase of passing the buck and
sttingidieonthe part of others? Certainly, it
isnot likethat. Logically speaking, theroleof
othersistherein making the scenario, abit
worseand much morecomplex. So, dl have
an equal stakein putting the system on the
proper track. Itissimply aquestion of who
should beinthefront lineand who should be
intherear. Hence, it goeswithout saying that
there is an urgent need for national
introspection. Already, AnnaHazare has set
theball rolling. One hasto quicken the pace
of it. Any attempt on the part of anyoneto put
spokesontheway, for any reason, isagreat
disservicetothenational regeneration. Itisin
order inthiscontext tolook at the question,
wheredothevocd sectionssandinthiscrucid
task? The phrase"vocal sections' hasbeen
intentionally employed in the place of
"intellectual s’ for the simplereason that an
intellectual isadouble edged sword. Oneis
not sure, how that weapon works. Inthecase
of vocd sections, that danger isnot that sharp.
They too can be self-centered, but, if anidea
catches on they can be banked upon to a
certain extent.

A single example is enough to
underscorethe sorry sateof affairsof theday.
The "HUNgaMA"report of the Nandi
Foundation, which wasreleased afew days
back, graphically, put before the nation the
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gravity of malnutrition of children, that too at
anage, whenitshould beavoided at dl costs.
42% of under-fivesare the worst hit. The
logical consequenceof it isstunted growth.
Soitisthereinfull glareamongthem. The
sectionsthat are vulnerableto thisimmense
injustice are, naturally the underdog of the
society, including theminorities. Thisreality
does not trouble the powers that be to the
degreewarranted. Thereisagreater worry
about the dight decreasein growth ratefrom
8107 percent. Therefore, theNobel Laureate
Prof. Amartya Senis naturally upset at the
prioritiesof the policy makers. With aproper
policy mix, heissure, itiseven possibleto
achieve morethan 12% growth rate. But, it
doesnot by itself help solvethe problem of
malnutrition. It requiresadifferent approach
atogether. Sadly, it isabsent.

Therefore, the question which stares
at usis what istobedone?Isitwiseto assume
that al of asudden, akin to an epiphany, the
politica leadershipwould changeand cleanse
thesystem?Asthingsstand today, itisafond
hope. Yet, the compulsions of democratic

politicswould definitely forcethepolitical class
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to dowhat isexpected of it, provided there
isastrong civil society pressure. To exert that
force, at personal level onehasto bemorally
upright and legally correct. It isatoughtask
indeed. Itissaid that "charity beginsat home.
Keeping thisinmind, Abdul Kalamji, our
ex-president is very particular about this
approach to dispel the gloom that has
enveloped us.

Without doubt, thelimitationsof time
and space limit the human condition. It is
equally truethat the structural impediments
aretheretoreckonwith. Yet, itispossibleto
break through the dim clouds of pessimism,
if concerted and committed effortsareat play
consistently fromall the concerned quarters.
Inthiscontext, itwould befitting to remember
theclasscwordsof Edmund Burk an English
politician, withagresat gift of gab. Hesad "All
that is necessary for Evil to triumphisfor
Goodmentodonothing”. Hence, if something
isstarted, at somepoint, with apostiveframe
of mind, thereisahopefor abetter tomorrow.
Isit an attempt at hoping against hope? In
conclusion, onehopes, itisnot hopeof that
sort.

MANAND MATHEMATICS
LateSri S. Krishnamachary *

Walking, running, step by step

One, two, three, four, five,

Incovering heightsinleap andjump,
It'sMathematicswhich makesmanthrive.

In purchase, sale, or transaction,
Steering, winding, speeding, indrive,

In planning and day to day interaction,
[t'sMathematicswhich makesmanthrive.

* Poet, Hyderabad
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Inthinking, questioning and answering;
Evenfor villainousactsto contrive;

For scientific progresswhilestriving,
It'sMathematicswhich makesmanthrive.

In athletics, sportsand games,
It'sgeometrical shapeindl formsalive;
Insymphony, rhythm, symmetry indl frames,
It'sMathematicsthat makesmanthrive.
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A STUDY OF THE SYMBOLISM IN MICHAEL ONDAATJE'S
THE ENGLISH PATIENT

ChitraKrishnan*

Writers employ various literary
techniquesto express meaning that enables
their readers to understand and appreciate
their works. Anexpert use of literary devices
likeimagery, metaphors, idioms, smilesand
symbolisngivesrichnessand darity tothetext,
and evokesemotions. Theterm 'symbolism'
that evolved from the word 'symbol’ is of
French, Russanand Belgianoriginandwasa
latenineteenth-century styleusedin poetry and
other arts.

In literature, symbolism is used to
enhancethestory by bequeathing meaningto
the writing beyond what is actually being
described and isthe ultimate 'degper meaning'
that the author is trying to convey. It isa
microcosmic representation of athemeinthe
story. Symbolsexemplify rich meaningsthat
are diverse, complex, and frequently
predicated on metaphorical associationsthat
affirmasimilarity between different contexts
that normally can not be connected. They
express indescribable concepts, abstract
ideas, and complex emotiond sgnificationsthat
areotherwisedifficult tocommunicate. Like
symbols, imagery too createsavivid picture
for readersand both prevail in political and
religious contexts as they allow multiple
understandings and appeal to a broad
audience. Bothimagery and symbolismare
techniquesto help thereader comprehendthe
author'smessagemoreessily.

* Dept. of Humanities & Social Sciences, College
of Engg., AndhraUniversity, Visakhapatnam
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The concept wasrapidly adopted by
postmodern Diaspora writers to help the
reader understand the structure of their novels
from amore metaphysical aspect. Diaspora
writersare peoplewho liveoutsdether native
landsfromwhichthey aredisplaced and use
symbolismextensvely to project theformation
of identitiesin order to communi cate meaning
andestablishrelations. In Chrigtianfaith, the
fall of Satan from heaven and mankind's
separation from the Garden of Eden
metaphoricaly signify aseparationfrom God
whichinitself conditutesadiagporic Stuation.
Michael Ondaatjeisaprolific Diasporawriter
who uses symbol sto associate hisworkswith
the scripturesand artsto indicate the higher
order of spirituaity. Hisaward winning novel
TheEnglish Patient (1992) uses meaningful
symbolslikethedesart, theltdianvilla famous
worksof art andlegendary artists, and severd
referencesfromthebibletolend greater depth
and lifeto the characters of the book.

This novel tells the story of four
different people'sexperiencesand how they
cametolivetogetherinasmall villainItaly
duringWorldWer 11. It dedlswiththegradudly
revealed histories of an English accented
Hungarianwhoiscriticaly burnedinafiery
plane crash whilecrossing the SaharaDesert
during WWI1 and he is looked after by a
Canadian nurse. He lives along with a
Canadian-Italian thief, and an Indian sapper
in the British Army who come to forge an
unlikely family, and together discover the
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secrets of their respective pasts, and the
emotiona woundsthey share. Thenove is
replete with symbolism, isexemplary for
research, and the startling inter-textual
imagery, mythsand worksof art combineto
develop and elucidatethe main theme of the
novel. Ondaatje masterfully uses metaphors
and symbolsto communicatemeaninginissues
suchasdestruction, identity, escape, unity, and
lovewhichrdatetothenovd. Thenovd opens
withaman faling from aburning planewith
'hishead onfiré muchlike John Milton's Setan,
hurled"headlongfromth' ethered sky." Inthe
novel, apocalypse is not a catastrophe
awaiting humanity but an event that hasareedy
taken place and continues unabated. The
wounded patient isoften referred to asbeing
a 'corpse’, his body functioning as an
allegorical fragment, a living emblem of
catastrophethat affectsmankind indifferent
ways.

The English Patient is packed with
referencesof not only Christianity but of other
faiths aswell. The omnipresent 'Fire' isan
essentia imageof Buddhismandisassociated
not only with war but also with lovesuch as
theloveaffair between Katharineand Almasy
that develops around the desert fire and
between Kip and Hana. Thesymbol of fireis
aso portrayed asbeing destructiveasseenin
Almasy'spassionaterel ationship culminating
inafiery fal when heplummetsin ablaze of
fireinthedesert.

Recurring religious citations further
enhancethe symbolicimport asseenin Hana
comparingtheleanand gaunt hipsof theEnglish
patient to thethin hipbonesof Christ. Asshe
"wets awashcloth and holding it above his
ankles squeezesthe water onto him" itisa
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reference to Christ who received similar
treatment from afemale'sinner who "stood
at hisfeet behind himweeping, and beganto
wash hisfeet with tears, and did wipethem
withthehairsof her head, and kissed hisfedt,
and anointed them with the ointment™ (Luke
8:38).

Thedisplay of symbolism continues
withthedlusionto Chrigt's'last supper' when
theltalianthief Caravaggiotearsoff asection
of bread and Hana supplies "the carafe of
wine" procured from monks. Ondaetje adopts
the idea of the Resurrection and its
concomitant imagery using a variety of
methods and characters. When Kip climbs
downthewd| and"dosedthelidover himsdf”,
itiscomparableto Christ'sentombment, and
when "He came out of the well" it clearly
depicts Resurrection. Thetime betweenthe
Resurrection and theAscensionissaidto be
forty dayswhichisaso the name of aroad
Almasy travelswiththe Bedouins. Duringthe
courseof hiswork, when Kipfliesto Naples
with histwelvefellow sappers, they become
"thedity of twelve," thetwelve beingabiblica
expression employed by Gospel writers.
Although Kip'sfaithisthat of aSikh, heis
seen as a harbinger of the Christian
apocalypsefor while he does not adhereto
Christianity, heisfascinated with Christian
religious artwork and drawn to statues of
Chrigtian holy figures. During thedaytime he
imperils his life by defusing dangerous,
complicated bombs and at night he takes
refugein "the coldness of acaptured church
and found a statue for the night to be his
sentinel." Ondaatje constructs apanoramic
religiousframework withwidespread mythica
sgnificance.
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Theauthor isa soinfluenced by the
profound biblical imagery of John Milton's
Paradise Lost which is an extensive
elaboration of Christian myth, seen when
Almasy catalogues the different existing
sandstorms in a scene similar to Milton's
extensive identification of demons. Satan
(Almasy) infectsEve's (K athering's) dreams
seen when she awakesfrightened next to her
husband exactly as Eve awakeswith astart
nexttoAdam. Thus, dl theeventsinthenove
are indicative of a higher order than that
experienced by theinhabitantsof thevilla.

Animportant and recurring symbol in
the novel is the 'ltalian Villa housing the
protagonists. The Villa correspondsto the
desert without boundarieswhere peoplefrom
different nations cometogether seeninthe
convergenceof the protagonistsof disparate
nationdities. Their livesareasdry asthearid
terrainfor each character issearching for the
elixir of life. Thevillasdilapidated condition
duetothewar issymbolic of desthandrebirth.
When Hana attemptsto plant beansin one
corner of thewild gardenwithout fear of being
killed by unexploded mines, it shows her
newfound zeal inlife, "In spite of theburned
earth... light." Suchanimagenot only mirrors
the spiritua rebirth of thevillasinhabitants,
but a sotheir symbolic brotherhoodinthewar-
ravaged world.

Ondaatje endowsthe 'desert’ inthe
nove with great symbolic Sgnificanceandis
imperativeto the development of theplot. The
desert parallels with the English patient's
identity for itisvast and ever changing with
thewind, encompassing variousaspectswhich
cannot be easily mapped. Almasy develops
hishatefor nationsinthedesert andit becomes
hisfavourite placesinceitisinhabited by a
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few peoplemaking it 'nationless for it hasno
boundaries and people can be free. The
abundant desert imagery of the Old Testament
showsthat the desert wasundeniably 'aplace
of faith' as seen in the case of the historical
Isradlites. When Almasy crashesin the desert
sands, membersof anomadic Bedouintribe,
suggestiveof thechildrenof Israel, administer
hedingoilstosavehislife. Inatimeof extreme
emotional stress Almasy says that "it is
important todiein holy places. That wasone
of the secretsof thedesert.” Thedesertisthus
portrayed not only asabarren place but also
asagpacethat transformslives. Not only the
landscape, but even works of art too
contribute to the play of symbolism in the
nove.

Thegreat literary and graphic works
of art of Western civilization along with
legendary people also help the narrativeto
serve as mirrors in which the characters
understand themselves and their inter-
relationships. Ondaatje associates
Caravaggio's painting of David with the
Head of Goliath with the Italian-Canadian
thief who has the unlikely name of David
Caravaggio and who had been captured and
mutilated by a man named Ranuccio
Tommasoni. Thisdetall isimportant for it was
the same name of theman for whose murder
thehigtorical Caravaggiowasin hiding under
adeath sentence at the time he painted the
famous David with the Head of Goliath.
Thewallsof theupstairsbedroomsarepainted
with crumbling frescoesshowing gardenswith
trees and fountains, and even the building
evokestheltdian Renaissanceof theMedicis.
The entire novel is thus saturated with
references to churches, monasteries, and
nunneries.
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However, Ondaatje's use of the
intricatereligiousstructureis'imagistic,’ and
in The English Patient, symbolism is an
important aspect to provide a better
understanding of the issues such as
destruction, identity, escape, unity, andlove.
Although the characters are not always
Chridtian, their engagementsof religiousissues
combinewith the unending reproduction of
Christian mythol ogy. Therecurring symbols
andimagery of Fire, Desert, Water and Wind
areskillfully linkedtothecharacterstohelpin
theunderstanding of thetext, and arecrucia

Kkk

37

to the structure and devel opment of the plot.
Thenovd isthusamesmerizingwork of fiction
that is ssimultaneously mysterious, poetic,
spiritual and romantic. Postmodern fiction
tendsto borrow conceptsand ideas, aswell
asiconsand symbolsfromtheBibleand other
religious works and Ondaatje is a typical
postmodernwriter who hasdemondtrated this
in hisaward winning novel. Hisfiction has
been highly acclaimed for its spellbinding
narrative inventiveness and its richness of
imagery and symbolism.

THE CORPORATE CHAQOS

K.V.V. Subrahmanyam*

Whenthegreat world spinsforever
Downtheringing groovesof change,
Toownoneserrors, onewill never never,
Through lifesundulating sojourn andtilting
range;

Yet we havebuttery and bitter thingsto savour.
Theart of lifeisnot atic but constant change,
However much onemay feignto begullible
andclever.

Themarketsburst with packaged foods,
Toticklethe palate, with eye catching ads,
To dump on theignorantiareadymade goods,
With dogan of 'buy onetaketwo' and such
fads.

* |.PS(Retd.), Former Secretary, Home Dept. Govt.
of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad
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The small shopkeeper isgiven adisdainful
look,

Henolonger figuresinthebuyer’slist,
Hehasto retreat into acranny and nook,
Shroudedindugt, filthand muddy mist.

The corporateworldtellswinnerstakeall,
In many anair conditioned and well decked
mall,

Despitestock marketssignalsof riseand fall,
Thrust down the consumer'sthroat both bat
andball,

For the cynic and the antiquarian, its all
wormwood and gall,

Alas! We endeavour amidst chaosto stand
firmandtall.

The difference between school and life? In school, you're taught a lesson and then given
atest. In life, you're given a test that teaches you a lesson.

TRIVENI

Tom Bodett

OCT. -DEC. 2012



38

NORTHERN AFRICA AND THE MAGHRETS
(from Unwinding Threads by African Women Writers.)

SK.Mangammal Chari*

Charlette H. Bruner opines North
Africanfictionisdifferentinsettingand so it
isoftenignoredinthe collection of African
literature.'Maghret' literdly meansthe setting
sun. Thisstandsfor Mudim dominated culture
which extendsfrom West to North Africaand
EastintoMiddleEast.

Womenwritersintheseareasareless
known in Europe and America. Women's
position in these countrieswas discussed at
the United Nations Decade of Women
Conference. Only recently North African
women'swritingshave becomeaccessibleto
Westerners. A few women areraising their
voicethrough their writings, somein French
andmoreinArabic. IntheFiftiesAlber Memi
of Tunisia, Mohammed Dib of Algeriaanda
few men from Moracco, portrayed the
peasant stock, ignorant of the facts of the
changes brought by war and migration.
Though these men writers showed sympathy
while portraying, they were mainly about
individua womenand loca problems.

A few women settled in French
gpeaking areasin North Africacould publish
their writingsin their known languagewhile
Iragi andAlgerianwritersded with conditions
of women at thebiological surviva leve; the
writers from Egypt and Lebanon, were
concerned with the problem of upward

* Writer, Hubsiguda, Hyderabad
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socioeconomic and educational mobility. A
few Egyptian women had showntheir protest
againg theinequality of women.

InsomeMudimareasintheMiddle
East, new constraints were imposed upon
womenwriters. They weresecluded and were
silenced by theArab World. Butin Maghreb
region the status of women is as narrators
and singersof folklore. Inspite of themen's
domination women remainthetransmittersof
historica valuesand of art. FadhamAmroche
based her novelson the Kabyle culture of her
family background by combining French
novel- Format with thetraditiona pattern of
her North African heritage.

Southern Africa

During the 1980sit wasdifficult for
any creative writers and artists to find an
audience. The male writers were in exile.
Under the apartheid threats of harassment,
censorship, housearrestsand imprisonment,
it wasimpossiblefor them to even think of
writing fiction or poems. DennisBrutushad
towriteat Robben Island - Prison ontoilet
papersunder pseudo names.

Limited education and malnutrition
were other causes for blacks to live in
separation which added to their woes. Many
Black Women suffered dueto subjugationin
domestic serviceand scarcity of funds. Rardly
any womenwrote. But several womenlike
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Mirium Tlale of Soweto have published
poems, short stories and articles. Though
Mirium'sfirst story wasbanned, criticism of
Amelia House appeared in print. Olive
Shriener, at the beginning of the 20th century
raised her voicefrom South Africa, impressing
womenin UK and USA onwomen'srights.
Her short storiesnamed 'dramas reflect her
religious upbringing and stresson women's
need towork, to createfreely.

Doris Lessing's stories mirror the
inequality of the society. The later novels
known for her understanding of women's
ISSues, got internationd recognition. Asacritic
Nadir Gardiner isan advocatefor the black
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writersof her society for their oppressonand
theinhuman treatment meted out to them.

BeseHead, inherfiction, revealsher
own sufferingsasacoloured South African,
shunned and driven away from her country
deprived of hearing but teaching andlearning.
Her sketches of Botswana village women
became popular.

Other South African womenwriters
gradudly gained ground after facing obstacles
and frustration to expresstheir views. Their
outcry isworth hearing. Finally it brought
I ndependenceto South Africain 1994 when
Mandelabecamethe President.

ASIMPLE,EXEMPLARY CHIEFMINISTER

Manohar Palikar, Chief Minister of
Goa leadsasimplelife. He doesnot like
pomp of power and panoply. Helikestolive
likeacommonman. Whenthe Chief Minister
goesout therewon't beconvoy of carscausing
inconvenienceto thepublic. Heusesonebig
car only because he had to travel in mining
areawheretherewill betraffic of lorriesand
other heavy vehicles which may cause
problemsto asmall car. Even that car was
given by government to him when he was
leader of opposition.

He lives and attends to his official
dutiesinhisown house, notinimposing officd

Fkk
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palace-like accommodation with lavish
furnitureand other symbolsof laziness Hehas
no security officers. Hedid not do any harm
to any one.

When heenters hisofficehewill turn
onthelightsandfanshimsalf. No needfor the
attender to do this. When hegoesout hewill
switch off thelightsand fans.

He does such things not merely to
observeeconomy but asaway of life.

If al Ministers and officerslead a

simplelifeand avoid luxuriousliving the
country will progressquickly.
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THE BENT HEADS

S. Ramanath*

Duringthereign of King Charlesl of
England therewereaclassof people/soldiers
who were called the"Round Heads" . They
were so called because they shaved their
heads round around the forehead and
supported parliament during the Civil War.
Therewereredtrictionsplaced onthemby the
monarchy . Therewere curbsimposed on
their movementsand they wereeven supposed
toretireto bed at aparticular timeand abell
wasrung toindicatethetime. They werethe
butt of all jokes of the royalists and were
despised and hated. Theword 'round head'
was used asterm of abuse.

| wrote thisarticlewhiletravelling by
the Janmahoomi Express from Vizag to
Hyderabad. Thetrainisaday expressand |
wassditting intheA/C chair car watching and
listening to the present day bent heads, i.e.
the present day cell phoneusers. Unlikethe
round headsof England the present day bent
heads are aloved lot; anyonewho isnot a
bent head is considered to be an ancient. |
tried to narratein thisarticlewhat | saw and
my observationsduring thetrainjourney.

A lady sttingintherow nexttomine
withachild onher lgpwastaking animatedly
with her heed bent sdeways onthecell phone.
Anederly gentlemaninasmilar posturewas
looking outside thewindow perhapstaking
to hisfamily (don't know whether he was

* Chartered Accountant, Hyderabad
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talking about the greenery outside or
discussing hiskin's marriage proposal). A
person sitting behind, whom | could not see
was talking loud enough to be heard at the
end of theworld spelling out al hishealth
problemsinaqueer mixtureof Hindi, English
and Telugu. There were many others both
young and old either with their heads bent
sideways talking or bent forward sending
SMS'sor checking mail. Everyone of them
had acell phonegluedtotheear.

The present day bent heads are not
the victims of discrimination nor are they
followers of any particular ideology but a
product of advancement of technology and
science. Their amisto convey, converseand
continue chatting through themedium of Cell
phone. Theusershave norestrictionsplaced
on the usage except whiledriving, eventhere
theruleisfollowedin default sincethelaw
makersthemselvesarefound guilty many a
time. It boilsdown to thefact that aperson
likemeisonewhose use of thecell phoneis
limited to making essentid andemergent calls
or receiving them. One who advocatesthe
restricted use of thecell phoneisconsidered
to beacynic not ableto appreciate and enjoy
the use of themodern day gadget.

Predictably aday may comewhen
thefuture generationsfollowing the useand
disusetheory would be born with bent heads
and achild bornwith normal featureswould
be consdered physically challenged.
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Lastly | saw amother to be, talking
on the cell. When the train almost reached
Secunderabad, shelooked up and smiled at
me. | asked her whether shewas expecting
aboy or agirl. Shereplied whether it was
goingto beaboy or agirl shewould accept it
asGod'sgift. My only prayer to Godis"Like
Karna let my child bebornwithacell phone
cingingtoitsear" . Hearingthis| sartedtelling
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her about theill effectsof constant use of the
cell phone, and while doing thismy phone
rang. It was my wife asking me whether |
reached Secunderabad. The mother to be
who observed this, had thelast say. Shegot
down with the remark "Physician Hedl
thysdf". Writtenwithdueapologiestodl users
of cdlular phones.

THEINDIVIDUAL - MAN

BhavanaS. Chari *

Manisasocia animal; he"who
livesinisolationiseither agod or abeast,”
So saysthesociologicd dictum
concerning humankind;
Whichmarksanindividua as

aunigque speciesof hisown clan!

Ever sinceman appeared

onthefaceof theearth,

Procreating the species

of hisowngenreandtribe;

Perpetuating in numbers, thehumanbeings,
Named after "homo sapiens’

who had headto useand mindto guide!

Theindividual, the person, the chief, theman
Who, havinganingtinct distinct

fromtherest of hiskind

Procreating by hugenumbersand

gaining by strength

Withinter-persond relationships

becoming strange and redundant!

AsGB. Shaw well proclaimed
"Theproper study of mankindisman."

* Poet, Satha, Madhya Pradesh
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Theintense capability withwhich
he created machines,
Tomakelifeeaser for himand hiskind!

"Humanity," israther the broader
perspective of man;

Comprising human thought and
intellect, pogtive

Todump hiswilesand

wicked guilesto undermine
Making good effortsfor the
betterment of mankind!

Arethey not 'brothers,

who toil under thehot sun?

Earning petty wagesto hard labour inreturn;
Drowned in debt and struggling

to nurturetheyoung;

With apiece-meal aday and

no matter to call hisown?

Codesof conduct arefast receding;
Asitissaid paupers cannot be choosers
With ethicsdisappearing and

no senseof belonging

Thequotation"If wisheswere horses,
beggarswouldride," judtifying.
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TAGORE'S PORTRAYAL OF A WOMAN IN
‘A WIFE'SLETTER'

TataPrasanna*

Now, 150 yearssince Tagore's hirth,
itisimportant to ask in what waysheisstill
relevant toagloba audience. Intheearly 20th
century, when Tagore achieved literary
stardom, a Nobel Prize and a Knighthood
(which hereturnedin 1919, in protest at the
Amritsar massacre), it was primarily through
hispoetry and spiritualism. Today, itistheshort
storiesthat make him enduringly germane. In
particular in Tagore's hands women are
complex, misunderstood characterswhofall
andfall under theheavy hand of tradition. Their
senshilitiesarethoroughly common, evenas
they strain under thetripleweight of poverty,
patriarchy and colonialism. AsIndiaevolves
from atraditiona to amodern society, Indian
women il facethe challengesof living and
workinginapatriarcha system

Tagore portrayed modernwomenin
hisshort stories. Thesewomen had started to
fashion their individuality and to assert their
independent ideas. Rabindranath understood
the need for change from age-old belief
systems. He contributed to the devel opment
of the 'modern women' through short stories
Nashtoneer, Stree Patra, Aparichita,
Badnaam and laboratory, as well as in
powerful poemssuch as Sabala (Thestrong
womanin Mahua,1929)and Mukti (Freedom,
in Palataka, 1918). In Sree Patra, (A wife's
letter) Mrinal left her husband and hisfamily
to protest against the injustice they had

* MA English, KakatiyaUniversity

TRIVENI

committed againg another woman. Having | eft
home, facing the unfamiliar world, she
discovered herself and her potential. In
Aparichita, Kaayani protested against racial
humailition and decided to decline offers of
marriage. Thus Rabindranath gave women
both the spaceand theindividudity to express
their considered viewson love, particularly
control over women, rel ationships between
men and women within and without marriage
and decision making power. He was, as it
were, moving towardsthe creation of Mrina
of hisstory, AWfe'sLetter.

AWifesLetter is, notsurprisngly,in
theformof aletter fromawife, inthiscasea
minor second wife, to her husband, addressed
as"ToThineAuspiciousLotus-Fet". Thewife
openstheletter by sayinginfifteenyearsof
marriage she hasnever written aletter to her
husband even though they have shared many
confidences. Thewifeisdeeply religious. She
isthetruerepresentative of thenew emerging
class of emancipated women of the early
twentieth century.

A Wife's Letter
To Thine Auspicious Lotus-Feet:

Today we have been married fifteen years,
yet not until today have | written you a
letter. I've always been close by your side.
You've heard many things from me, and so
have | fromyou, but we haven't had space
enough to write a letter.
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Now I'min Puri on a holy journey,
and you are wrapped up in your office
work. Your relationship to Calcutta is a
snail'sto its shell, the city is stuck fast to
you, body and soul. So you didn't apply for
leave. It wasthe Lord's desire, and so was
his granting me my leave application.

| am Megjou-Bou, the second bride
in your joint family. Today, fifteen years
later, standing at the edge of the ocean, |
understand that | also have other
relationships, with theworld and thewor|d-

keeper.

Itisalmost asif her acceptance of
her role as second wifeisso deep within her
psychethat she almost seesher relationship
withtheworld-keeper (anexpresson| likea
lot) asaformof infiddlity.

Her husband's first wife was
considered quite plain, so plain hismother
insisted that he redeem the family name by
taking abeautiful secondwife. Mgo-Bouis
consderedincredibly beautiful by al, evenby
the envious other women of the household.
Shenever hasany sense of her own beauty.
Theselinesare heartbreaking:

Long ago, in my childhood daysin
the days when my preordained marriage
to you was known only to the omniscient
Onewhowritesour fateson our foreheads,
my brother and | both came down with
typhoid fever. My brother died; | survived.
All the neighborhood girls said,"Mrinal's
aqirl, that'swhy she lived. If she'd been a
boy, she couldn't have been saved." Jom-
Raj iswisein his deadly robbery: he only
takes things of value.
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Even death doesnot want ayoung girl.

Asshewritestheletter sheisalone
onareigiouspilgrimage. Her husbandisso
devoted to his work that he cannot leave
Calcutta. Shetaksabout how lonely shewas
when she first went to the house of her
husband. (Shewas 12, thefirst wifewas 27
and not really happy about thisnew arrival).
For along time her only friends are three
COWS.

Thewifehasacurse, sheisintelligent.

But you were reminded, every step
of theway that | also hadintelligence.This
intelligence must have lain deep within
me, for it lingered in spite of the many years
| spent merely keeping house for you. My
mother was always very troubled by my
intelligence; for awomanit'san affliction.
If she, whose life is guided by boundaries,
seeksalifeguided by intelligence, shé'll run
into so many walls that she'll shatter her
forehead and her future. But what could |
do? The intellect that the other wives in
the house lacked, the Lord in a careless
moment had bestowed upon me; now
whom could | return the excess to? Every
day you all rebuked me; precocious,
impertinent girl! A bitter remark is the
consolation of the inept; | forgive all your
remarks.

To quote oncemore, thereis so much beauty
and depthinthisstory.

My daughter was born and died.
She called to me, too, to go with her. If she
had lived, she would have brought all that
was wonderful, all that waslarge, into my
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life; from Mejo-Bou | would have become
mother. And a mother, even confined to one
narrow world is of the universe. | had the
grief of becoming a mother, but not the
freedom.

On one hand Tagore described the
unequal social structure that oppresses
women, on another he portrayed women
protagonists in his works who challenge
tradition to find solution or to bring
revolutionary changein the society through

Kkk

thought provoking realistic and idealistic
Ideas.

Itisjust not histimethat wasreflected
inhiswritings, thefarsghted "Prophet” gavea
new shape and direction to his time. His
messagewasthat discriminatory trestment of
women had existed, complacently in our
society, for ages. Men must accept the
respong bility for sustaining thisdiscriminatory
practice of the past. Women should become
bold enough to sustain their individuality,
independence and identity.

PEACE OF MIND

OnceBuddhawaswalking from one
town to another town with a few of his
followers. Thiswasintheinitial days. While
they weretravelling, they happenedto passa
lake. They stopped there and Buddhatold
oneof hisdisciples, “1 amthirsty. Do get me
somewater fromthat [akethere.”

Thedisciplewalked up to thelake.
When he reached it, he noticed that some
peoplewerewashing clothesinthewater and,
right at that moment, abullock cart started
crossngthroughthelake. Asaresult, thewater
becamevery muddy, very turbid. Thedisciple
thought, “ How can | givethismuddy water to
Buddhatodrink!” So hecameback and told
Buddha, “ Thewater inthereisvery muddy. |
don'tthinkitisfittodrink.”

After about haf anhour, again Buddha
asked thesamediscipletogo back tothelake
and get himsomewater todrink. Thedisciple
obediently went back to thelake. Thistime
hefound that the lake had absolutely clear
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water init. The mud had settled down and
thewater aboveit looked fit to behad. So he
collected somewater in apot and brought it
to Buddha.

Buddhalooked at thewater, and then
he looked up at the disciple and said, “ See
what you did to make the water clean. You
let it be... and the mud settled down on its
own—andyou got clear water... Your mindis
alsolikethat. Whenitisdisturbed, just let it
be. Giveitalittletime. It will settledown on
itsown. Youdon't haveto putinany effortto
camitdown. It will happen. Itiseffortless.”

What did Buddhaemphasize here?
Hesaid, “Itiseffortless.” Having 'peace of
mind' isnot astrenuousjob; itisan effortless
process. When thereispeaceinsdeyou, that
peace permeates to the outside. It spreads
around you and inthe environment, such that
people around start feeling that peace and
grace.

Source: Internet
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GIRISH KARNAD'S YAYATI AS AN EXISTENTIAL TEXT

Dr.L.V. Padmarani Rao*

Existentialism isthe most exciting
movement in contemporary Philosophy that
originates from the works of the Danish
thinker, Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855), and
later ongppearsindifferent formswith different
emphasisinthewritingsof many thinkerssuch
asMartin Heidegger, Karl Jaspers, Gabriel
Marcel, Jean Paul Sartre and others.

Existentialism believesinthe over-
emphasisontheirrationa freedomandtries
tofind out amiddle course between Idealism
and Realism. Theexistentia philosophy can
belived hereand now inthisworld of redlity.
Inthefollowing words Seren Kierkegaard,
in the letter to Peter Wilhelm Lund dated
August 31, 1835 writesabout existentialism:
Thethingisto understand myself, to seewhat
Godreally wishesmetodo: thething is to
find atruthwhichistruefor me, tofind the
ideafor whichl canliveanddie. ...

Girish Karnad’sYayati:

As Tutun Mukherji (2008) says,
‘wherever weturnintheworld wefind theatre.

GirishKarnad'splaysarea onceboth
social and aesthetic. Born in 1938 in
Matheron, Maharashtra, Karnad is one of
Indias finest creative writers, acclaimed
internationaly asaplaywright, poet, trandator
and critic. Film and theatre actor-director,

* P.G.Department of English, Yeshwant
Mahavidyalaya, Nanded
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Karnad is a contemporary multifaceted
creativeand critical artist who combinesthe
traditional Yakshagana with the modern
theatre in his plays. His stories are from
ancient Indian mythology but withamodern
or rather postmodern touch.

Yayati (1960) is the first play by
Karnad written in Kannada, |ater trandlated
into English by thewriter himsalf in2008. The
story of King Yayati isfrom the'Adiparva’ of
Mahabharata At the primeof hislife, theking
is cursed with senility because of a moral
transgression. Concerned only with himself,
hepleadswith hissonsto exchangether youth
with him and only the youngest son Pooru
agrees. Pooru takes upon himself the curse
of hisfather and becomesolder than hisfather.

Theplay isawonderful presentation
of theexistential dilemmaby the use of the
myth of Yayati to present the modern life.
Regectingthewestern Redlismand the Shavian
Socidism, Karnad hasevolved hisownidiom
of combining myth and social reform and
thereby usedtheatreastheinstrument of socid
change. According to themythol ogicd taleof
Yayati from Mahabharata, Yayati was a
Puranic king and the son of king Nahusha.
Hewasagreat scholar of Vedas.

The Puranic story:
Kacha was the eldest son of

Brahaspathi, who wasthe son of Angeeras.
He was an extremely handsome boy. His
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father wasthe Guru (teacher) of all Devas.
When hewasayoung lad, thefight between
Devasand Asuraswas continuing. Devashad
acomplaint that Shukrathe Guru of Asuras
was protecting the Asuras in a better way.
Shukra had got the knowledge of Maha
MruthyunjayaMantramfrom Lord Shivaand
hewasusngittobringtolifedl dead Asuras.
The Devasa so wanted to learn that mantra.
Kachavolunteered to helpthem.

So the Asuraskill Kachatwice but
eachtimeheisbrought back tolifeby Shukra
onthepleadingsof hisdaughter Devayani. The
thirdtimethe Asuraskill Kacha, burn hisbody
and mix hisashesinthedcohalicdrink of their
guru. This time also Shukra chants the
Mrutyunjaya Mantra and Kacha comes
back tolifein hisguru'sstomach. Now Shukra
teachesthe mantrato Kacha. He comesout
of hisguru'sstomach and bringsback hisguru
tolife by chanting themantra. Later Kacha
teachesthe mantrato hispeople.

Sharmishta, thedaughter of the Asura
king VVrushaparvahumiliates Devayani, the
daughter of Shukra. Shukrathreatenstoleave
thekingdom but would stay back if Sharmishta
agreesto be hisdaughter'sslave asdesired
by her. Later Devayani meetsYayati inaforest
andthey aremarried. Shehasason by Yayati.
SharmishtafollowsDevayani asher daveto
thekingdom of Yayati. Shukrawarnstheking
not to touch Sharmishta. But Sharmishta
managesto seduce Yayati and hasthree sons
by him. Theyoungestiscalled Pooru. Shukra
learnsof thisdevelopment from hisdaughter
and cursesYayati tolosehisyouth and become
old. HetellsYayati that hewould get back his
youthif any young manwaswillingtotakeon
hisold age. Pooru, histhird son by Sharmishta,
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agreestodosoand Yayati getsback hisyouth,
rulesthekingdom for hundredyearsand gives
back hisyouth to Pooruwho succeedsto his
father'skingdom.

Karnad'sYayati:

In Karnad's play, Yayati is already
married to Devayani and it opensto show the
anticipation of Pooru'sreturn homewith his
newly wed wife Chitralekha. Karnad
introduced the characters of Pooru's wife,
Chitralekha and Swarnalatha, the maid of
Devayani to give acontemporary touch of
existentialismto themyth. Infact Pooruwas
theyoungest son of Sharmishta, butintheplay
Pooru isthe son of aRakshsa woman, who
withtheideato takerevengeontheAryans
for destroying her homeand hearth, marries
Yayati, so that the crown prince of the
Bharatas had rakshasa blood in him and the
Aryanswould beruled by amongrel, ahalf-
caste.

Theplay hasawel-knit plot with four
Acts. Whereasthefirst twoActshaveYayati,
Devayani and Sharmishtatrilogy dominating,
the third and fourth Acts have Pooru,
Chitralekhaand Yayati trilogy dominating. In
both stuations, itis Swarndathawho remains
calm and tries to support and give proper
advicetoall.

In spite of thefact that Swarnalatha
warns Devayani about Sharmishtathat sheis
‘Satanic and poisonous and hasthe ability to
cut closeto the bone' (08) and so should be
sent away fromthepaace, itisDevayani who
overlookstheissue by saying, 'Enough. You
don't need totell meabout her. | haveknown
her for years.'
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Thecauseof war between Sharmighta
and Devayani istheissueof class. Sharmishta
is the daughter of the Asura king while
Devayani is the daughter of the Brahmin
Sage. Again and again, Sharmishta taunts
Devayani for having married Yayati by telling
the king that she was the daughter of
Shukracharya, the sage with the possession
of the Sanjeevani mantra and as the king
had the ambition to become immortal,
immediately married her.

With the entry of Pooru and
Chitraekhain the palace, thefocusof action
shiftsto Pooru, whoismorephilosophica and
spiritual for hisage. Heisnot excited about
hisown marriage and tells hisenthusiastic
father that the marriage has been fixed for
Chitralekhawith aBharata prince.

"........Butit had been decided long
in advance that she (Chitralekha) would
marry the Bharata prince....... Actually,
they didn't need me. They needed some
male figure from this palace. A door
keeper's statue would have done just as
well.'

Pooru'sdisnterestinthemarriageand
thestate affairsisquite seeninhiswords, 'l
just want to go somewhere where | can sit
quietly and ask myself questions. Not seek
answers. Ask questionsmyself. | should be
quitecontent if | find theright question, just
one.' One of the major reasons in Pooru's
goicdsmishismongrd origin, whichhehimsdf
was not aware of. When he comesto know
of thesefactsfrom Yayati, Pooruisevenmore
distressed. '‘But why didn't you tell me
before?.....Youdidn't mind destroyingmy life
for thesakeof alie?
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This fact added to Pooru's
philosophical attitudefor acceptingtheold age
of Yayati that came as a curse from
Shukracharya for offending his daughter,
Devayani because of the Yayati-Sharmishta
marriage. Yayati wonders at the curse and
cries not to have old age yet. 'Old age!
Decrepitude! By night fal! Andthen? Thisis
the real existential problem of Yayati. He
wanted to takethe curse but after afew years
for which heeagerly searchesand asksevery
oneinhiscountry totaketheold ageon his
behalf. Thisvery zest for lifeandlivingisthe
expressonof exigentidisminYayati. Itisclear
that Yayati of all the charactersin the play
exerts his will upon which the rest of the
characters become puppets acting
accordingly. Critics have commented upon
thisfeatureastheexistential burden borneby
Yayati because he exerciseshischoice about
his course of action. That's why Yayati
helplessly goes away from the room when
Pooru announcesto accept the old age and
decrepitudeof hisfather. Itis Sharmishtawho
aggressively tries to stop this unnatural
happening, but with no resullt.

Girish Karnad made the character of
Chitralekhavery strong and shedominatesthe
entirelast Act. Shewanted to bevery close
with her husband. But suchbold princesswho
loves Pooru now could not bear to seehim
with decrepitude. She shoutsat Pooru asking
himto go outimmediately. In order to reduce
thepain of Chitralekha, Swarna athadecides
to narrate her own sad story with her husband.

Karnad'sChitrdekhaisvery boldand

decisive and so exercises her right as the
daughter-in-law of Bharata dynasty.
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Itisthisassertiveexistential question
of Chitralekhathat putsYayati in anawkward
retrospection. Before he could react,
Chitralekhatakes out thevia of poisonand
swalowsthedeadly poison. Inthismel odrama
of exigential emphasisof Yayati, thepossessve
and impulsive Devayani breaksher housein
anger; theinnocent and beautiful Chitralekha
diesinyouth; and thehumbleand good maid,
Swarna athabecomes mad.

Yayati realises his predicament and
criesthat 'l thought therewere two options-
lifeand death. No, itisliving and dying we
haveto choose between. And you haveshown
methat dying cangoonfor dl eternity. Yayati
embraces Pooru to get back hisold ageand
decrepitude and Pooru becomesyoung again.
Looking at the dead body of Chitralekha,
Pooru mournsfor bringing her thereto die.

Thereareanumber of other questions
related to the play. Did Pooru'sold agebring
him wisdom? What isthe poetic justicein
Chitralekha's death? How did Devayani and
Yayati or Sharmishtabenefit?

Existentialists are concerned about
man with authentic freedomwith hisfellow
beings. In this sense, it may be said that it
considersfeeling asprimary, especially the
human fedingin solving the problemsof life.
Thisisabsolutely truein the case of Yayati,
Devayani, Sharmishta, Pooru and Chitraekha.
Thesameistrueevenintheminor but strong
character like Swarnalatha.

Existence of God is to be grasped
existentially and man's actions are in
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accordancewiththisblief. Manisresponsble
only to do according to Hiscommand. Pooru's
question in the end is the best example of
exigentidismintheTheist way. The Sartrian
Atheist doctrineof freedom maintainsthat the
human beingisfreeinal stuations. Manis
aswhat man makes of himself. Through
out theplay, oneobservesthat every character
actsaccording to his’her will. Thebold step
of Yayati to marry Sharmishta, the
depressionof Devayani, the curse of
Shukracharya, the acceptance of old age by
Pooru, the gulping of poison by Chitralekha
and even the willing acceptance of the
uneventful guilt by Swvarna athaareaccording
to the will and decision of the respective
characters.

TheYayati-Devayani rdaionshipisnot based
onlove but on conditionsand domination of
Devayani and under the fear of
Shukracharyascurse. TheYayati-Sharmishta
relationship isbased on theintrigue plotted
by Sharmishtato humiliate Devayani. The
Pooru-Chitrdekharel ationshipismoreor less
acontract while Swarnalatha- charioteer (her
husband) isbased on suspicion and fear.

Thusin the re-writing of the Mahabharata
myth of Yayati, Karnad's attempt was to
emphasi se the calm acceptance of grief and
anguish. Karnad'sskill asaplaywright liesin
the excellent picturisation of Chitralekha.
Surprisingly, al characters intheplay try to
evade the consequences of their actions,
except Sharmishtaand Chitralekha. But dl the
charactersintheplay arevictimised by the
exigential exercisesof Yayati.
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FACILITY OF PRINT AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA
FOR FACILITY OF EXPRESSION IN ENGLISH

VVLNS Prasad *

Fadility asl view inthe present context,
ismuch morethan mereavailability; itisrather
a positive maneuverability. A committed
teacher of English today finds his task of
arming the student with the necessary skillsof
communication Herculean or even daunting
dueto severd factors. Despite my reluctance
torepesat theclichéof thestudentshailing from
social or/and rural background, I am
compelled to admit thisasone of them. This
issomething one cannot do much about, but
live with. Till sometime ago, not much of
motivation or incentivewasfound to offset
thestudents fear for and reluctancetowards
English. Thisaffected theenthusiastic teacher
to some extent. Thetime -worn methods of
teaching exclusively to seethe student come
out unscathed, not necessarily enriched,
coupled with ill-equipped teachers on
occasions, failedto pay dividends. Eventhe
Refresher coursesfor teachers, thewished for
Panacea, havefailed to diagnose the malady
and answer it. The basic problems of the
learner, in addition to the socio-economic
background, are strict confinement to
textbook and lack of motivation. Now that
thedoorsarewideopenfor thelearnersfor
better employment opportunities, theneed for
revising the priorities, suitabletechniques to
be employed and al so the handy sources to
betapped hasacquired urgency.

Thetext, aptly felt asonly apretext,
ought to be augmented with something more.

* Dept. of English, Ganapathy College of
Engineering, Warangal.
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Andthat canalso be Print and/or Electronic
media. The students, mostly the first
generation learners, hailing from a
background of deficiency or deprivation, may
not have accessto such media. However, for
the genuinely enthusiastic and resourceful
teacher, this should not poseany problem.
AsTdugu poet Sri Sri for whom the sorrow
of theworld is his, opinesthat "apup, a
matchstick or even a soap cake can be the
subject matter of poetry.” Likewise, anything
and everything can augment and support,
though not subgtitutethetext. That anything
canbeanythingfromadvertisement toeditoria
in Print or any programme pertaining to
Electronicmedia

Judiciousand frequent use of such
material issuretoyield results. For this, the
teacher needsto be competent andinnovative.
| have absolutely no hesitation to say that in
such case even thetongue-tied and/or the
Mimaosasshdl definitely respond positively.

Asfor my own experience, | could
successtully attempt teaching of two typesof
sentences very much useful in daily
communication, Interrogative and
Exclamatory, by referring to aconversation
between Prakash Rgj and Sunil inthe Telugu
movie, Nuvvostanante Nenoddantana.
This| executed through trand ation method.
Of course, | refuseto toe/buy theline of
certain conformists, who hold tranglation
method ataboo and refuseto touch it even
withabargepole.
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It is observed that watching of
programmeslike Popeyeshow in Englishas
well asIndian languages helped learnersin
learning the respectivelanguage and rel ated
skills successfully. Their learning of both
phonetic and grammatical aspectsof thesame
hasbeenimpressve. Many yearsago, asenior
reporter of Thelndian Express, that served
The Hindu subsequently, was said to have
conveyed the news of "Bone-marrow
trangplantation,” with animpressivecaption,
"Towardsabetter marrow.” Theimpact of a
captionof such depth and emphasisonthe
readers, isanybody'sguess.

Inthe case of advertisements, let me
guotethe one pertaining to Ritz car, 'Onecar,
many moments’, wherein Deepak, the user
says'Adrendinerush a Rohtang wasmy Ritz
Moment.' This, for sure, would add to the
learner's vocabulary with a word like
Adrendine,

As for OnidaT.V., theadvertisement
saysthat it is "Neighbours envy, Owner's
pride". Thepithy expressoninBaconiangyle,
hasvented lotsmore. It isalso said that the
horned devil in the advertisement demands
somework, driving hometheideaabout the
quadlity and durability of theT.V. that rendered
any repairs unthinkable, leave alone
warranted. The advertisement of Siemens
says, Theworld of tomorrow needsanswers
that last.''Hopebegins inthedark. Beaware.
Fight Lymphoma," appears on the health
supplement, Plus, available with the 25th
September, 2011 issue of The Week. Sri
AravindaRao, former D.GP.of A.P, inhis
articletitled The Endangered Species under
Culture Conundrum, believesthat 'Ritua can
hold aperson solong asheisfaithful, but when
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aritual or practice is questioned it is the
shastrawhich comesto rescuefor giving a
meaningful interpretation." Whilereviewing,
'Why Bureaucracy Fails by Kdyan Ray, M.V.
Kamath quotesthat 'L ack of safeguardsfor
bureaucraticindependenceled bureaucratsto
become adjuncts to the political system,
compelling them to become subservient to
politicians and accepting a secondary role
under them." Thisspeaksof the sorry state of
affarsprevaling.

Eventhefilm-reviewsineither of the
media have proved to help the learners
acquiregood skillsof effective presentation.
My own experiencein thisregard has been
fruitful. Letterstotheeditor section of English
newspapersand magazines, with letters from
theoneslikeK. Kumarasekhar from Eluruin
yesteryears, hasbeen an excellent sourcefor
learning the nuancesof Englishlanguage. In
the present scenariodso, theroleof thissection
infurthering thelanguage proficiency of the
learnerscannot be undermined.

Sportssection, bothinthe print and
audio-visual media, has been an excellent
sourcefor learning variousfacets of English
language and its multifold communication.
Sportscontributorslike R. Mohan, Nirmal
Sekhar, Rgjan Bala, Narotham Puri, Charu
Sharma, and HarshaBhogleareonly afew
that have effectively contributed to the
knowledge of both games and sports, and
asofurtively to Englishlanguageskillsof the
audience. Usage of words like
Swashbuckling, Tornado, asinine shall
doubtlessenrichthelearner'srepertoire. R.
IMohan, while describing the performance of
the Indians intherecent Republic Day cricket
test againgt Australia at Adelaide,
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expressesthelndian cricket lovers anguishin
thechoicest expletives. Rahul Dravid, for
him 'seemsto invent waysto get bowled.'
'Onthelatest occasionhisright elbow guiding
thelegther missleintothesumpsto bring about
the dreaded death rattle.' For the enigmatic
Sehwag though, Mohanreserved ‘themanwith
thequixotictouchinfinding newer and newer
waysof dalliancewiththenew ball.' It must
have been noted that | have been selfishin
confiningtoonly Indiansinmy list, but | feel
instead privilegedto do so. However, | shal
befailing in my duty if I don't refer to my
favourite Sardar inthisregard . It'snonecother
thantheirrepressbleNavjot Sngh Sidhuwith
hisimpeccable English and superb modulation.
It's not for nothing that | hold him in high
esteem for his remarkable one-liners that
acquiredthetitle Sidhuisms. They haveeven
invited Pidhuisms parodising them. Let me
share afew examplesof hisbrilliancewith
you onthisoccasion:

* It is choice, not chance that determines
destiny.

* It's better to prevent and prepare than to
repent and repair.

» Some peoplewant it to happen, some

* wishitwould happen, othersmakeit hgppen.

* Successisnot built on success. It'sbuilt on
failure. It'sbuilt onfrustration. Sometimes
it'sbuilt on catastrophe.

* Successisthefruit of concentration.

 Talent is nothing if it's not controlled,
harnessed and disciplined.

» Thebest futureisto createit

» Toachieve, you havetobelieve.

 When nothing you do maiters, theonly thing
that mattersiswhat you do.

Another person that comes to my
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mind in this connection is Sadguru Jaggi
Vasudev. Without any concern to one's
religiousfath, | find Jaggi Vasudev anexcdlent
communicator in Englishand hencel refer to
afew of hisexpressionson eectronic media.

Lifeisfar beyond meaning, Lifeis
beyond meaning and that's why it is so
beautiful .

You can be deeply involved with
everything, but still not be identified with
any more
anarchy.

As quoted in Sunday Hans of 15"
January,2012, Juggi Vasudev says,"Youdo
not stay inafamily because of duty; you stay
in afamily because thereis a certain love
connection.' He also saysthat 'Unlesspeople
learnto enjoy each other'sdifferences, people
cannot stay together. Depending on how fast
you aregrowing, youwill fall apartinyears,
monthsor days.'

The newspaper clippingsthat cover
scientific or cultural news items,
advertisements, cooking recipes, and
horoscopes, can be used asauthentic materia
for teaching Englishfor learner of any level.
Same can besaid of different genresfinding
opportunity viatheeectronic media. They
may not serveasthebasicinstructional
material but can be more supportivein
creatingalearningatmosphere. They are
neither forbiddingly costly nor beyond our
reach, more so in present times of
technologica advancement of numeroushues.
| can't help remembering John Milton's "They
asoservewhoonly standandwait," when |
think of those contributors, whose
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contributions | could not acknowledge
because of certaininescapable compulsions.

Such authentic material squite often
will bemore practicable, when compared to
the traditiond teaching materids. Usngnews
itemsinthe classroom can bea getaway for
the teachers as well asthe taught from the
traditiona monotony. It also becomesanovel
experiencefor both theteacher, whoisfond
of experimenting inlanguageteaching, andthe
taught. In fact, the learners are very much
thrilled, whenthe boring-one-way methodis
replacedwithamusing aswell aszed ousways
of material presentationinthe classroom.

Onthewhole, withalimited effort but
seriousconcernfor the standard of thetarget

*kk

group tempered with an innovative
temperament, the teacher of English can
obvioudy fulfill hismission of equippingthe
learner with the aspects of effective
communicationinEnglish.

Itisinthefitnessof thingsfor meto
concludeby invoking thenameof Girisham
fromthe time-tested Telugu magnum opus,
Kanyasulkam, which survived all vagaries
for morethan acentury. He, bubbling with an
untiring confidence, declarestha talkingtohim
isaneducationinitself. Asateacher, whose
clanisasymbol of optimismnext to only that
of afarmer, | look forwardto suchaday for
al theteachersof English, whenthey succeed
to succeed in turning out to be 'the' and not
‘a source of education for thelearners. That
day cannot keep uswaiting for long.

THE PRIMAL CONSCIOUSNESS
RMV Raghavendra Rao*

Thesghtsof theworld areappaling,
Defyingmy grasp, bindingitindeadly clasps.
The best and happiest are covered

with cataract,

With layersinoperableby any surgical act.
Asl openmy insight into the streets,

My feet areimmobilized by themen | mest,
Their facesmarked with misery and woe.
As| meet automobileson hire,

Their flat ratesset meonfire.

At gas stationsthe sky-soaring rates,
Present asight of faces

fearingtheir futurefates.

At midnight thestreetsoverflow

* Retd. Prof. Camp: Houston, Texas, USA
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with"insolenceandwine",

Theasphdt ripped ascrime'slandmine.
Unshackling my prima consciousness
fromthiscruel convention,

| invoketheMuseof sublimeinvention.
And, inthecoy redrose

nodding to the passing kissof the
wayward breeze,

Inthetearstoinstant smilesof a
just-chided child,

Intheyearning mother'secdtatic embrace
Of her triumphantly returning soldier-son,
| find coy beauty, divine innocence, and
motherly lovebeyond all strife,
Envisonintheencirclinggloom
theeternd affirmation of life.
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INCIDENTS TO REMEMBER

Dr. Laxman Palsikar *

| think busts and statues on high
pedestal smight have been seen and observed
by countless persons around the world of
thosegreat who have sacrificed their livesfor
liberation of the country like Bal Gangadhar
Tilak and Veer Savarkar, but | think very few
might haveread and known about their history
which can becalled " The Other Side of the
Coin". Ba Gangadhar Tilak fought for
freedom, unity and integrity of the nation,
smilarly Veer Savarkar fought for freedom of
India. Both of them left not asingle stone
unturned intheir endeavour to freetheIndia
endaved by theBritish and became successful
inthrowing them out of thecountry. Thisfact
isknown by millionsbut whet liesintheir secret
life must be known by the people, because
their fight for global love for mankind is
unpardlded.

Itisnot enoughif wesay Tilak wasa
socid reformer of thefirst rank who thundered
intheBritish open court that " Freedomismy
birthright", performing thechalenging tasks
like editorship of the Newspaper in Marathi
spreading the love of freedom among the
masses. He had ahumane heart just like that
of the cool pond in Ellora caves near
Aurangabad. In order to understand thiswe
haveto read their biographiesso that wemay
emulatethem. Tilak wasin Mandale prison
where nothing could befound except deadly
insectsand darkness. | would liketo mention
anincident whichreveds his greatness. Once
asper the Jail practicelunch arrived and he
washungry. Thejailor had hisroundsasthe

* Former Asst. Professor, Hyderabad.
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watchman who was also aBritisher had to
watch Tilak round the clock. Thewatchman
also was hungry but duty stood in hisway.
He saw Tilak who was enjoying the lunch.
Thevery sght of that hungry watchman made
Tilak to stop eating the lunch and hefound
that thewatchman waslooking at himlikea
hungry calf at the cow. Thismelted hisheart
and heasked himto eat hislunch or havehis
lunch at home. Tilak promised him that he
would not runaway inany caseandif anything
happened hewould goto 'gallows instead of
him. ThispromisemadetheBritishwatchman
to havehislunchat home. Onreturning he
found the prisoner in the prison. "What a
promisel” TheBritishwatchman touchedthe
feet of Tilak for thenobleact.

Similarly Veer Savarkar was sent to
Andaman Jall for lifeimprisonment and hewas
left alone on the deck to reach the deadly
island where one could find poisonous
snakes, foul smdl andinsectsand nothingelse.
But thisideaof lonelinesswas unbearable
punishment to a convicted person who had
no hopeof thereturn journey.

One could guess the plight of the
prisoner but hewas smiling and singing
patriotic songs on the deck praising the
fathomless ocean and the blue sky with
twinkling starsand theimmortal Moon. Veer
Savarkar's love of Nature's beauty and his
poetic nature made him forget his own
condition and captivity. Oneshouldread their
autobiographiesand letterswhich are full of
patriotism and sacrifice.

OCT. -DEC. 2012



A CASE FOR FUNCTIONAL ENGLISH GRAMMAR

Dr.P.Padma:
Dr. P. Suneetha?

There are three types of English
grammar books. Tothefirst category belong
thebooksthat are useful for studentsboth at
the secondary school and at the collegiate
level. Sothey may haveto depend on books
like(1) PC.Wren & H. Martin'sHigh School
Grammar and Composition. It may cater to
the needs of High school students. Thereare
someinaccuraciesand incorrect definitions
and expressions in the text. For example,
'Shelistdl. Herethepronoun'she isqudifying
the word 'woman." As per the definition it
must be correctly incorporated thus: Anold
'she’ istall. J.C. Nesfield's grammar book
was very useful almost seven decades ago
particularly in SouthernIndia. Inmost of the
secondary schools, studentsdepended onthis
primary text and recel ved maximum helpfrom
it. But nowadaysitisnot widely used in
secondary schools.

FEW. Turner'sEnglish Grammar and
Compositionisalso agood grammar text that
is popular among secondary schools and
Junior colleges. Thoughthiswaswrittenamost
seven or eight decades ago, it easily caters
even now to the needs of the Indian students.
It can serve the needs of the students of
secondary schools.

English Grammar and Composition
by Bartley & Benerjee used to be the most
1. Associate Professor of English, Yogi Vemana

University, Kadapa
2. Head of the Dept. English, Govt. First Grade
College, Gauribidanur
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popular textinIndiafor avery longtime. The
uniquefeature of thisbook isthat theauthors
discuss most of the practical aspects of
grammar. For examplewithregardtoarticles,
they do not choose to discuss the primary
account of thedefinition of thearticleetc. But
they Imply giveafew difficult examples. The
redeeming feature about thisbook isthat they
havelaid stresson 'idiomsand phrases that
are used in day to day conversation.
Raymond Murphy's Essential English
Grammar isaprestigiousbook on practica
Englishthat isextensvely used for secondary
level students.

To the second category belong the
grammar books which are useful to the
teachersof English. LA Hillssbook A Guide
to Correct Englishwill beof immensehelpto
teachers. Inthisbook somedifficult examples
like all together/altogether are given and
illustrated. Naturally theteacher would go
through the entire book and improves his
efficiency in grammar and do well in the
classroom. Someof theexamplesin thistext
would easily cater to the needs of brilliant
students of English language. An abridged
version of A University Grammar of English
by Randol ph Quirk and Sidney Greenbaum
isanidedl text for teachers. Theteacher may
go through the entire text and see how some
difficult examplesare solved and afew new
expressonsaregiven. Henauradly canupdate
hisknowledge and try someof theseadvanced
examplesinhisclassroom.
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An Intermediate English Practice
Book by Pit Corder would also be of helpfor
teachers. Theteacher may refer to some of
thedifficult examplesgiven by Pit Corder and
quotethemintheclassroom. Therearemany
exercisesinthetext which the teacher may
consult and motivate his students. Living
English Structure by W.S. Allenis aso of
immensehelpfor teachersaswdl asadvanced
students. Theuniquefeatureof thisbook is
that thegrammarian proceedsfrom e ementary
examplesto themost difficult examples. In
fact, thiswastriedinafew schoolsinthe Gulf
countries. This can be prescribed
unhestatingly eveninindia Firstthelearners
are asked to answer simple questions on
grammar. Later they may go to moderately
difficult examplesand thenthemost difficult
examples. A Practica English Grammar by
A.J. ThomsonandA.V. Martinet would also
be of enormous help to teachers who may
consult theexercisesin thisbook and recelve
maximum help from them. Itisalaborious
exercisefor any teacher togothroughtherules
thoroughly and solvetheexercisesinthetext.
But thisisgoing to bearewarding experience
for them asthey equip themselveswith the
knowledgeof Englishgrammar. Thisisindeed
anideal book for teachers.

To the third category belong the
books on grammar for researchers. Those
whowould liketo pursue advanced research
in grammar may consult A Grammar of
Contemporary English (unabridged edition)
by Randolph Quirk and Sidney Greenbaum
into which a lot of research has gone.
Naturally aresearcher may go throughthis
book carefully and would draw insightsfrom

*kk

TRIVENI

55

it and thusexpand thoseinsightsand conduct
thorough researchongrammar. Smilarly RW.
Zandvoort's book, A Handbook of English
Grammar and ER. PAmer'sTheEnglish Verb
would be of a great help for researchers.
Various usages of the language through the
agesareillustrated and assuch theresearcher
may receivethemaximum benefit from these
grammar texts. L.A. Hill'sAdverbialsand
Prepositionsisalso acomprehensivetext on
English grammar. A researcher may consult
thisgreat book on grammar and bring about
the changesinthemost recent grammar if any,
and thus contribute to theworld of research.
Moreover, variationsin usage would be of
some help to the English languagelearners.
Sapire and others have conducted
comprehensiveresearch on Englishlanguage
by writing extensively onthe use of English.
Any modernresearcher in English language
may consult these booksand come out with
their researchfindings.

Thelearnersof English must decide
whether they want toknow therulesof English
language or the English languageitsalf. The
rulesof thelanguage pertain to thegrammar
of any language. But the language itself
connotesthe actual sampleswhich onemay
comeacrossinday today life. Onemay come
acrossgood samples of Englishin standard
newspapers like The Hindu, The Times of
India, The London Times and New York
Timesetc. Later they may try afew standard
English storiesby great authorslike Somerset
Maugham, E.M. Forster and others. Then
they may proceed to the abridged versionsof
Englishnovedsand learntheEnglishlanguage.
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GURAJADA'S SONG OF PATRIOTISM

Trandation by C.B.S. Pattabhiramam

Lovethecountry, O'brother
What isgood, nourishit brother
Empty words, enough of them
Think of deeds, good and great

Cultivatehard dong theway

That overflowswithfood and milk
Food if had, muscleissure, and
Manishewho holdsthemuscle.

Alwaysailing and aching, if peoplebe
What way will the country prosper?
Studyingwell andlearning artsdl
Reinforce nation'sgoodsand services

Enter you should countriesdll
Andsdl thy country'sgoods
For men, who don't bring money
Neither famenor richesaccrue.

You looking back? What an exerciseisit?
Less wasthe goodnessin the past

Don't belagging, step up forward

If youfdl behind, behind youwill remain

Confrontationbeitin studies
And competitionincommerce
Don't aid and abet quarrelswaste
Cutthroat rivary, burnit off

Don't boast great of yourself saying
'Lovefor thecountry ishighfor me
Undertake any onegood thing

And to the people show it done
Itisjealousy thedevil itis, that
Sucked the country's marrow

* Journalists Colony, Vijayawada
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Happying over others happiness
L earnthelesson of fostering unity

He who weepsover theluck of others
For that sinner, ishappinesswhere?
Onedeemsgood of othersashisown
For that worthy are benefitsmore

Sacrificingalittleof profit yours
Stand by thy neighbour in support
Not just aland isthe country

The country means, the people

Holding one another'shands

The country'speopled| should walk
Andall racesandrdigions

Ought to movelikebrothers

Yesterday camethe English
Musclemen cametheday before

And beforethat you had come
Forgetting all that, don't draw divisions

Therdligionisdifferent, sowhat?
If people bewith one heart
Thenationwill riseand grow
Andwill shinewdl intheworld

Thegreat banyantreethecountry is
Should blossom loveflowers and
It'strunk drenched by the sweat of men
Wealth, harvest bumper, should ripen

Humbleintheleaveshidden
Thepoet bird should sing

Hearing which should germinate
Fedlingsof fellowshipinthe country
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NATURE ENDANGERED
Threat toBiodiversity

[. V. Chalapati Rao*

All creatures suckleat the breast of
Mother Earth. Manisan ungrateful wretch
who commits matricide. Hetakes pridein
exterminating thewild life, axing down the
treesand polluting thelakesandrivers. Science
and Technology made men arrogant to think
that they have moulded theenvironment and
could conquer space and to forget that we
aredependent on Naturefor al our needsand
that planet earthisour only home. We are
waging ameaningless suicidal war against
Nature, eco-systems and the biosphere
without which humanlifecannot besustained.
Biodiversity supportsal our needs- oxygen,
food, medicine, fuel, energy, fertilizersetc.
Each speciesaf livingbeingshasintringcvaue.
Thelossof any one of them upsetstheentire
€Co-system.

We are the greatest marauders of
Nature and the planet. We are destroying
forests, animals, birds, fish, insectsand every
other speciesin spiteof thehigh placegiven
to them by our ancestors and our cultural
heritage. Thegreatest danger tothesurvival
of humanity isman'smindlessexpl oitation of
Nature and violence to mother earth for
money, power and stupid ideas of economic
development. Today thereisperceptible but
deceptiveincreasein the power of man over
everything except over himself.

Every religion, every culture
condemnswhat ishappening today all over

*  Chief Editor, Triveni
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the world in the name of progress and
conquest of Nature. In Rigveda there are
sevenreverentia hymnsto personified Forces
of Natureand Environment. They show how
imaginative were our ancestorsin caring for
Nature and Environment - the Sun, wind,
clouds, air, rain. They were not foolish and
superstitiousin revering thesethings. "May
thosetimber treeswhich god-loving, forest
dwellershavefirmly plantedin proper places
bestow upon us affluence”. "O' Ye cloud
bearing winds, you lift thewater up fromthe
oceans charged with the moisture, you pour
downtherain"."Thecloudsprovidethewaters
asif fromawell". Thesearesamples.

Paradoxicdly the curefor the present
illsisthe study of the scripturesof thepast to
learnthelessons. However muchweshunand
run away from the past, it has the habit of
catching up with usdramatically intheend.
Protection of treesand preservation of animas
(except when they cause death and
destruction) are avital part of our cultural
heritage. We had the sacred groves attached
to thetemplesin our county. Noneshould cut
down thetreesin these groveswhich were
earmarked for theuse of the holy shrines.
Eventoday wefind such protected grovesin
some districts of Andhra Pradesh. In the
forests where the ashrams of Rishis were
located hunting of animalswas prohibited.
Evenkingsrespected them. Theseweresome
of the measurestaken in Indiato preserve
ecological balanceand prevent extinction of
vauablespeciesof wildlife.
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Our scriptures assign high place to trees,
riversand thedenizensof nature. For example,
Varaha Puranasays "A person who grows
tenfruit trees, tendstenflower plantsand sinks
awell to supply water to them, will never go
to hell". Rudra Suktain Ygur Veda treats
vegetation and theanimalsasRudraHimself
(God). It addressesGod "You arethetrees.
You aretheplants!”

Germiah (Old Testment) condemns
the stupid behavior of man: "And | brought
you into aplentiful country to eat the fruit
thereof and the goodnessthereof. But when
youentered, yedefiledmy landand mademine
heritagean abomination." S. Francisof Assss
sad"Airismy brother. Rainismy Sser. He
wasknownfor hisloveof birds, animalsand
trees. He even delivered asermon on birds
and wroteapoemonthe Sun. Inthearticle
hewrote"Our brother Sun" heintroducesto
the other Brothersand Sister - theMoon, the
Stars, the Wind, Air, Water, Fire and our
Mother Earth.

Likewise St. Barnard said "What |
know of thedivinesciencesand the scripture,
| learned from woodsandfields. | have had
no other Mastersthan Oak treesand leeches.

Wordsworth wrotethat Nature was
histeacher "oneimpulsefromthevernd wood
will teach of manand mora evil morethanadl
thesagescan". Shakespeare wrote "There
aretonguesintrees, sermonsin stonesand
booksin running brooks'.

Rabindranath Tagoresaid " Treesare
the Earth's endless efforts to speak to the
listening heaven. Unfortunately the power saw
can fell atreethat took ahundred yearsto
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grow". Walt Whitman, the American poet
wrotein his Leaves of Grass 'A morning
Glory (acregper) at my window satisfies me
morethan my Metaphysics.

Khaled Zibran said in Sand and
Foam ‘Treesarethe poems that the Earth
writesupon the sky. Wefell them down and
turn them into paper that we may record our
emptiness .

T.S. Eliot said '"Awrong attitudeto
Nature impliesawrong attitude to God!".
Loaze, the Chinese philosopher, too
condemned the destruction of Nature. Oscar
Wilde said "We haveforgotten that the earth
isour mother'.

Thoreau, theAmerican philosopher,
livedinthemidst of Naturewith birds, flowers,
|akes etc. Hewrote 'The Lakeisdearer to
me and more valuable than the kohinoor
diamond' . Emerson during hismorning walk
used to take of f hishat and bow beforearose
whichsat mgestically onitsstalk.

In Hindu mythology all gods and
goddesses have different animalsand birds
asvehiclesof transport. That ishow people
are taught to treat them with kindness and

respect.

Today we live in ill-ventilated
accommodation in concrete jungles in
congested townsand citieswhich arelacking
ingreenwoodsbut lavishinfast foods. We
littleredlizethat Natureisnot ways benign.
Naturewill show her tooth and claw when
wecrossthelimitsin exploiting her. Sheis
already causing global warming and change
of climate through depletion of natural
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resources and the green house effect. We
should stop denudation of forests, unlimited
pollution, violation of ecologica baance and
endangering the very biosphere without
whichthereisnolifeon earth. Lossof bio-
diversity isthegreatest threat to humanlife. It
can begreater threat than change of climate.
Both could act synergicaly tooto accelerate
human destruction.

Our Scriptures say Prakruti
Rakshati Rakshata (Nature protects, if
Natureis protected).
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The U.N. General Assembly
designated the decade 2011-2020 as the
biodiversity decade so that people should
live harmoniously with Nature and its
biodiversity.

A globa megaevent on biodiversity,
aconferenceof all partieswill takeplacein
Hyderabad from October 1st 2012
onwards. The slogan of the conferenceis
Prakruti Rakshati Rakshata. 9000 dligates
from 193 countries will participate in the
discussons.

READERS MAIL

Your article on Mirza Ghalib, the
wizard of ghazals, inApr-Jun 2012 issue, ,
is interesting. | enjoyed reading the few
samplesyou quoted.

T.A. RamaRao, Nagpur

| received the July-September, 2012

issue of Triveni and after going throughiit,

realizedwhat | missed dl theseyears, afeast
of enlightened articles.

G. Satyanar ayana Rao, Hyder abad

Editorial and article on Tagore are
quite illuminatingand enlightening.

T.SivaramaKrishna, Kakinada
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TheEditoria on'Higher Education’
isatrue pictureof theplight of present higher
education and how itisindoldrums. Itisan
eye opener to the Government to endeavour
for the standards in higher educationto keep
the image of our nation. It isasad state of
affairsthat thereisno singleuniversity from
Indiaamong thetop 100 universitiesof the
world. I fed srongandincessant protestsfrom
thelearned and theintellectualswill do some
favour for radical changesin higher education.

Vaman Rao Babar, Dhanbad
What about publishing short storiesin Triveni.
K.GopalaMurthy

If we receiveagood one, wewill publish

Editor
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BOOK REVIEW

Sketchesfrom MELBOURNE by Dr. D.
Ramakrishna, Sarup Book Publishers,
NewDelhi

Dr. D. Ramakrishna honorary fellow
in the department of culture and
communication of the UNIVERSITY of
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA, visited
Audrdiain 2009 a thar invitation. Asaglobe
trotter, he keenly observed the different
culturesof America, Australiaand Indiaand
made a comparative study and with his
narrativeskill createsinterest.

This book contains fourteen items
gartingwith History of Me bourneand ending
AtHomeDown Under. Thecity of Mdbourne
anditshigtorica backgroundwhichtheauthor
makes out with hisin-depth study, holdsthe
breath of thereader. The city ashe putsit,
came in for acommendatory reference of
Mark Twain, who called it Majestic
Melbourne which could be compared in
grandeur to 'New York City'. The scenic
beauty arresting ambienceand lush greenery
around makeit 'Garden City'.

M el bourne enchanted the author so
much that he goesinto ecstasy and unfurls
beforethereader the stately ook of thecity.
Each story unfolds a new angle of
contemporary society inAustralia Thesocid
lifewith multi cultural texture revealsthat
Australiaimbibes, absorbs, accommodates
and adjusts diverse cultures and different
nationalities. Nowhere have malaise or
rancor-racid or otherwise pegpedin. Through
his creative writings Dr. Ramakrishna
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establishes his belief that nations have
progressed by cultural and intellectual
assimilationsbut not by isolation. Thusheacts
asaconnecting bridge between the cultures
of different nations. Heisof the opinion that
multiculturalism helpsmutua understanding
and promotes broader outlook.

The author removesthe unfounded
fearsof futuremigrants. Therecent economic
upheavalswhich areglobal in natureledto
some stray incidents of natives reacting
violently against other ethnic groups. He
conveysthisin "KingsIn Queen'sPalace’.

The story "Mother India" opens
another facet of Australian society. Many
Australian couples seek children through
fertility clinicsinIndia. OneMr. Harry goes
as a surrogate child, bred and brought up
there, loseshisfoster parentsand comesback
to Indiain search of original mother. Inthe
end he traces her and changes hisname as
Hari, andlooksafter her in her old age.

In matters of style, he can be
bracketed with R.K. Narayan. It is
deceptively smpleand terse. Onthewhole,
it canbesaid that the storieswould appedl to
the reader and would betruly enjoyable. The
get-up of thebook and printing are el egant.

K.Gopalakrishnamurthy, Vijayawada
We regret to announce the demise of this
scholarly reviewer very recently. May his

soul rest in peace.
Editor
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Dasavataaras- K Usha Srinivas, Yugadi
Publishers, 304, Sridurga Rajeev
Residency, Vijayapuri, Tarnaka,
Hyderabad- 500 017 Tel. 040-27003064,
S;‘;orsn/ailz yugadipubli@yahoo.com. Rs. 175

The author has done agood job in
collecting theinformation from varioussources
and publishing the sameasshort stories, for
the benefit of many. Aspointed out by Sri Kota
V Subbaram in hisforeword the world we
liveintoday isdifferent fromwhat it wasyugas
ago. It is extremely unfortunate that the
traditiona valueswhich areembeddedinthe
glorious heritage and puranas of thisgreat
country are being eroded and are being
forgotten. Itistimeto educate the public on
these.

Of the Ten Avatharas.. Quite
interestingly, threewereonly for thedestruction
of Jaya and Vijaya the innermost
dwarapal akas of the L ord and most trusted
devotees of the Lord. One important point
that strikesthereader isthat guilt ispunished
by the Lord in the Avathara and the
perpetrator getshisduefromtheLord for the
good he hasdone. God does not balancethe
goodandevil.

The subtle overlapping of the
Parasurama Avatharam and Sri Rama
Avatharamiswell explained by theauthor.

Whenit comesto Buddha, Baarama
Avathras, whether they areincarnations of
theLord or not thediscussion continues. They
may be accepted asextras.

The inter-connection between the
characters in the various stories about the
Avaharasandtheir relationshipwiththemain
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story makes the reader understand the
complete background, not just superficia
glimpseof theAvathara

A few anomalies could have been
ether avoided or givenanexplanationtoavoid
controversies.

In RamaAvatharam the much talked
of StaSwayamvaramisnot intheRamayana
of Valmiki. It is just a creation of the
subsequent authors. The story of
Sitaswayamvaram has become apart of the
Ramayanam... sameisthecaseof Lakshmana
Rekha | fed referencescould havebeenmade
to these changesfrom Valmiki's Ramayana.
Kalki Aavathar may haveto bemoreceestia
or more powerful and areal amighty to dedl
with and destroy the ever increasing demon-
likequditiesinthehumans. Itisawalit of over
425000 years.

The book onthewhole makesit an
interesting reading and would throw light on
the Dasaavataaras and their meaning for
childrenand adultsdike.

Theauthor deservescomplimentsfor
thework.

Ramakrishna Chitrapu, Secunder abad

Naa Choopu Repati Vaipu (I Look
Towards Tomorrow), A Collection of
Telugu Poems, Dr. C Narayana Reddy,
VarenyaCreations, Flat #48, Film Nagar
Colony, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad-
500033, pp168, Price Rs.150/-

Thebook under review isacollection

of his latest Telugu poems by Jnanapith
Awardee Dr C Narayana Reddy, popular as
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CiNaRe. Naa Choopu Repati Vaipu (I Look
Towards Tomorrow) launched on July 29,
2011 asheentered his80th spring. It contains
many poemsin ‘free verse', projecting his
various reflections, observations and
experiencesin asmooth and engaging style.

Beginningwithapoemonhow hegets
hisideasand writes poetry (1-2), thisever-
green poet yearnsto perceiveat thesametime
theloftiest aswell asthe profoundest (3-4),
as part of his vigorous and incessant
intellectual activity (9-10). Leaving atask
midway islikeawavethat collapseswithout
reaching the shore (35-36).

The poemsbrimwith self-assertion,
identification with facets of Nature, and
optimismwith aneyeon - progresswithout a
stop. Reminiscenceswill haveavaue-addition
for progressif only we erasethe bitter ones
onthemirror of our heart and reflect.

The poet employs the technique of
dialogue- dialogue between eyesand specs,
between table and specs (44-46), among
blood cells (63-64), and between thewaves
of the seaand the shore (66-68) to drivehome
thetruth that everything hasitsuseand place
inthe concatenation of things, sothereshould
be no room to envy others and usurp their
position.

CiNaRésgrangepictorias(27) offer
usafeast of evocative conceitsand verdant
imageswhich giveus athrill. Hehasmoreto
say on theimportance and vitality of green
(61-62): "L eaves may wither and drop, but
the tree doesn't; / It keeps standing like a
disciplined soldier inattention.../ If amandies
/Wewon't keep hiscorpseinsdehome/ But
carry it silently to the graveyard. / If atree
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turnsleaflessand dry / Wewon't instantly cut
itdown/ But keep waiting for itsre-sprouting
moments™

What isCiNaRe'saddress?Here he
givesit: "Whereelsewould | be/ Butinthe
lap of progressive poesy / Inthefootfallsof
the multitudes of masses!" (57-58). A writer
can be creativeand accomplish only when he
comesout of ennui and indolence. "If apen
whilewriting beginstoyawn/ It amountsto
thefull-stop of that activity" (59-60).

To conclude, these poemsflow out
of a poet "who refuses to think that his
warranty has expired,” to borrow an
expressonfrom Prof IV Chaapati Rao's\What
LifeTaught Me.

U Atreya Sarma, Secunder abad

Two Books: Maa Nanna Suryaprakasa
Raoand MaaAmma Saraswathamma
Author: Dr. Paturi KusumaKumari

For Books: KusumaNursingHome, 6-3-
789/B, Ameer pet, Hyder abad - 500 016

Living conditions have changed .
Today relationshipsare not asthey should
be. Eventslikeamother killingachild, children
killing parentsarethe order of the day. Father
raping a daughter has become a matter of
daily occurrence. In such anenvironment if
someone expresses her adoration for her
parents, itisrealy praiseworthy.

Dr. Kusuma Kumari loves her
parents, her mother isa" Goddessand father
iIsaGod". Shepresentsonly thebest qualities
inthem andignoresshortfallsif any. Thebook
hasauto-biographical flavour.
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When | saw the cover page, thefirst
thing that | noticed was the proud father
holding thehand of hisdaughter with abroad
smileonhisfacewithafedingasif heknew
it dready that shewas goingto beanimportant
personinlife and that shewould makehim
proud. Of course Dr. KusumaKumari proved
that his dreamswere fulfilled. Her mother
caringly kept her closeto her bosomto ensure
that shemeant everythingto her. Her parents
were not well educated, but they made
sacrificesto maketheir daughter aDoctor.
Sheremembers her parentswith gratitude.

Dr. Kusuma Kumari, is from a
respectableagriculturd family andfairly well-
to-do. When we read her Vachana Kavya
weget afeding that the place where she spent
her childhood isaheaven on earth.

TowriteaVachana Kavya insuch
simple and fluent languageisreally atough
job. She compares her father's qualities of
va our and rength and brave heart with those
of great femdewarriors, freedom fighterslike
Jhans Laksmi Bal, RudramaDevi and others.
Itisinteresting. Shenarrated acoupleof rea
life incidents in her father's life which
showedhisvalour. Oneof thequditiesof his
whichwas aptly brought out wasdonating
bloodto savehiswife. Sheremembersonly

Fkk

63

one instance in her life when she was
reprimanded by her father for getting drenched
in rain. She describes her father as Stitha
Prajna. In one place shetalks of hisstrong
attachmentsto hisnear and dear.

Her love and admiration for her
mother are boundless. She has depicted her
mother asan orthodox typical villager withall
thequalitiesof atrue Hindu wife. Theauthor
haswritten at great length about thesterling
qudities of her mother. Shewasadept inthe
art of running the household and buildinga
good neighbourhood. Shehad aversion for
thedowry system inthe society. Itisindeed
noteworthy. She used to advise her daughter
how to beagood wife.

The book should be read by every
parent and child to know alot about what is
expected of them to maketheir family lives
morerewarding and pleasant. | feel what she
wrote should betaken asaguide tobuilda
better society. Atatime whenfamily values
arevanishing, thisbook isawakeup call.

| amglad the doctor, who hasbeen
successtul withthescalpd, isequaly successul
withthe pen.

Ramakrishna Chitrapu, Secunderabad

Thomas Edison tried two thousand different materials in search of a filament
for the light bulb. When none worked satisfactorily, his assistant complained “ All our

work isin vain. We have learned nothing” .

Edison replied very confidently “ Oh, we have come a long way and we have
learned a lot. We know that there are two thousand elements which we cannot use to

make a good light bulb.
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New Members

Thefollowingisthelist of Memberswho havejoined the TRIVENI family during July -
Septemberl 2012. The TRIVENI FOUNDATION welcomesthem.

DoONORS:
1. SViary Kumar 3000
2. PV BraHMAM 2000
3. DrLaxmaN PaLsikar 2000

Life Members:

Annual Members:

1. TSSAnjaneyulu 1 Dr. A. Srinath

2. Dr. P. Suneetha 2. T. Sunand Emmanuel
3. N Subba Rao 3. E. Satyanarayana

4, Sumabindu Pothuri 4, S.J. Ravi Prakash

5. Prof. T.V. Subba Rao 5. VidyaPatil

6. Dr. SK Behra 6. N. R. Srikanth

7. Dr. C Satyanarayana Murthy 7. B. Shankar

8. K V Appa Rao 8. S.V. Ramesh Kumar
9. Dr G Satyanarayana Rao 9. T.S. Prveen Kumar
10. | Janakirm 10. Dr.Sandhya Reddy
11 Central University of Tamil Nadu 11. KavitaD. Tiwade,
12. J. V. Raghavendra Rao 12. S. Rajeswara Shastry
13. M/s Vasavi Prosoft Transcription Ltd. 13. Pothukuchi Sambasiva Rao
14. Dr. Kalidasu Puroshotham 14. B Prem Chand

15. S Odelu Kumar
16. V Anantha Ramaiah

AN APPEAL

Journalslike TRIVENI devotedto literature and culture, naturaly cater toalimited
number of intellectual sand are not to be considered as successful business propositionsin
any country. They need theactive support of the cultured few. Weearnestly solicit the patronage
of philanthropic personsto enlist themselves as Patrons and Donors and extend their co-
operation to the cause of Indian literatureand culture.

Donationsto TRIVENI are exempt from Income Tax, Under Section 80G (2)

&(5) of thel.T. Act, 1961. vide Proc No. DIT (E)/HY D/ 80G/52(04)/Ren/08-09, dated:

21-08-2008 of Director of Income Tax (Exemptions): Hyderabad. Donorsarerequested to

draw Demand Drafts/Chequesin favour of Triveni Foundation payable on any bank in
Hyderabad.

Triveni Foundation

The Editor isnot necessarily in agreement with theviewsof the contributors. They

should accept responsbility for their articles
Editor
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